
CIRCY IS LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

2017/18 will be CIRCY’s fifth 
anniversary. To celebrate, we plan to  
organise activities and seminars 
around the theme of ‘Children, Young 
People and the Future’. The idea that 
‘children are the future’ has been a 
commonplace trope in popular culture,
advertising and policy discourse. This 
sentiment not only glosses over the 
complicated and diverse lives of actual 
children, but arguably secures a 
particular kind of future that excludes 
many. Interdisciplinary childhood 
studies has done much to reveal how  
the figure of the child is used within 
modern public discourse, including how she or he resonates with 
intimate and private feelings of the child within. That understanding 
will form the basis of activities over the coming year, including an 
invited interdisciplinary seminar series and a symposium.  
If you would like to get involved - or have suggestions for speakers 
or events - please email Janet Boddy (j.m.boddy@sussex.ac.uk) 
with the subject header ‘CIRCY 5th Anniversary’

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING THIS TERM?

Professional and Public Engagement

Michelle Lefevre (Social Work) talked about ‘watching and  
listening’ in terms of what actually happens when social workers 
visit children, at the CIRCY/CSWIR (Centre for Social Work 
Innovation and Research) co-hosted workshop Interdisciplinary 
Dialogues for Social Work Research and Practice at the Quaker 
Meeting House, Brighton, on 24 March 2017.

Kristi Hickle (Social Work) presented a workshop entitled  
Working with Traumatised Parents at Brighton and Hove’s annual 
conference for social workers. Kristi also presented her work on 
‘trauma-informed policing’ at the Annual Devon and Cornwall Public 
Protection Conference on 9 March, and at the CSE and Policing 
Knowledge Hub Conference organised as the final event for an 
18-month research project funded by HEFKE and the College of 
Policing. She was an academic representative on the project and 
presented on the expert’s panel on ‘A victim’s journey’.

Robin Banerjee (Psychology) launched a programme of action 
research on wellbeing in Pembrokeshire schools in March. Robin 
also gave keynote presentations at the EmpathyLab meeting for 
schools in London on 9 March, at a Youth Impact event in London 
on measuring social and emotional development (16 March), and 
at the Principal Educational Psychologists’ Annual Conference in 
Lymington (17 March). 

Sevasti-Melisa Nolas (Social Work) and Christos Varvantakis 
(Social Work) presented their research on Exploring the  
Antecedents of Youth Political Engagement: Reflections from a 
European comparative ethnography at the 1st Catch-EyoU  
Conference: ‘Young People as Active EU Citizens? Challenges 
and Visions on a Renewed Project for Europe, 2-4 March, Athens, 
Greece. They also presented a paper on ‘Reflecting, imagining, 
representing: Children’s maps in a comparative ethnography’, in 
the LivingMaps Seminar Series, in London on 15 March. 

Melissa also gave a keynote presentation at the International  
Conference in Youth Development in Tirupattur, Tamil Nadu on  
21 January where Connectors Study team member Vinnarasan 
Aruldoss (Social Work) also presented research on his fieldwork in 
Hyderabad, India.

Janet Boddy (Education) spent a week in Brussels, working as an 
expert ethics advisor for the European Research Council Ethics 
Assessment team.

As part of Chatlab (The Children and Technology Lab), Nicola Yuill 
(Psychology) participated in the Brighton Science Festival  
(11-25 February), which saw nearly 300 visitors to ‘Live Sentences’ 
demos: can we make learning grammar fun? Chatlab also hosted 
Team Domenica, a cafe in Brighton run by young adults with  
learning difficulties, who presented their views about their work. 

Photograph supplied by Nicola Yuill from the Brighton Science 
Festival
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CIRCY Events

Working with Film and Audio: CIRCY Members’ Event
We had a fantastic CIRCY members’ event in January 2017 run by 
Susi Arnott and Crispin Hughes who jointly run the media company, 
Walking Pictures. Susi - who recently joined CIRCY as an  
Honorary Senior Research Fellow - and Crispin led an Introduction 
to Film-making workshop in which they demonstrated techniques 
in relation to video and audio-recording, storyboarding, and use of 
film in data collection and dissemination.

