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Welcome to CIRCY 
The Centre for Innovation & Research in Childhood and 
Youth is completing its third year. In marking that milestone, 
we have engaged in a major review of our work to date, 
involving consultations with our members, our steering and 
advisory group, as well as some of the internal and external 
stakeholders who define our mission. In this annual report, 
as well as highlighting some of our key activities in the last 
year, we report on the conclusion of that review, reflecting 
on our achievements and challenges to date and offering a 
prospective imagining of what and where we would like to be 
in June 2018.

The strongest message from our review is that CIRCY’s 
mission to be interdisciplinary, international and engaging with 
real world problems is both current and compelling and will 
continue to shape our future directions. The review highlighted 
the clarity and vitality of CIRCY’s identity as inclusive, 
collaborative, innovative, creative and visible.  Another key 
message  concerned quality: CIRCY is and should be known 
for the highest quality research and knowledge exchange 
activity, and we are beginning to achieve our long term aim 
of becoming an international centre of excellence in the area 
of childhood and youth research. The review also identified 
particular strengths in research methods, for which we are 
becoming renowned and which will form an important part 
of our future plans. Engagement with stakeholders – be they 
professionals, young people, families or policy makers – is a 
central part of CIRCY’s mission and we are developing ways 
of enriching and expanding this work. Finally, our consultation 
confirmed our commitment to creating experimental 
interdisciplinary spaces, helping us make the familiar strange 
and offering new ways of conceptualising problems and 
imagining solutions. 

The review also considered the challenges that we face in 
sustaining and extending interdisciplinary research practice 
over time. As a result we are expanding the CIRCY advisory 
group; identifying interdisciplinary champions in each School 
of the University; making smarter use of virtual and face-to-
face meetings; and renewing research leadership. We are also 
consolidating our support for doctoral researchers, building 
a vibrant academic community that will produce the next 
generation of talented researchers and innovators in the field. 

My CIRCY
Here are some of the things that CIRCY members said about 
what it means to be involved

“There is genuine interdisciplinarity”

“ It’s a good conception – the wording of the centre is good 
in that it opens up a conceptual space for problematizing 
concepts. It provides a good anchor point and a space for 
grounding and exploring things widely at the same time.”

“ CIRCY gives opportunities to be more collaborative with bids 
and events”

“it’s grounded in practice and a high level of thinking”

Synergy between teaching and research…

“ Good to point doctoral students to for support on particular 
CYP related methods and ethics”

“Clear links between research and teaching”

“ CIRCY is really strong on methods teaching, sharing and 
developing”

Open and participatory…

“People are always welcome to join in CIRCY”

“ The people involved are friendly, personable and outward 
facing, they’re interested in talking to others”

“ It’s great to know that there is a formal/structured group of 
colleagues that are interested in the same thing and who can 
talk about and develop ideas and research.”

“ What it has achieved in 3 years has been through an open 
and participatory way. It’s a good product from a nice 
process”

“ It’s good for new people, early career etc. to get involved with 
things as it doesn’t rely on who you know already”.

welcome
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A bright future?
CIRCY members had a wealth of ’bright ideas’ to contribute 
to our plans for the future. We are exploring ways of bringing 
these into being over the coming years. 

•  Direct involvement of young people through a young 
researchers group.

•  A series of interdisciplinary workshops addressing themes 
including children’s bodies; nostalgia; the school as a space 
in everyday life.

•  A methods summer school and perhaps a biennial CIRCY 
conference.

•  A visiting fellow scheme and funded PhD studentships

•  Skills support for social media

•  Linking up with other centres of excellence in childhood and 
youth research

•  A book series

•  Consolidate and extend our strong practice and policy links



“What CIRCY has achieved in  
three years has been through 
an open and participatory way. 
It’s a good product from a nice 
process”
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As part of our three-year review, we consulted with our 
members about the research themes identified when 
CIRCY was established. These themes are not containers, 
setting boundaries between studies. Rather they provide ‘a 
space to hang ideas’ (in the words of one of our members), 
informing and inspiring the work of CIRCY, so any given 
project may draw on these themes in varying combination. 
Here we outline the key ideas that underpin the themes, and 
provide examples of published works where these ideas are 
elaborated.

Childhood publics 
This is a new research theme, developed as researchers 
in CIRCY have started to use the notion of publics as a 
springboard to think about childhood, youth and social change 
with reference to technological innovations, socio-economic 
developments and practices of activism broadly defined. 
The concept of publics has been around in the humanities 
and social sciences for a number of years. Often slippery to 
define, it carries with it overlapping meanings of collectivity 
and resistance and communication and audience(s) – ideas 
which make reference to processes of both personal and social 
change. A publics lens enables an analysis of childhood and 
social change in the real world; it allows a focus on children 
and young people’s lived experiences and the social issues that 
might mobilise children, young people and families. In this way, 
the theme of ‘childhood publics’ provides a space for us to think 
about how best to research and theorize agency, citizenship, 
rights, politics and participation across the generations and for 
our times. Bringing together the concepts of childhood, publics 
and social change provides a fertile ground for theoretical 
renewal and re-connects childhood and youth studies to key 
contemporary debates about democracy, social justice and 
socio-technical innovation. 

Nolas, S-M. (2015) ‘Children’s participation, Childhood Publics 
and Social Change: A Review,’ Children & Society, Vol. 29, pp. 
157-167.

Thurschwell, P. (2014) ‘Psychoanalysis, literature and the 
“case” of adolescence’. In: Marcus, Laura and Mukherjee, 
Ankha (eds.) A concise companion to psychoanalysis, 
literature, and culture. Wiley Blackwell, pp. 167-189.

‘Good childhoods’ and ‘(extra)ordinary 
children’
This brings together two previous research themes to create 
a conceptual space which lies at the heart of CIRCY’s 
interdisciplinary approach. We are exploring the contribution of 
historical and cross cultural approaches to understanding the 
diverse and contingent meanings of childhood as well as the 
ways in which global processes may cut across these in the 
expression of powerful ideas of what a ‘good childhood’ or an 
‘ordinary childhood’ should or could be. Research in this area 
also considers categories of children whose circumstances are 
‘extraordinary’ placing them  outside of these normative ideals 
– for example young migrants, child labourers and care leavers 
– and considers the ways in which those categorisations can 
neglect the ‘ordinary’ aspects of ‘extraordinary’ children’s 
lives, practices and relationships that are the foundation 
of meaning and resources. Our research in this area is 
characterised by attention to the everyday lives of children, 
young people and families, including the ways in which they 
understand themselves and their lives. We are also concerned 
with using these insights to challenge some of the perceived 
wisdoms of policy discourses which may focus on vulnerability, 
stigma and risk.

Boddy, J. Statham, J. Warwick, I. Hollingworth, K. and Spencer, 
G (2015 in press) What kind of trouble? Meeting the health 
needs of ‘troubled families’ through intensive family support. 
Social Policy and Society, special issue on family support.

Barron, H. (forthcoming 2016) Changing conceptions of the 
‘poor child’: The Children’s Country Holiday Fund, 1918-1939. 
Journal of the History of Childhood and Youth.

