
A WARM CIRCY WELCOME TO THE 
NEW ACADEMIC YEAR 2020/21!

Dear CIRCY members and friends

We hope you have had some time for rest and 
relaxation over the summer amongst all the significant 
emotional and practical challenges we know you are all 
facing. 

In this newsletter we’ll let you know what some of our 
members have been up to, and set out the programme 
of events for the autumn term.  

We have included some brief information at the end of 
the newsletter about what CIRCY membership involves 
and who might join. We’d like to encourage you to 
share this newsletter with new members of staff, 
doctoral researchers, and any other colleagues or 
students who might be interested in CIRCY and our 
activities.  

If you haven’t already, 
do take a look at our last 
annual report which is 
downloadable from our  
website homepage. 
It’s filled with inspiring 
stories of research by 
CIRCY members, as well 
as beautiful imagery by 
children and young people 
on the theme ‘Through my 
window’ - children and 
young people from the UK and Chile shared their 
artwork with us illustrating their experiences in times 
of pandemic.
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AUTUMN TERM EVENTS

We are delighted to invite you to the 
activities and events we are hosting this 

term! All will be online and Zoom 
invitations will be issued in advance.

CIRCY COFFEE & COLLABORATION 
Friday 13 November / 2-3pm

Lucy Robinson (History), Liam Berriman 
(Social Work and Social Care) and Sushri Sangita 

Puhan (Doctoral Researcher) will each make a short 
presentation on an aspect of their work relating to 

children, childhood and youth. 
Plenty of time for questions and discussion.

***
CIRCY WRITING RETREAT

Thursday 19 November / 10.30am-2.30pm 

Rebecca Webb (Education) will facilitate an online 
space for CIRCY colleagues to come together to write, 

in whatever form, and talk about their writing 
(something we so rarely allow ourselves to do). 
Writing time will be divided into ‘chunks’ when 

cameras and audio are muted. Writing chunks will be 
interspersed with meeting as a whole group as well as 
in break-out groups to discuss ongoing thoughts and 

dilemmas (as well as to share the pleasures of 
writing). No-one will be expected to read their own 

writing aloud. 

***
CIRCY SEMINAR

Thursday 26 November / 3-4pm
Children and Young People: 

Experiences of participation in Chile
In collaboration with the Chilean Observatory for 

Childhood and Youth

Led by Chilean researchers, Valentina Terra 
(ex Sussex MA Social Research Methods) and 

Daniela Díaz (Observatory Director), this seminar will 
explore children and young people’s experiences of 

participation in the civil unrest lived in Chile last year, 
and the statal violence experimented by them 

during this period.

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/esw/circy/index
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/esw/circy/index


• 

ONLINE ENGAGEMENT

The CIRCY Blog

Check out CIRCY’s recent blog posts:
• ‘Reflecting on participatory methods and  

methodologies for research with children and young 
people’ by CIRCY Director, Michelle Lefevre  
and CIRCY Co-Director, Rebecca Webb

• ‘Creative Destruction: Fears and fetishes of children  
and the future in late modern Britain’  
by Dominic Dean, Research Quality and Impact. 

We aim to publish at least two blogs per term, one of which 
should be from a doctoral researcher. Blogs might be about 
a CIRCY event, a contemporary issue of relevance to 
children and young people, an external event, a new concept 
or methodology that members might find interesting, 
or some real-world impact generated through research. 

If you are interested in writing a blog, contact Rebecca Webb 
[R.C.Webb@sussex.ac.uk].

Tweet Time!

Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter. 

When you tweet about your research, tag @SussexCIRCY and 
we’ll make sure we re-tweet you to enhance your visibility!

CIRCY IDEAS IN ACTION
A regular event where colleagues can present new 

ideas for interdisciplinary feedback and suggestions, 
e.g. a new or reworked bid, book proposals, or plans 

for knowledge exchange/impact generation. This term 
we will host two ‘Ideas in Action’ discussions: 

Wednesday 14 October / 1.30-2.15pm
Building a Community Research Network: 

What’s Needed?
presented by Nicola Yuill (Psychology) 

and Jacqui Shepherd (Education)

The autism community research network 
Southampton (@ACoRNSoton) was set up by Sarah 
Parsons (Education) a few years ago to stimulate a 

truly participatory research agenda with schools and 
agencies in the region. Nicola and Jacqui are about to 

launch a sister network, ACoRNSussex 
(@ACoRNSussex) with the same values but with a 

special emphasis on bringing together research and 
practice relating to autism in education, health and 
social care. As they haven’t done this before, Nicola 
and Jacqui and are looking for feedback, ideas and 

experience from colleagues to help them do this 
in the most effective way. 