Open Research Seminar: Fun and Childhood
In February 2017, Ben Fincham (Sociology)  
spoke to CIRCY about Fun and Childhood.  
Drawing on his recent Palgrave book,  
The Sociology of Fun, he described the  
maintenance of particular cultural identities  
through the construction of childhood  
through memories.

Open Reminar Seminar: Families and Food in Austerity Britain
In March 2017, Rebecca O’Connell (UCL Institute of Education) 
gave a seminar about families and food in austerity Britain in which 
she presented emerging findings from her international mixed 
methods study funded by the European Research Council.

To Be Born: Luce Irigaray
In February 2017, following the publication of her latest book To Be 
Born: genesis of a new human being, Luce Irigaray gave a lecture 
on Giving Birth to One Another as part of a conference hosted by 
the Department of Philosophy and supported by CIRCY, CORTH and 
SCCSl. 

Case Studies and Case Histories

Jacqui Shepherd (Education) delivered a workshop on Case  
Studies in Research with Autism at the University College  
Copenhagen International Week 27 Feb-1 March, working with 40 
undergraduates (from over 10 different countries). 

Following the success of her ESRC-funded National Centre for 
Research Methods ‘Case Histories’ Workshop in autumn 2016, 
Rachel Thomson (Social Work) has taken it on the road hosting 
equivalent events for researchers in Denmark and Australia. The 
Danish event was hosted in collaboration with Jeanette Østergaard 
at the Danish National Centre for Social Research (SFI), and  
included a presentation by Elaine Sharland (Social Work) on 
her work developing narrative accounts from longitudinal panel 
data. In February, Rachel visited the School of Social and Political 
Sciences at the University of Melbourne where she worked with 
Julie McLeod, Sign Ravn and an interdisciplinary group of scholars 
including historians, anthropologists, geographers, sociologists and 
social policy scholars, to discuss the ‘case’. 

We have purchased some useful resources to 
support our members’ research activity in the 

form of audio-recording and transcribing 
equipment and software. 

If you would like to borrow any CIRCY equipment 
for your research, please contact Jane Shepard

jane.shepard@sussex.ac.uk

Postgraduate Research

Rebecca Webb, Tamsin Hinton-Smith and Emily Danvers  
(Education) have been shortlisted for a University of Sussex  
Innovative Teaching Award for their CIRCY-hosted Writing into 
Meaning group, which supports postgraduate researchers. They 
also presented their work to date at an event at the University of 
Brighton, and at the University of Sussex Teaching and Learning 
Conference 2017. See https://writingintomeaning.wordpress.com 

Four CIRCY postgraduate researchers presented their work in 
March:
•	 Nehaal Bajwa (Education): Narratives and Practices of  

Fathering and Early Childhood Care Among Urban Men in 
Pakistan

•	 Jenny Hewitt (Social Work): UK Young Adults’ Experiences of 
Civic and Political Engagement in Everyday Lives 

•	 Tracey Fuller (Social Work/Education): The Trust is The Work: 
Exploring how school counsellors maintain alliances with 
young people when sharing information because of  
safeguarding concerns. A Phronetic Case Study

•	 Fawzia Mazanderani (Education): Navigating The ‘New South 
Africa’: An ethnographic study of the ‘born free’ generation in 
Mpumalanga

Other research news...

‘It feels weird and funny’
Jacqui Shepherd (Education) has  
completed an exploratory project
on Autistic Children’s Experiences of  
the Dentist in collaboration with  
Jennifer Parry of the Sussex  
Community NHS Foundation Trust. 
The research was funded through the  
University of Sussex’s 
Research Opportunities Fund.

Conversational alignment in children with Autistic Spectrum 
Condition and typically developing children 
Congratulations to Nicola Yuill (Psychology), who is Co-Investigator 
with colleagues at the University of Edinburgh on a new ESRC 
award of £342,000 starting in April for three years.  
The project examines the reasons underlying conversational  
difficulties experienced by children with autism, and what they tell 
us about developing mechanisms of how we generate language in 
conversation. 