Fechter, A-M. (2014) ‘“The good child”: anthropological 
perspectives on morality and childhood’ (Introduction to 
Special Issue). Journal of Moral Education, 43 (2). pp. 143-
155.

research 
themes



Digital childhoods 
What are the implications of the digital revolution for 
childhood and youth? Through this theme we explore the 
many dimensions of digital childhood including the ways that 
technology impacts on parenting and play as well as how the 
‘context collapse’ associated with the digital complicates the 
contours of family-scapes as well as personal and professional 
boundaries in work with children and young people, confounding 
age and generation based hierarchies. Through CIRCY’s 
collaboration with the new Sussex Humanities Lab we seek to 
promote young people as entrepreneurs of digital landscapes, 
contributing to debates on data sharing, ownership and access 
as well as curators of archives and memories. Our research also 
engages with how children and young people may potentially be 
understood as having economic value within a digital economy 
and how participation may be associated with exploitation as 
well as the consequences of quantification as their educational 
performance and consumption practices are mapped, 
measured and monitored.

Berriman, L. and Thomson, R. (2015) ‘Spectacles of intimacy? 
Mapping the moral landscape of teenage social media’, Journal 
of Youth Studies , 18 (5):  583-597.

Buckingham, D. (2015) ‘Do we really need media education 
2.0? Teaching media in the age of participatory culture’, Lin, 
T.B. et al (eds) New Media and Learning in the 21st Century, 
Springer.

Emotional lives
Research under this theme seeks to understand established 
and taken for granted issues through the lens of emotion and 
affective practice, considering, for example, how emotional lives 
underpin our behaviour and practices. Our understanding of 
emotion takes account of historical and cultural contingencies 
as well as an awareness of the ways in which emotion expresses 
and confirms the materiality, relationality and sensuality of 
social lives. We are interested in the positive emotions of 
kindness and pleasure as well as the more obvious territory 
of anxiety, anger and the ways in which affective dynamics 
structure collective and institutional lives and characterise 
intergenerational transmissions. Our interest includes practice 
and policy approaches that are emotionally engaged and which 
seek to build insight into emotional dynamics and development 
among young people and those working with and for them. We 

also pioneer psychosocial methods that work with and through 
emotion and sensuality as a route to understanding.  

Zeitlyn, B. (2014) ‘Making sense of the smell of Bangladesh’, 
Childhood, 21 (2). pp. 175-189. 

McLaughlin, C., ed. (2015) The connected school. Supporting 
children and young people in schools to flourish, thrive and 
achieve. National Children’s Bureau/Pearson.

Methodological innovation
CIRCY is recognised for methodological excellence and 
innovation. This includes world leading expertise in temporal 
research methods, as well as internationally recognised 
strengths in participatory research with children and young 
people, in research ethics, and creative, digital, sensual 
and psychosocial approaches. CIRCY has hosted a series of 
ESRC National Centre for Research Methods (NCRM) awards 
for methodological innovation and advanced training and 
contributes a highly praised module on researching childhood 
and youth to the Sussex Doctoral Training Centre. CIRCY is also 
leading creative approaches to research ethics with children in 
a digital age, pioneering participatory approaches to studying 
ethics in research with children and young people and shaping 
new debates on data sharing and reuse. Across the disciplinary 
mix that is CIRCY, we promote intelligent research design using 
a broad mix of quantitative and qualitative methods best to 
address forward looking research questions. 

Boddy, J. (2015 in press)  The ethics of social research.  In 
Gilbert, N. and Stoneman, P. (eds) Researching Social Life. 
London: Sage.

Thomson, R. and McLeod, J. (2015) ‘New frontiers in qualitative 
longitudinal research: an agenda for research” International 
Journal of Social Research Methodology 18 (3) 242-250 

Sarre, S. and Moran-Ellis, J. (2014) ‘Methodological insights 
from researching temporality in families with teenage children’, 
International Journal of Child, Youth and Family Studies 5 (4.1)
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Here we report on our current research portfolio including 
new and ongoing projects.

New research
A joint C-SWIR/CIRCY research team was successful in a bid to 
the Department for Education, with Barry Luckock as PI and 
Janet Boddy as co-I, with Robin Banerjee, Gillian Hampden-
Thompson (Centre for Teaching and Learning Research), 
Richard Dickens and Gordon Harold (Rudd Centre) forming 
the executive group for the contract, which establishes us 
as approved evaluators of government-funded social work 
innovations under the DfE Innovation Programme. This has 
led to four contracts for evaluation of initiatives under the 
Innovation Programme, to March 2016. One project will be led 
by the Rudd Centre (Gordon Harold), consolidating that cross-
School relationship too.

Robin Banerjee is co-I on a successful grant application to 
NIHR on therapeutic ‘social recovery’ intervention for young 
people at risk of serious social and mental health difficulties; 
this PRODIGY grant is just about to start and will run for three 
years, and is a multi-site collaboration led by David Fowler at 
Sussex. The project will be launched at a youth mental health 
event on April 14th.

Nicola Yuill has secured funding for TWO seminar series, one 
on ‘Scaffolding learning’ funded by the British Psychological 
Society (www.scaffoldingseminars.org.uk) and the second an 
ESRC-funded Digital Bubbles 7-seminar series on Autism and 
Technology (www.digitalbubbles.org.uk).

Helena Howe and Janet Boddy secured Sussex Research RDF 
funding to develop a network between CIRCY and the Sussex 
Wildlife Trust and Natural England to explore the relationship 
between Forest Schools and children’s understandings of 
environmental rights and responsibilities. 

Gillian Ruch, Katie Walsh and Denise Turner secured Sussex 
Research RDF funding to support a feasibility and pilot project 
exploring young children’s everyday experiences of home, utilizing 
creative qualitative research methods. Of particular interest will 
be children who, for complex reasons, have experience of more 
than one home. The project will map the existing literature and 
examine potential methodological and ethical issues.

Denise Turner and Tish Marrable secured Sussex Research 
RDF funding to build an interdisciplinary project team to 
investigate the experiences of professionals from medicine 
and health, the police and social work when they encounter 
sudden and unexpected child death in their working lives. This 
will provide networking activities including workshops involving 
practitioners, academics and key stakeholders in this field. The 
first workshop, held in June, was attended by representatives 
from many of the key organisations involved in responding 
to child death and was very well received, with feedback 
identifying the isolation and stress of this role and the need for 
support to both families and practitioners. 

Spotlight on current projects

After launching in March 2014 the Connectors Study has 
completed its first year. The European Research Council 
funded cross-national study of children’s participation in public 
life developed from Dr Sevasti-Melissa Nolas’s  
previous research in the children’s participation in  
a range of community  and statutory service settings. 

The Connectors Study is firmly located in children’s 
everyday lives and is concerned with the ways in which an 
understanding of public life emerges in childhood, what public 
like means to children and families, and how an orientation 
towards social action emerges in childhood. 