__________________________

Thursday 10 December / 1-1:45 pm
presented by Perpetua Kirby (Education) and 
Rebecca Webb (Education, CIRCY Co-Director)

Perpetua and Rebecca will share details of their small-
scale research project utilising the Mass 

Observation archive. They have been analysing 
children and young people’s (7-25 yrs) diaries from 
May 2020 to explore the unique experiences of the 

first ‘wave’ of the Covid-19 ‘lockdown’. They will
discuss initial findings to consider what they reveal 

about everyday uncertainties - possibly gaining 
insights into the types of support young people feel 

enable them to navigate uncertainty. 

***
READING GROUP

Thursday 3 December / 1-2pm
Led by Janet Boddy

The reading will be Crongton Knights by Alex Wheatle. 

***

We will share further details and Zoom links for all 
these events via email to the CIRCY mailing list. 

Please email Loreto Rodriguez  
[L.Rodriguez@sussex.ac.uk] if you’re not on it 

already and would like to receive this information.

CIRCY DOCTORAL RESEARCHER 
NETWORK MEETINGS

The CIRCY postgraduate researchers’ network 
meets approximately twice a term 
to share knowledge and support. 

Meetings have been co-facilitated by Michelle Lefevre 
(CIRCY Director), Rebecca Webb (CIRCY Co-director) 

and the two CIRCY postgraduate research assistants, 
Nehaal Bajwa and Loreto Rodriguez. 

Topics for discussion to date have included 
the important ethical and practical issues to bear in 
mind in fieldwork with children and young people, 

participatory research with children and young people, 
and data analysis. 

The next couple of meetings will be on
Thursday 22 October, 12-1 pm and 

Tuesday 15 December, 4-5pm.

Join us if you can!

If you are a Doctoral Researcher at Sussex and 
think your work falls within CIRCY’s research areas, 

please let us know by emailing Loreto, so that we 
can add you to our mailing list: 

L.Rodriguez@sussex.ac.uk

https://circyatsussex.wordpress.com/2020/09/22/reflecting-on-participatory-methods-and-methodologies-for-research-with-children-and-young-people/
https://circyatsussex.wordpress.com/2020/09/22/reflecting-on-participatory-methods-and-methodologies-for-research-with-children-and-young-people/
https://circyatsussex.wordpress.com/2020/09/22/reflecting-on-participatory-methods-and-methodologies-for-research-with-children-and-young-people/
https://circyatsussex.wordpress.com/2020/06/09/creative-destruction-fears-and-fetishes-of-children-and-the-future-in-late-modern-britain/
https://circyatsussex.wordpress.com/2020/06/09/creative-destruction-fears-and-fetishes-of-children-and-the-future-in-late-modern-britain/
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/esw/circy/research


RESEARCH AND ENGAGEMENT

New Research Collaborations
and Funding

A new grant  of £15k was awarded to Nicola Yuill 
(Psychology) by the NIHR for Zoom or Room and Covid-19: 
Effectiveness and Guidance for In-person versus Online 
Video Interaction Guidance (VIG) intervention sessions. 

This project is looking at how meeting online changes the 
nature of an interaction. With parents getting advice about 
family relationships and children being assessed for their 
needs over video rather than face to face, how can we 
ensure that communication is as attuned as possible? 

The project will develop guidelines for online therapeutic 
discussions. 

____________________

Ben Highmore (Media and Film) was awarded an AHRC 
Leadership Fellow award for a project titled Playgrounds: 
A Material Cultural Study of Post-1945 Playgrounds. 

The award starts in October 2021 and continues to March 
2023. Hannah Field (English) is the named researcher on 
the award.  Outputs will include an edited collection 
(Field/Highmore), a monograph (Highmore), as well as a 
programme of public engagement and workshops. 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AND
KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE

Julia Winstone (Doctoral Researcher) participated in a 
series of roundtables held by the Criminal Justice Alliance 
(CJA) in June 2020, to build a diverse Criminal Justice 
Workforce. She attended in her role as a Volunteer 
Appropriate Adult & Community Referral Order Panel 
Member in a Youth Offending Service since 2012. 