Stories of resourcefulness
As part her trip to Australia, Rachel Thomson (Social Work) visited 
the Social Policy Research Centre at the University of New South 
Wales to work with the ‘Stories of Resourcefulness’ project led by 
Dr Jen Skattebol – a qualitative longitudinal study following young 
people with complex needs.
 
HE Champions Coaching Programme for Looked After Children
Louise Gazeley and Tamsin Hinton-Smith (Education) completed 
their evaluation of the HE Champions Coaching Programme pilot 
project, working with AimHigher South East. The report highlighted 
the potential value of ‘bespoke, personalized and flexible support’ 
from care experienced coaches, in supporting young people to  
overcome systemic barriers to accessing higher education. 



CIRCY IN THE NEWS

In January, the Times Educational Supplement (TES) published 
the article ‘Why We Need a Little Give and Tech’ which featured an 
interview with Nicola Yuill (Psychology) on technology and 
children and the ongoing work of Chatlab. 

Nicola’s research on children sharing digital books has also  
attracted press interest, and has been reported in the Telegraph, 
The Sun, on ITV Meridian, and in an article in The Psychologist 
magazine. A blog Nicola wrote for The Conversation currently has 
acquired just under 17,000 reads: https://theconversation.com/
reading-with-your-children-proper-books-vs-tablets-63221

PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHTS

Hester Barron (History) and Claudia Siebrecht (History) launched 
their new book Parenting and the State in Britain and Europe,  
c. 1870-1950: Raising the Nation at the conference: ‘Seen but 
Not Heard? The Spatial, Emotional and Material Sites of Childhood 
and Youth from Antiquity to Modernity’ organized by the School of 
History, Art History and Philosophy at the University of Sussex. 

A new edition of Andy Furlong’s influential Routledge book  
Handbook of Youth and Young Adulthood was published in  
February 2017 and included a new essay by Rachel Thomson  
(Social Work) on ’Youth and reflexive life management’.  
Tragically, the publication was accompanied by the news of editor 
Andy Furlong’s untimely death: Andy was a key figure in the  
development of youth studies as an academic discipline, editor-in-
chief of the Journal of Youth Studies and author of several key texts 
in youth research. He will be much missed.

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

• Bianco, F., Lecce, S., & Banerjee, R. (in press): ‘Conversations 
about mental states and theory of mind development in  
middle childhood: A training study’,   
Journal of Experimental Child Psychology

• Holt, S. & Yuill, N. (2017): ‘Tablets for two: how dual tablets 
can facilitate other-awareness and communication in learning-
disabled children with autism’.  
International Journal of Child-Computer Interaction

•	 Hanrahan, F., & Banerjee, R. (in press):  ‘“It makes me feel 
alive”: The socio-motivational impact of drama and theatre on 
marginalised young people’  
Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties

• Hurst, M., Dittmar, H., & Banerjee, R. (in press): ‘“I just feel so 
guilty”: The role of introjected regulation in linking appearance 
goals for exercise with women’s body image’   
Body Image 

•	 Lefevre, M., Hickle, K., Luckock, B. & Ruch, G. (2017): 
‘Building Trust with Children and Young People at Risk of Child 
Sexual Exploitation: The Professional Challenge’ 
British Journal of Social Work 
bcw181. doi: 10.1093/bjsw/bcw181

• Parsons, S., Yuill, N., Brosnan, M., & Good, J. (2017):  
‘Interdisciplinary perspectives on designing, understanding 
and evaluating digital technologies for autism’  
Journal of Enabling Technologies, 11(1).