Dr Nolas is joined by three colleagues, Dr Christos Varvantakis 
in Athens and Dr Vinnarasan Aruldoss in Hyderabad, and 
project coordinator Claire Prater in Brighton. To date the team 
have recruited and are currently working with 30 families 
across Athens (Greece), Hyderabad (India) and London 
(England) to produce in depth and qualitative longitudinal case 
studies of children’s everyday lives and their understanding 
and encounters with issues of collective and communal 
concern. 

The study employs a range of ethnographic methods including 
giving children a digital camera to document their everyday 
lives and things that matter to them, finding out about their 
‘favourite things’, spending a week day with each child (‘day in 
the life’), the drawing of area, friendship and family

research
highlights
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maps, and neighbourhood tours. In parallel to the fieldwork 
the team have also been busy presenting the study to different 
audiences. 

Melissa presented the Connectors Study to an interdisciplinary 
audience at the Crisis and Social Change: Towards 
Alternative Horizons conference in Cambridge in September 
2014 (https://towardsalternativehorizons.wordpress.
com) and an audience of Community Psychologists at the 
first ever Community Psychology Festival held in London 
in November 2014. Christos also presented some early 
methodological reflections at the Places of Learning: Think, 
Made, Do conference in Thessaloniki in January 2015 (http://
learningplaces.web.auth.gr/learning). Finally a ‘peripatetic’ 
Connectors Study reading group was launched in February 
2015 with regular meetings being carried out at the University 
of Sussex at the Centre for Economic and Social Studies in 
Hyderabad. Regular updates and other musings can be found 
on the Connectors Study blog (https://connectorsstudy.
wordpress.com).

For more information contact Dr Sevasti-Melissa Nolas, 
s.nolas@sussex.ac.uk

Curating Childhoods 
Curating Childhoods is a collaborative project between CIRCY 
and the Mass Observation Archive which has set out to explore 
how research data on children and young people’s everyday 
lives can be archived in the digital age. During the ESRC Face 
2 Face study our research team collected rich multimedia 
accounts of children’s everyday lives. However new questions 
arose around the practical and ethical issues of archiving that 
data and making it accessible for re-use. On 6th December 
2014, children and families involved in the Face 2 Face study 
were invited to attend a day workshop at the Mass Observation 
Archive to help us explore these issues through activities, 
discussions and games. The workshop involved researchers, 
archivists, children and parents exploring together issues 
around anonymity, privacy and data re-use. The workshop was 
filmed by documentary maker Susi Arnott, and the footage is 
being used to create a new set of short films addressing key 
issues raised in the workshop (including privacy, respect and 
responsibility). A report of the workshop event is now available 
on the ‘Everyday Childhoods’ project website. At the end of the 
workshop we asked our participants to record their own ‘day in 
a life’ multimedia diaries, with the suggestion that they recorded 

them on the same nominated day (December 28th). Examples 
of these are now available on the project website.  
http://blogs.sussex.ac.uk/everydaychildhoods

The next phase of the project focused on the Mass 
Observation (MO) Archive’s ‘May 12th’ event. May 12th has 
become an annual event in the MO’s calendar when members 
public are invited to produce a diary of their day to be included 
in the Archive. This year the MO invited children and young 
people to contribute accounts of a ‘day in their life’, recorded 
using whatever media they wish (e.g. writing/drawing, audio 
recordings, videos, photographs/images etc.) Short films, 
edited from footage of the December workshop, were used to 
promote the event. This includes a film exploring ‘why record 
a diary for May 12th?’, with talking-head footage of young 
people, parents, researchers and archivists. With additional 
funding from the Cultures and Communities Network+, this 
culminated in a Brighton Fringe Festival workshop on the 23rd 
May at The Keep where children and parents were invited to 
explore what archiving an account of their day will involve. 
Ultimately this project will conclude with the establishment 
of a new Everyday Childhoods archive collection that will 
comprise the data from the Face 2 Face study, along with new 
data collected as part of the May 12th event. The project will 
also have a legacy in the form of new online resources for 
researchers and archivists on issues relating to the archiving 
of children and young people’s data.

To find out more contact Dr Liam Berriman, l.berriman@
sussex.ac.uk



Lack of knowledge about positive 
experiences and outcomes for 
those who have been in care can 
contribute to stigmatisation and 
disadvantage for care leavers



Beating the Odds: Understanding  
and supporting positive change for  
marginalised youths
The pilot phase of the Beating the Odds project, funded 
by Artswork and Brighton & Hove City Council, took place 
between May and December 2014. Two strands of work 
were conducted: one focused on the experiences of young 
people participating in creative arts workshops (particularly 
Brighton Dome’s Miss Represented programme and activities 
organised by AudioActive), and the other focused on the young 
people who were receiving family coaching support (mainly 
via Brighton & Hove City Council’s Stronger Families Stronger 
Communities team, but also via Safety Net and the YMCA). 
Following an initial phase of work with newly-established 
steering groups and specific focus groups to inform and 
develop the research design and materials, a programme of 
mixed-methods research (involving surveys and interviews) 
was successfully carried out with young people and their 
families. The results of the pilot work have recently been 
disseminated to the relevant groups of policymakers and 
practitioners, and we are about to commence two years of 
further longitudinal research activity in this area. 

For more information please contact  
Robin Banerjee, r.a.banerjee@sussex.ac.uk

Against All Odds? Exploring and explaining 
positive outcomes for young adults formerly  
in care. 
The ‘Against All Odds?’ study considers what ‘doing 
well’ means for young people who are in care, or care 
leavers, in Norway, Denmark and England. Funded by the 
Research Council of Norway, this research project runs 
from September 2014 to August 2017, and aims to build 
positive understandings of the lives of young adults who 
have experience of public care. Professor Janet Boddy and Dr 
Fidelma Hanrahan in CIRCY are working with researchers from 
NOVA in Norway – a research institute focusing on studies 
in childhood, social policy and the welfare state, and SFI in 
Denmark – the Danish national centre for social research.  
Elisabeth Backe-Hansen from NOVA is leading the overall 
project.

Transitions to adulthood for young people in and after care 
are a priority in child welfare research internationally, not 
least because of concern – across countries – about poor 
outcomes relative to the general population. But young people 
in care comprise a diverse group, and to support them into 
adulthood, it is not sufficient to focus on risk factors. Lack of 
knowledge about positive experiences and outcomes for those 
who have been in care can contribute to stigmatisation and 
disadvantage for care leavers, and is additionally problematic 
because it means we lack understanding of what works best 
to support young people who have experience of care to 
achieve their aspirations. At the same time, a focus on easily 
measurable outcomes can neglect the dynamic complexity 
of everyday lives, as well as the temporal complexity of 
transitions, and hence fail to understand what ‘doing well’ 
means for young people themselves in their everyday lives 
over time.  

By combining a cross-national review of administrative data 
with in-depth qualitative longitudinal research – combining 
interviewing with creative methods including photography 
and music – the project aims to build a more complex 
understanding of ‘outcomes’, and of what matters in everyday 
lives, for care leavers at different points in early adulthood.