____________________

Janet Boddy (Education) has taken over from Professor 
Gordon Harold as the Sussex lead for CIRCY’s strategic link 
with NatCen. If any CIRCY members want to know more or 
are interested in developing collaborations with NatCen, 
please get in touch.

October will see the launch of Autism Community Research 
Network Sussex (online event - 21 October 4-6pm). 
The panel discussion will be on Autism: Schools for the 
Future, discussing what restrictions have taught us about 
how schools might better support autistic children and 
young people. Applications will be open via the website and 
Twitter early in October.

____________________

ACoRNSussex (@acornsussex) is 
holding a logo competition for special 
schools in Sussex. There are prizes for 
children and schools. 

The deadline is midnight 
on 14 October.   

____________________

This autumn, Rebecca Webb (Education, CIRCY Co-Director) 
and Perpetua Kirby (Education) are planning both online 
and face-to-face knowledge exchange and CPD for teachers 
and out-of-school educators on working with the concept 
of uncertainty and curiosity to support transitions and ‘new 
normal’ transformational ways of practising in order to 
address current issues such as Climate Change; Covid-19 
and Black Lives Matter. They will also be working together 
to access the Mass Observation Archive to analyse children 
and young people’s diaries from May 2020 to explore the 
unique experiences of the ‘lockdown’ - in particular what 
these reveal about everyday uncertainties, possibly gaining 
some insights into the types of support that they felt enabled 
them to navigate uncertainties. They will present emerging 
aspects of this research at a CIRCY Ideas in Action event 
later this term.

____________________

The website for the Innovate Project launched in August. This 
four year collaborative project, funded by the Economic and 
Social Research Council and led by Michelle Lefevre (Social 
Work) explores innovation in social care to address extra-
familial risks and harm experienced by young people, such 
as child exploitation and serious youth violence. The website 
is full of information, including blogs and vodcasts.

https://www.acorns-sussex.org.uk/logo-competition/
https://theinnovateproject.co.uk/
https://theinnovateproject.co.uk/blog
https://theinnovateproject.co.uk/resources/


NEW PUBLICATIONS

Rebecca Webb (Education, CIRCY Co-Director) and ex-MA 
Early Years practitioner, Kathy Foster, have published 
The Inspiring Pedagogy and Practice of Ignorance: 
Reflections on the use of a particular scrapbook approach in 
the early years nursery to facilitate curiosity and 
engagement, for local Lewes-based, Foundation Stage 
Forum.

Janet Boddy (Education) has a new publication: 
Bakketeig, E., Boddy, J., Gundersen, T., Østergaard, J., & 
Hanrahan, F. (2020): ‘Deconstructing doing well; What can 
we learn from care experienced young people in England, 
Denmark and Norway?’ Children and Youth Services Review

Nuffield FJO have published a new briefing paper partly 
based on the joint Sussex (Janet Boddy) and NatCen 
reviews of contact and wellbeing. 

Feylyn Lewis (Social Work and Social Care) published: 
Santini, S., Socci, M., D’Amen, B., Di Rosa, M., Casu, G., 
Hlebec, V., Lewis, F., Leu, A., Hoefman, R., Brolin, R., 
Magnusson, L., & Hanson, E. (2020): ‘Positive and Negative 
Impacts of Caring among Adolescents Caring for 
Grandparents. Results from an Online Survey in Six 
European Countries and Implications for Future Research’, 
Policy and Practice. Int. J. Environ. Res. Public Health 2020, 
17, 6593.

PRESENTING OUR WORK

Maruša Levstek (Doctoral Researcher) presented a paper at 
the SEMPRE (Society for Education, Music and 
Psychology Research) autumn conference and at the 
International Conference of Students of Systematic 
Musicology (SysMus) in September 2020. Maruša will also 
lead a session at the Music Mark Annual Conference 2020. 

Rebecca Webb (Education, CIRCY Co-Director) and 
Perpetua Kirby (Education) have made two films on the 
politics of children’s participation in school. The first 
explores children’s participation in three models of 
education and how these might be considered political, and 
the second looks at how children’s everyday participation 
in school is political. These films were made last December 
during a visit to the ‘OIVA’ project, University of Jyväskylä, 
Finland. OIVA have kindly given permission for these films to 
be shared.