•	 Sharland, E., Holland, P., Henderson, M., Zhang, M.L., Cheung, 
S.Y. & Scourfield, J. (2016):  
‘Assembling life history narratives from quantitative  
longitudinal panel data: What’s the story for families using 
social work?’  
International Journal of Social Research Methods 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13645579.2017.1279915

•	 Thomson, Rachel (2017): ‘Youth and reflexive life  
management’ . In A.Furlong (ed)  
Handbook of Youth and Young Adulthood, 2nd Edn,  
Routledge, London, pp27-33

•	 Yuill, N. & Martin, A. (2017): ‘Curling up with a good e-book: 
Mother-child shared story reading on screen or paper affects 
embodied interaction and warmth’  
Frontiers in Developmental Psychology

• Zhang, M-L., Cheung, S-M., Scourfield, J. and Sharland, E. 
(forthcoming):  
‘Comparing fathers and mothers who have social work con-
tact: A research note’  
Social Work Research.

TEACHING

New Undergraduate Electives

Two new undergraduate elective modules are being launched next 
year which offer a great opportunity for students to extend their 
interdisciplinary understanding of childhood and youth. 

Pam Thurschwell (English) will offer a new elective in the autumn 
term within the School of English called The Age of Adolescent: 
Reading 20th Century Youth Culture. 

Hester Barron (History) is offering a new elective in the summer 
term on the History of Childhood. 

We hope that both electives will be available to undergraduate 
students with CIRCY connections as well.



UPCOMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Open Seminar Series

We have a great international series of open seminars coming up 
over the next few months which everyone is welcome to  
attend - including non-CIRCY members and people outside the 
University. Please come if you can - and pass on details to students 
and other networks:

• Wednesday 12 April, 2017 
12.30-2pm / Room 201, Fulton 
Dr Deborah Warr, Research Fellow, McCaughey VicHealth  
Community Wellbeing Unit, Melbourne School of Population 
and Global Health, University of Melbourne, Australia 
Bogans and Chavs: The stigmatisation of poverty in  
Australia and the UK 

• Wednesday 24May, 2017  
1.30-3pm / Room 201, Fulton 
Professor Nuno Ferreira, Professor of Law, University of Sussex  
Rights and Welfare Perspectives of Children’s Training in 
Football Academies 

• Monday 5 June, 2017 
5-6.30pm / Room G22, Jubilee 
Professor Tess Ridge, Professor of Social Policy and Deputy 
Head of Department of Social and Policy Sciences, University 
of Bath  
Taking the Time to Listen: Developing QLR studies that make 
space and time for the needs and concerns of low income 
children and parents to be heard   
Tess will be hosting a postgraduate workshop before her 
seminar.  
Email E.Whittington@sussex.ac.uk to reserve a place.  

• Monday 3 July, 2017   
5-6.30pm / Room G13, Jubilee 
Dr Claudia Capella,  Department of Psychology, University of 
Chile  
Title TBC  
(Dr Capella will be talking about her research using creative 
and narrative methods to evaluate children’s experiences of 
psychotherapy).

Ethics Workshop

Janet Boddy (Education) and Jette Kofoed (Aarhaus University, 
Denmark) will deliver a workshop in September 2017 on Thinking 
with Ethics In and Beyond the Field.  

Organised by the National Centre for Research Ethics, the  
workshop focuses on ethics in the space in which research is  
practised, going beyond the moments of ethics regulation and 
review to consider ethical dilemmas at all stages of the research 
process. More details at:  
www.ncrm.ac.uk/training/showphp?article=7236

Save The Date

The next CIRCY members’ event will be on the theme Imaginative 
Methodologies Across Disciplines 
Monday 22 May, 2017  
(lunch and afternoon). 

Would you like to highlight your work 
on the CIRCY blog:

https://circyatsussex.wordpress.com?

Or on our twitter account: @SussexCIRCY?

Do you have any suggestions for seminars 
or events that you would like 

CIRCY to host or support? 

What activities would YOU find useful 
at our next members’ event?

We welcome your ideas. 

Contact:

CIRCY Directors
Janet Boddy  

j.m.boddy@sussex.ac.uk
Michelle Lefevre  

m.lefevre@sussex.ac.uk

CIRCY Research Fellow
Elsie Whittington  

e.whittington@sussex.ac.uk

CIRCY Support
Jane Shepard  

jane.shepard@sussex.ac.uk