For more information contact  
Janet Boddy, j.m.boddy@sussex.ac.uk
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The Copenhagen connection
The SFI is the Danish National Centre for Social Research; it 
‘conducts research and carries out commissioned projects in the 
area of welfare state policies, and disseminates the results. Its 
primary task is to generate new knowledge of relevance to society’. 
In 2012 Rachel Thomson was invited to join the SFI’s international 
advisory group, providing expert advice in areas of her specialist 
interest around longitudinal and qualitative methods. SFI hosts a 
number of important longitudinal studies of children and young 
people. Rachel has worked closely with several researchers 
including – Jeanette Østergaard, Signe Ravn, Katrine Vitus and 
Tea Bengtsson – providing mentoring, advice on publishing, and 
contact with her research network. Two research proposals have 
been developed collaboratively between CIRCY and SFI to date 
– one unsuccessful bid to the Danish Research Council and one 
successful to the Norwegian Research Council (Against All Odds?), 
the UK component being led by Janet Boddy for CIRCY and the 
Danish component by SFI. 

Janet has also become involved with SFI this year attending 
the annual advisory group meeting in June. In April 2015 SFI 
and University of Copenhagen researchers hosted the annual 
Journal of Youth Studies conference in Copenhagen at which 
Rachel Thomson was invited to give a keynote address. Janet 
Boddy and Jeanette Østergaard convened a symposium on QLR 
methods and researching young people in and leaving care, and 
papers were given by CIRCY members including Liam Berriman, 
Kristi Hickle and Sara Bragg. 

Most recently the SFI have invited Rachel Thomson to take up 
a 10% Visiting Professor position to continue her work with SFI 
researchers and forging closer links with CIRCY. This partnership 
has synergies with other CIRCY connections with Danish 
researchers. Jette Kofoed (Aarhus University) is an advisory 
to the Digital Childhoods theme and hosted a visit for Liam 
Berriman and Rachel Thomson with her research group in April; 
she will also be a Visiting Fellow at the Sussex Humanities Lab. 

CIRCY has a longstanding collaboration between Janet Boddy 
and Inge Danielsen at University College in Copenhagen (UCC) in 
researching social pedagogy and European services for children 
and families, work that has had significant impact on policy in 
UK government (eg in reform of the children’s residential care 
workforce). Most recently, Janet and Inge have been working with 
Vanessa Regan to establish Study Abroad links between Sussex and 
UCC, an exciting new arrangement that allows our BA Childhood and 
Youth students (or any other Sussex undergraduates) to spend a year 
studying social pedagogy in Copenhagen.

CIRCY at the House of Commons
In March 2015, Janet Boddy was invited to talk about her 
research at the All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for Looked 
After Children and Care Leavers, in the House of Commons. The 
group is chaired by Craig Whittaker MP and organised by The 
Who Cares? Trust (www.thewhocarestrust.org.uk/), a national 
organisation which supports and advocates for young people 
who are involved with the care system. Sharing the panel with 
Edward Timpson MP and others, Janet discussed key messages 
from her European studies of services for children and young 
people in care, or leaving care, as part of a discussion on the 
topic of ‘Involving children and young people in care planning: 
what do they need to know to feel empowered to be involved 
in decision-making?’. You can read all about it in Janet’s CIRCY 
blog about the event:  

https://circyatsussex.wordpress.com/2015/03/11/
reflections-on-the-all-party-parliamentary-group-for-looked-after-
children-and-care-leavers

Hong Kong Institute of Education
In March 2015 the Hong Kong Institute of Education invited 
Rachel Thomson to conduct a three year review of their 
Centre for Childhood Research & Innovation (CCRI). CCRI was 
established in 2009 with the aim to become the centre of 
excellence for childhood research and innovation in the Asia 
Pacific region. It is committed to conducting and disseminating 
research about childhood, and the provision of professional 
support services to early childhood and primary education 
institutions and the community.

Sexology and songs
Ester McGeeney, Lucy Robinson and Rachel Thomson have 
completed the Wellcome Trust funded Sexology and Songs 
project that involved working with musicians from Rhythmix 
and young people from SafetyNet in a five month music 
project where young people took inspiration from sex research 
to create original music and lyrics. The project was linked 
to the Wellcome Trust’s Sexology exhibition, for which Ester 
McGeeney has also produced an educational resource. 
The event culminated in a performance at the Roundhouse 
with teams of researchers and young people from Glasgow, 
Manchester, Southampton and London sharing the fruits of 
their collaboration. The project is documented at  
https://goodsexproject.wordpress.com

knowledge exchange 
and partnerships
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OCC consultation on rights-based education
In October 2014, on behalf of CIRCY, the Centre for Social 
Work Research and the School of Education and Social Work, 
Dr. Margaret Boushel compiled a response to the Office 
of the Children’s Commissioner (England) consultation on 
rights-based education (OCC, 2014; Boushel, 2014). The 
large number of colleagues whose work contributed to this 
response indicated the depth and breadth of expertise CIRCY 
and related research centres have in this area. In doing so, it 
led to the development of the new CIRCY ‘Childhood Publics’ 
research theme. 

Office of the Children’s Commissioner (2014) Consultation: 
A rights-based approach to education: what are the 
characteristics of an education system which protects and 
promotes children’s rights? http://dera.ioe.ac.uk/20507

Best practice forum
In July 2015, Robin Banerjee (Psychology) co-presented a 
‘Best Practice Forum’ keynote on the social and emotional 
development of children who have experienced maltreatment 
and trauma. This took place at a House of Lords event organised 
by the Institute for Recovery from Child Trauma. The presentation 
arose from a successful collaboration with the Mulberry Bush 
residential school for traumatised children.

Digital Bubbles
Nicola Yuill (Psychology) is involved in a range of exciting 
knowledge exchange activities exploring the importance of 
digital communications for young people with autism. This 
includes an ongoing ESRC seminar series on Digital Bubbles, 
Technology and (Autism digitalbubbles.org.uk), as well as a 
series of keynotes at events over the year. Nicola organised 
a seminar on ‘Scaffolding and theory of mind in parent-child 
interactions at home’, at Canterbury Christchurch University 
in July and will be supporting the first Sussex Autism Summer 
School (for prospective students on the spectrum) in 
September 2015.

Ethics in research with children
Last year Janet Boddy and Bobbie Farsides (BSMS) worked 
with the Nuffield Council on Bioethics and researchers at the 
University of Nottingham and the Institute of Education, to 
create films exploring children and young people’s views of 
clinical research ethics. Those films formed part of a wider 
project for the Nuffield Council on Bioethics, concerned with 
clinical research ethics with children and young people. Led by 
Bobbie Farsides in the Brighton and Sussex Medical School, 
the project has now launched its final report, drawing much 
attention in public media. You can access the report and 
related resources here: http://nuffieldbioethics.org/project/
children-research.

Janet Boddy has also been working with ESRC, as part of 
an expert working group advising on revisions to the ESRC 
Framework for Research Ethics and on the creation of a new 
web resource which will be launched in late 2015 or early 
2016.

YMCA Downslink
Kristi Hickle (Social Work) has secured a contract for 2015-
2016 with the YMCA Downslink Group in Brighton. The project 
is called ‘An evaluation of the YMCA DLG trauma informed 
approach implementation’. 