Nicola Yuill (Psychology) and Zubeida Dasgupta will present 
the Zoom or Room project at the NIHR Kent, Surrey and 
Sussex Applied Research Consortium event on Starting Well: 
CYP Mental Health on 4 November. 

Janet Boddy (Education) was a discussant at a seminar for 
Focus Ireland on experiences of housing insecurity for young 
adults who have been in care. 

Rebecca Webb and Carla Solvason delivered a keynote for 
the Association for professional Development in Early Years, 
TACTYC, in June 2020.

Feylyn Lewis (Social Work and Social Care) gave an invited 
presentation for the online NHS England “Commitment to 
Carers” Mind The Gap Project Launch on hidden groups of 
young carers on 7 September at which there were 200+ 
attendees.

WHO’S WHO?

CIRCY Leadership Team

Director: 
Michelle Lefevre (Social Work and Social Care) 
E: M.Lefevre@sussex.ac.uk

Co-Directors: 
Rebecca Webb (Education) 
E: R.C.Webb@sussex.ac.uk)
Jo Moran-Ellis (Sociology)
E: J.Moran-Ellis@sussex.ac.uk

Postgraduate Research Assistants:  
Loreto Rodriguez
E: L.Rodriguez@sussex.ac.uk
Nehaal Bajwa
E: N.Bajwa@sussex.ac.uk

CIRCY Steering Group

• Robin Banerjee (Psychology)
• Hester Barron (History)
• Saul Becker (Social Work and Social Care)
• Liam Berriman (Childhood and Youth/ 

Social Work and Social Care)
• Janet Boddy (Education)
• Fiona Courage (Mass Observation Archive/

Library)
• Nuno Ferreira (Law)
• Dorte Thorsen (Geography)
• Pam Thurschwell (English)

https://eyfs.info/
https://eyfs.info/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740920305569
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740920305569
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740920305569
https://www.nuffieldfjo.org.uk/news/new-evidence-review-contact-well-being
https://www.jyu.fi/edupsy/en/research/child-and-family-research/research-and-projects/oiva
https://www.jyu.fi/edupsy/en/research/child-and-family-research/research-and-projects/oiva
https://www.transformineducation.org/podcasts--films
https://www.transformineducation.org/podcasts--films
https://tactyc.org.uk/conferences/
https://tactyc.org.uk/conferences/
https://tactyc.org.uk/conferences/
https://profiles.sussex.ac.uk/p342839-jo-moran-ellis
https://profiles.sussex.ac.uk/p22548-robin-banerjee
https://profiles.sussex.ac.uk/p211496-hester-barron
https://www.sussex.ac.uk/about/who/leadership/deputy-vice-chancellor
https://profiles.sussex.ac.uk/p331243-liam-berriman
https://profiles.sussex.ac.uk/p9183-fiona-courage
https://profiles.sussex.ac.uk/p396218-nuno-ferreira
https://profiles.sussex.ac.uk/p118526-dorte-thorsen
https://profiles.sussex.ac.uk/p82928-pamela-thurschwell


WANT TO BECOME A 
CIRCY MEMBER?

WHAT IS CIRCY?

The Centre for Innovation and Research in Childhood 
and Youth (CIRCY) is a pan-university research centre 
at the University of Sussex, with a membership that 

spans social sciences, arts, humanities and 
professional fields including social work, law, 

education and health. CIRCY’s research is 
interdisciplinary and international in scope, united by 

a critical engagement with children and young 
people’s lives in time, and a focus on the rights, voice 
and welfare of the child or young person at the centre 

of inquiry. 

WHO CAN JOIN CIRCY?

CIRCY encourages academics, doctoral 
researchers and others across the university who write 

and research in these fields to become members.

WHAT DOES MEMBERSHIP INVOLVE?

CIRCY holds lots of events through the year which 
members can attend. These  include seminars, 
reading groups, methodology workshops, writing 
retreats, and work in progress workshops where 

members can get feedback on research 
or writing ideas.

GET IN TOUCH!

If you’re interested in taking part in any of our 
upcoming members events or other activities, 

or just want to find out more, contact CIRCY Research 
Fellow, Loreto Rodriguez: L.Rodriguez@sussex.ac.uk. 

And please let us know if you have any ideas for 
members’ events or seminars, or need any support 
with developing research bids, or other research-

related activities, such as networking events 
or conference attendance.