Blogging
CIRCY members Melissa Nolas, Ester McGeeney and 
Liam Berriman gave a masterclass on blogging this spring 
encouraging students and faculty members to get involved in 
this direct and creative form of knowledge exchange. Here we 
profile some of CIRCY’s most prolific bloggers:

Lucy Robinson’s ‘Now that’s what I call history’ blog    
https://drlucyrobinson.wordpress.com/

Melissa Nolas’s CONNECTORS blog  
https://connectorsstudy.wordpress.com/

Ester McGeeney’s ‘Good Sex’ blog  
https://goodsexproject.wordpress.com/

Liam Berriman’s Everyday Childhoods blog  
http://blogs.sussex.ac.uk/everydaychildhoods/
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CIRCY hosts a programme of exciting and inclusive 
events over the year including workshops, seminars and 
conferences. Here we give a taste of the 2014-15 seminars, 
encouraging you to ‘watch again’ those that you missed, or 
to share the recordings with others.

CIRCY Events
September 22 2014, Melissa Nolas (University of Sussex) 
talking about the ideas behind her new ERC funded project on 
children’s participation in public life  
https://connectpro.sussex.ac.uk/p55117787

November 17 2014, Sarah Wilson (University of Stirling) 
talking about the emotional significance of digital and online 
resources in the lives of young people in care  
https://connectpro.sussex.ac.uk/p79315940

January 26 2015, Professor David Oswell (Goldsmiths, 
University of London) talking about re-aligning children’s 
agency and re-socialising children in childhood studies after 
biopower

February 23 2015, Jo Moran-Ellis (Professor of Sociology, 
University of Sussex) speaking on ‘Scoping the scale of 
children’s agency and social actorship’

May 18 2015, CIRCY members workshop. We spent half 
a day working together with our members to review our 
achievements and plan the future.
http://padlet.com/r_thomson/zai9d1iayo5o

June 22-23 2015, Capturing everyday temporalities through 
qualitative longitudinal research. This NCRM funded two day 
advanced training course included an introductory keynote by 
Professor Julie McLeod (University of Melbourne) as well as 
presentations by Mass Observation manger Fiona Courage 
and CIRCY members Dr Liam Berriman and Professor Rachel 
Thomson.
http://padlet.com/r_thomson/4yp1cwm5ep3w

CIRCY supports and values research led by other 
research centres. Here CIRCY member Pam 
Thurschwell reports on an event held by the 
Centre for Modernist Studies:
Modernism’s Child was a one-day graduate student led, 
interdisciplinary conference supported by the Sussex Centre 
for Modernist Studies and held at the University of Sussex on 
20 April 2015. Inspired by the philosopher Maurice Merleau-
Ponty’s attempt to view childhood from different theoretical 
standpoints, Modernism’s Child focused on reading modernist 
children through multiple disciplines. 

The writers discussed include James Joyce, Samuel Beckett, 
Virginia Woolf, Katherine Mansfield, Elizabeth Bowen, and 
Henry Green amongst others. The topics of discussion were 
equally diverse and international; from the child of children’s 
Arthuriana to idealised conceptions of the Soviet child, the 
semi-colonial child to the young adolescents of ‘Le jeu’, 
culminating in children at play and children in space. 

The conference was opened by Dr. Natalia Cecire’s (Sussex) 
keynote, entitled ‘Overthinking it in the Hundred Acre Wood’, 
the insight and intellectual breadth of which (From Pooh Bear 
to Ezra Pound via temporality and Learning to Read) was 
matched only by its charm. Professor Douglas Mao (Johns 
Hopkins University) closed the conference with a highly 
anticipated keynote on ‘Childhoods Ends’. Seamlessly weaving 
together the work of Margaret Mead, Aldous Huxley, and 
Arthur C. Clarke to provide a lively and provoking discussion of 
utopia and pedagogy, Professor Mao’s discussion exemplified 
the event’s interdisciplinary and intertextual approach.



CIRCY runs research seminars 
throughout the academic year, 
all of which are available to join 
in person or remotely. They are 
also recorded for retrospective 
viewing.



A key objective for CIRCY during 2014-15 was to consolidate 
and develop our work with doctoral researchers. Here we 
include a short report from Elsie Whittington who has been 
leading a review of CIRCY’s support for doctoral researchers, 
which is followed by a profile of one CIRCY doctoral project and 
a list of others.  

Building a CIRCY doctoral community
Elsie Whittington, doctoral researcher and CIRCY GTRA
Doing a PhD can be an intense and sometimes lonely process. 
Over the last academic year doctoral researchers linked 
to CIRCY have met to discuss the challenges we face and 
to consider ways of collaborating with and supporting one 
another while we ‘find our feet’ in academia. While we all 
have different research interests (ranging from early years’ 
education to youth sexuality and social work practices), we are 
encountering some similar ethical and theoretical debates.  

At the start of 2015 we submitted a proposal to the CIRCY 
steering group to request support in creating more formal 
structures of support for the doctoral researchers associated 
with the centre. We were pleased to get the ‘go ahead’ and 
have since formulated plans for the coming year in the form 
of a CIRCY reading group and regular meetings to share and 
learn from our research experiences.  We also hope to draw 
on the expertise of each other and CIRCY faculty members 
willing to offer their time to help us think through concepts 
and methods in a more structured way by meeting to discuss 
relevant themes and topics.  

This summer we tentatively started our collaborations by 
working together to develop a ‘Sussex symposium’ for the 
Summer Institute for Qualitative Research at Manchester 
Metropolitan University. Rebecca Webb, who recently 
completed her PhD, and who now lectures at Sussex, 
supported us on this expedition. Rebecca facilitated a space 
in which we could experience the process of collaboration, 
which is rare in PhD projects, supported by someone who was 
not too far removed from the emotions and realties of the PhD 
journey.  

We chose to develop our symposium around Judith Butler’s 
ideas of ‘vulnerability and resistance’ which we encountered 
in Melissa Nolas’s Connectors study reading group earlier in 
the year. We met regularly over eight weeks forging a space 
in which it was ok to not know and where we challenged 
ourselves and each other in a positive and productive way.  
The Symposium went very well. We ‘created a beautiful 
vulnerable space’ at the Summer Institute and learned a lot 
along the way. Our plans for the next academic year are to 
maintain this space, where it is ok to ‘not know’, to question 
things and to acknowledge your vulnerability, frustrations and 
achievements, large or small, while doing the PhD. We hope 
that other doctoral researchers will join us in this, building a 
vibrant CIRCY doctoral culture of support, collaboration and 
co-learning.     

the CIRCY  
doctoral culture 
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We have met to discuss 
the challenges we face 
and to consider ways of 
collaborating with and 
supporting one another 
while we ‘find our feet’ in 
academia

CIRCY doctoral researchers Perpetua Kirby  
and Louise Sims enjoy ‘not knowing



Witchcraft and Human Rights Information 
Network (WHRIN) 
Leethen Bartholomew (PhD Social Work)
The abuse of children accused of witchcraft or spirit 
possession has received national recognition following the 
death in 2000 of Victoria Climbié, who was murdered by her 
carers due to the belief that an evil spirit possessed her. 
Victoria’s death was not the first nor has it been the last case 
of a child in the United Kingdom being killed following an 
accusation. In spite of this, there is a dearth of research on the 
issue. Furthermore, even less is known about the experiences 
and outcomes for other children living within the same 
household as children who have been accused. 

WHRIN promotes awareness and understanding of human 
rights violations that are committed around the world due 
to belief in witchcraft. The organisation strives to help 
communities around the world access information and find 
solutions to complex problems in order to ensure that further 
human rights abuses do not take place. A key aspect of their 
work is the provision of training, consultancy and providing 
support for victims, many of whom are in the UK. 

PhD researcher Leethen Bartholomew is working with WHRIN 
as a collaborative partner to explore the issue of abuse linked 
to a belief in spirit possession and witchcraft. Leethen’s 
doctoral research is being supervised by Elaine Sharland and 
Russell Whiting. The purpose of this research is to explore 
the experiences and outcomes for the non-accused within 
the same family network as those who have been accused. 
Leethen’s study hopes to (re)focus the debate by viewing the 
issue through the lens of the non-accused.

To explore prevalence, incidence and patterns of spirit 
possession and witchcraft related accusations against 
children, a survey of local authorities and police forces will 
be carried out to gather data on accused and non-accused 
children. This will be complemented by a retrospective 
interview study with the adult siblings of those who were 
accused as children, and with the accused themselves.

For more information on WHRIN’s services see: www.whrin.org
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Spotlight on doctoral 
research: (re)focusing 
debate about witchcraft 
and spirit possession by 
studying the views of the 
accused and non-accused.



Shaibu Bukari (PhD Social Work): Working title: ‘Cradle to Work: 
Fishers’ social construct on child labour in Ghana’ 

Helen Drew (PhD Mental Health): Co-funded by the School of 
Psychology at the University of Sussex and Sussex Partnership 
NHS Foundation Trust. Working title: ‘Supporting the Mental 
Health of Looked-After Children Across the Primary to Secondary 
Transition’. 

Helen Evans (Doctor of Social Work): Working title: ‘In what ways is 
the concept of ‘preparation for independent adult life’ constructed 
by leaving care workers in the context of their practice with young 
people as they leave the care system’.

Tracey Fuller (PhD Education): Funded by ESRC. Working 
title:‘“Can I Trust You?” Ethics considerations for school 
counsellors in information sharing’.

Fawzia Haeri Mazanderani (PhD Education): Working title: 
‘Navigating the ‘new South Africa’: A study of the born free 
generation in Mpumalanga’

Padmini Iyer (PhD Education): Funded by ESRC. Working title: 
‘Risk, rakhi and romance: learning about gender and sexuality in 
Delhi schools’.

Perpetua Kirby (PhD Social Work): Co-funded by ESRC and 
Progressway (www.progressway.eu), a small charity aiming 
to ensure schools provide all young people with supportive 
opportunities to learn and grow. Working title: ‘An exploration of 
primary school children’s agency in learning’.

Gemma North (PhD Social Work): Funded by ESRC. Working 
title: ‘Challenges for child protection social work in assessing and 
working with intrafamilial emotional abuse’.

Cynthia Okpokiri (PhD Social Work): Funded by ESRC. Working 
title: ‘First generation Nigerian immigrant parents and child 
welfare issues in Britain’.

Keith Perera (PhD Education): Working title: ‘Multiliterate media 
studies: An investigation into the teaching and learning of an A 
Level media studies unit within the context of a changing media 
ecology’’.

Tasleem Rana (PhD Social Work): Co-funded by ESRC and Kids 
Company. Working title: ‘Against the odds? A case study of 
developing community participation with vulnerable inner-city 
children and young people’.  

Jacqui Shepherd (PhD Education): Funded by ESRC. Working title: 
‘Transitions of Young People with Autism from Special School to 
Further Education’.

Louise Sims (PhD Social Work): Co-funded by ESRC/ British 
Association of Adoption & Fostering. Working title: ‘What can be 
learned from the practice encounter in adoption support social 
work?’.

Roma Thomas (PhD Social Work): Working title: ‘Doing Boy Work? 
Young masculine identities and emotions – intersections and 
implications for professional practice’. 

Elsie Whittington (PhD Social Work): Co-funded by The Centre for 
Innovation and Research in Childhood and Youth, and Brook young 
people’s charity. Working title: Participatory processes with young 
people: exploring sexual consent 

Doctoral researcher who have completed  
this year
Rebecca Webb (PhD Education): ‘Doing the ‘rights’ thing: an 
ethnography of a ‘rights and respect’ discourse in an English 
primary school’.

Adi Shapira-Faians (PhD Education): ‘Social Skills Learning 
Groups: A case study of young people identified with attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder’.
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A key objective for CIRCY during 
2014-15 was to consolidate and 
develop our work with doctoral 
researchers



2015 saw the results of the Research Excellence Framework 
to which CIRCY members contributed world leading and 
internationally recognised outputs. CIRCY members are also 
actively involved in supporting quality publications through 
editorship of international journals and membership of 
editorial boards (including Children & Society, the Journal 
of Youth Studies, Gender & Education, Child & Family Social 
Work, Sex Education).

New publications from CIRCY members 
Arnott, S., Thomson, R., (2015) Day of our lives: making and 
sharing multi-media documents of everyday mothering. Studies in 
the Maternal, 7 (1) www.mamsie.bbk.ac.uk/Thomson_Arnott_
SiM_7_1_2015.html

Barron, H., (in press) ‘Changing Conceptions of the ‘Poor Child’: The 
Children’s Country Holiday Fund, 1918-1939’ Journal of the History 
of Childhood and Youth

Bartholomew, L., (2015) Mapping Transnationalism: Child abuse 
linked to beliefs in witchcraft. Transnational Social Review: A Social 
Work Journal www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/2193167
4.2015.1028809

Berriman, L. & Thomson, R. 2015. ‘Spectacles of Intimacy? 
Mapping the Moral Landscape of Teenage Social Media’, Journal of 
Youth Studies, 18(5): 583-597.

Berriman, L. 2014. ‘Curating Digital Accounts of the Everyday’ 
in Woodfield, K. (ed.) Social Media in Social Research: Blogs on 
Blurring the Boundaries. NatCen Social Research & Sage.

Berriman, L. 2014. ‘Activating Users in the Production of Virtual 
Worlds’ in Bennett, A. & Robards, B. (eds.) Mediated Youth 
Cultures: The Internet, Belonging and New Cultural Configurations. 
Palgrave.Kids for sale? Childhood and consumer culture’, 

Boddy, J. (2015 in press) The ethics of social research. In Gilbert, 
N. and Stoneman, P. (eds) Researching Social Life. London: Sage.

Boddy, J., Statham, J. Warwick, I. Hollingworth, K. and Spencer, 
G (in press) What kind of trouble? Meeting the health needs of 
‘troubled families’ through intensive family support. Social Policy 
and Society, special issue on family support.

Buckingham, D. ‘Kids for sale? Childhood and consumer 
culture’ in S. Wagg and J. Pilcher (eds.) Thatcher’s Grandchildren 
Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014

Buckingham, D. in S. Wagg and J. Pilcher (eds.) Thatcher’s 
Grandchildren Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014

Buckingham, D. co-author with D. Chronaki ‘Saving the children: 
childhood, pornography and the internet’, in S. Wagg and 

J. Pilcher (eds.) Thatcher’s Grandchildren Basingstoke: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2014 

Buckingham, D. (2014) ‘The (re-)making of media educators: 
teacher identities in changing times’, in P. Benson and A. Chik (eds.) 
Popular Culture, Pedagogy and Teacher Education: International 
Perspectives London: Routledge, 2014

Buckingham, D. (2015)  ‘Do we really need media education 2.0? 
Teaching media in the age of participatory culture’, in Lin, T-B. et 
al. (eds.) New Media and Learning in the Twenty First Century: A 
Sociocultural Perspective Singapore: Springer, 2015

Buckingham, D. co-author with M-J. Massanet ‘Advice on life? 
Online fan forums as a space for peer-to-peer sex and relationships 
education’, Sex Education DOI:10.1080/14681811.2014.93444
4, 2014

Buckingham, D. co-editor with S. Bragg, M.J. Kehily Youth Cultures 
in the Age of Global Media Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2014

Boushel, M. (2014) OCC Consultation on rights-based education: 
University of Sussex response. October, 2014

Elliott, H, Edwards, R,  Phoenix, A and Boddy, J. (2015) Narrative 
analysis of paradata from the Poverty in the UK survey: a worked 
example. NCRM Working Paper. NCRM, London.  
http://eprints.ncrm.ac.uk/3720/ 

Fuller, T. and Smart, T. (2015) Working in partnership with 
adolescents in care who have experienced early trauma In M. 
Richardson, and F. Peacock, (Eds) Fostering Good Relationships: 
Partnership Work in Therapy with Looked After and Adopted 
Children. London: Karnac. (In Press)

Gazeley, L., Marrable, T., Brown, C. and Boddy, J. (in press) Rates 
of school exclusion and inequalities in English schools: ‘the tip of 
the ice-berg.’ British Journal of Educational Studies.

Hopkins, Z, Yuill, N. & Keller, B. (2015) Children with autism align 
syntax in natural conversation. Applied Psycholinguistics 

Join-Lambert, H., Euillet, S., Boddy, J., Statham, J., Danielsen, I. and 
Geurts, E. (2015) L’implication des parents dans l’éducation de 
leur enfant placé. Approches européennes,  Revue Française de 
Pédagogie, 187, 71-80. (Spring 2015).

Ku, L., Dittmar, H., & Banerjee, R. (2014). To have or to learn:  The 
effects of materialism on British and Chinese children’s learning.  
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 106, 803-821.

Lebeau, Vicky (2015) Aphanisis: Patricia Williams and Ernest 
Jones.Psychoanalysis, Culture & Society, 20 (2). ISSN 1088-0763 
(now prepublished online)
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Lebeau, Vicky (2014) Mirror images: D W Winnicott in the visual 
field. In: Piotrowska, Agnieszka (ed.) Embodied encounters: new 
approaches to psychoanalysis and cinema. Taylor and Francis, 
London. ISBN 9781138795259

McGeeney, E., (2015) Live tweeting and building the digital archive; 
#NFQLR – who and what is it for? International Journal of Social 
Research Methodology, 18 (3) 307-319. 

McGeeney, E., (2015) Young people, sexual pleasure and sexual 
health services: what happens when “good sex” is bad for your 
health?, in Wright, K. and Mcleod, (eds.) J. Rethinking Youth 
Wellbeing, Springer.  pp91-108.

McLaughlin, C., (2015) Cordingley, P., McLellan, R. and Baumfield, 
V. Making a difference – Turning teacher learning inside out. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

McLaughlin, C., (ed.) (2015 in press) The Connected School: 
Supporting children and young people in schools to flourish, thrive 
and achieve, London: National Children’s Bureau/Pearson

McLaughlin, C., and Ayubayeva, N., (2015) ‘‘It is the research of 
self experience’: Feeling the value in action research.’ International 
Journal of Educational Action Research. 23,1, 51-67 
http://ncb.org.uk/theconnectedschool

Morrow, V., Boddy, J., Lamb, R. (2014)   The ethics of secondary 
data analysis:  Learning from the experience of sharing qualitative 
data from young people and their families in an international study 
of childhood poverty. Southampton: ESRC National Centre for 
Research Methods Working Paper.  

Nolas, S-M. (2015) ‘Children’s participation, childhood publics, and 
social change: a review’, Children & Society, 29(2), pp. 157-167.

Roe-Sepowitz, D., Gallagher, J., Risinger, M., & Hickle, K. (2014). 
The sexual exploitation of girls in the United States: The role of 
female pimps,  Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 1-17. 

Roe-Sepowitz, D.E., Hickle, K.E., Dahlstedt, J., & Gallagher, J. 
(2014). Victim or whore: The similarities and differences between 
victim’s experiences of domestic violence and sex trafficking. 
Journal of Human Behavior and the Social Environment, 24(8), 
883-898.

Schmitz, E., Banerjee, R., Pouw, L.B.C., Stockmann, L. & Rieffe, C. 
(2015). Better to be equal? Challenges to equality for cognitively-
able children with ASD in a social decision game. Autism: 
International Journal of Research and Practice, 19, 178-186.

Smalley, D., & Banerjee, R. (2014).The role of social goals in 
bullies’ and victims’ social information processing in response to 
ambiguous and overtly hostile provocation. Social Development, 
23, 593-610.

Shukla, N, Wilson, E., and Boddy, J. (2014) Combining thematic 
and narrative analysis of qualitative interviews to understand 
children’s spatialities in Andhra Pradesh, India. Southampton: 
ESRC National Centre for Research Methods Working Paper.  

Thomson, R. and Hadfield, L. (2014) ‘’Day-in-a-life’ 
microethnographies and ‘Favourite Things’ interviews’, in Johnson, 
V., Hart, R. and Colwell, J. (eds) Steps to engage young children 
in research: Volume 2, The researcher toolkit, Bernard Leer 
Foundation, pp126-130.

Thomson, R. and Holland, J.  (2015) ‘Critical moments: the 
importance of timing in young people’s narratives’ in Wyn, J. and 
Cahil, H. (eds) Handbook of Children and Youth Studies, Springer

Thomson, R., McLeod, J. (2015) New frontiers in qualitative 
longitudinal research: an agenda for research. International Journal 
of Social Research Methodology, 18 (3). pp. 243-250. 

Turney, D. and Ruch, G. (2015) Thinking about Thinking after 
Munro: The Contribution of Cognitive Interviewing to Child-Care 
Social Work Supervision and Decision-Making Practices, British 
Journal of Social Work Advance Access published February 4, 
2015 doi:10.1093/bjsw/bcv001. London: Routledge/CARN

de Visser, R.O., Graber, R., Hart, A., Abraham, C., Scanlon, T., 
Watten, P. & Memon, A. (2015). Using qualitative methods 
within a mixed-methods approach to developing and evaluating 
interventions to address harmful alcohol use among young 
people. Health Psychology, 34, 349-360

Conroy, D. & de Visser, R.O. (2014) Being a non-drinking 
student: an interpretative phenomenological analysis. 
Psychology & Health, 29, 536-551.

Rissel, C., Heywood, W., de Visser, R.O., Simpson, J.M., Grulich, 
A.E., Badcock, P.B., Smith, A.M.A. & Richters, J. (2014). First 
vaginal intercourse and oral sex among a representative 
sample of Australian adults: The Second Australian Study of 
Health and Relationships. Sexual Health, 11, 406-414.

Waterhouse, R., McLellan, R., McLaughlin, C. and Morgan, B. 
(2014) ‘Powerful partnership in a schools-university research 
collaboration’. In T. Stern, A. Townsend, F. Rauch, F. and A. 
Schuster (Eds.)  Action Research, Innovation and Change: 
International perspectives across disciplines.

Yuill, N. (2014) Going along with or taking along with: a 
cooperation continuum in autism? Frontiers in Psychology, 5. 

Zeitlyn, B., 2015 ‘Transnational Childhoods: Growing up British 
Bangladeshi in London’ Palgrave Books.
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CIRCY Members and Steering Group

Robin Banerjee (Psychology, CIRCY Steering Group) 
Hester Barron (History, CIRCY Steering Group) 
Janet Boddy (Education, Co-Director of CIRCY) 
Jo Bridgeman (Law)
Rachel Burr (Social Work)
Richard Dickens (Economics)
Anne-Meike Fechter (Anthropology)
Andy Field (Psychology)
Bobbie Farsides (Brighton and Sussex Medical School)
Louise Gazeley (Education)
Valerie Hey (Education)
Kristine Hickle (Social Work)
Tamsin Hinton-Smith (Education) 
Kate Howland (Informatics) 
Iftikhar Hussain (Economics) 
Pamela Kea (Anthropology) 
Heather Keating (Law)
Claire Langhamer (History) 
Hilary Lawson (Social Work) 
Vicky Lebeau (English) 
Michelle Lefevre (Social Work) 
Barry Luckock (Social Work) 
Tish Marrable (Social Work) 
Colleen McLaughlin (Education, CIRCY Steering Group) 
Jo Moran-Ellis (Sociology, CIRCY Steering Group)
Sevasti-Melissa Nolas (Social Work, CIRCY Steering Group)
John Pryor (Education) 
Keith Perera (Education) 
Vanessa Regan (Education) 
Lucy Robinson (History)
Elaine Sharland (Social Work) 
Rachel Thomson (Social Work, Director of CIRCY)
Pam Thurschwell (English) 
Denise Turner (Social Work) 
Maya Unnithan (Anthropology) 
Richard de Visser (Pyschology) 
Chris Warne (History)
Rebecca Webb (Education) 
Catherine Will (Sociology) 
Nicola Yuill (Psychology)

CIRCY International Advisory Committee

David Buckingham is Emeritus Professor of Media and 
Communications at Loughborough University, UK, and a 
Visiting Professor at the Norwegian Centre for Child Research.

Ros Edwards is Professor of Sociology at the University of 
Southampton.

Jane Fortin is Emeritus Professor of Law at the University of 
Sussex.

Penelope Leach writes extensively on parenting issues from a 
child development perspective.

Avril Loveless is Head of the Education Research Centre at the 
University of Brighton.

Harriet Bjerrum Nielsen is Professor of Gender Studies and 
Education at the Centre for Gender Research, University of 
Oslo.

Ann Phoenix is Professor of the Department of Childhood, 
Families and Health at the Thomas Coram Research Unit, UCL 
Institute of Education.

June Statham is Emerita Professor of Education and Family 
Support at the UCL Institute of Education.

Barrie Thorne recently retired as Professor of Sociology and of 
Gender and Women’s Studies at the University of California, 
Berkeley.

Uma Vennam is Professor of Social Work at Sri Padmavati 
Mahila Visvavidyalayam University in Tirupathi, India. 

CIRCY members 
and visitors
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This year we have had the pleasure of welcoming  
David Buckingham as a Visiting Professor at CIRCY. David is a 
member of CIRCY’s Advisory Committee, and since his arrival 
as a Visiting Professor in October 2014 he has participated in 
a range of the Centre’s activities. He has mentored staff and 
students including PhD researcher Keith Perera, and advised 
on the development of research proposals by CIRCY members 
including a shortlisted bid by Rachel Thomson to the European 
Research Council, and has supported ongoing CIRCY projects 
including Colleen McLaughlin and Duncan Mackrill’s work with 
Family, Kids and Youth and Sevasti-Melissa Nolas’s  European 
Research Council Connectors study.  

David has also contributed to discussions and seminars, 
including a public event on children and consumption 
organised by Helga Dittmar in the School of Psychology. He is 
currently working with Rachel Thomson and Liam Berriman 
on developing an impact strategy for the digital childhoods 
research. In his own work, David is developing new forms of 
writing, including a public-facing website on issues relating to 
children, media and education; and a racy novel about politics, 
culture and urban regeneration.

Other visitors this year have included Professor Julie McLeod 
from the University of Melbourne who contributed to our 
‘Capturing Everyday Temporalities’ workshop and  
Dr Lois Tonkin from Christchurch in New Zealand who 
lead a workshop on using psychosocial methods to explore 
childlessness. Jeanette Østergaard from SFI (Denmark), 
Uma Vennam and Madhavi Latha (Sri Padmavati Mahila 
Visvavidyalayam University in Tirupathi, India), Heinz Sünker 
(Bergische Universität Wuppertal), and Dr Nelly Askouni 
(National and Kapodistrian University of Athens) have all 
spent time at Sussex during 2014-15 as part of collaborative 
research ventures with CIRCY members.
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For further information about CIRCY, visit:
www.sussex.ac.uk/esw/circy

CIRCY Directors 
Professor Rachel Thomson:  
r.thomson@sussex.ac.uk

Professor Janet Boddy:  
j.m.boddy@sussex.ac.uk

CIRCY Research Fellow 
Elsie Whittington: 
ew99@sussex.ac.uk

CIRCY Support 
Julie Farlie:  
j.farlie@sussex.ac.uk

CIRCY blog
www.circyatsussex.wordpress.com/

CIRCY on twitter
@SussexCIRCY

Location
The Centre for Innovation and Research in Childhood 
and Youth (CIRCY) is located within the School of 
Education and Social Work which is based in Essex 
House on the University of Sussex campus. The 
University is situated on a modern campus on the edge 
of the South Downs National Park near the lively seaside 
city of Brighton. London is one hour away  
by train, and there is easy access to Gatwick and 
Heathrow airports.

Centre for Innovation and Research  
in Childhood and Youth (CIRCY)
School of Education and Social Work
Essex House
University of Sussex
Falmer, Brighton
BN1 9QQ
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