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Teaching, Learning and Assessment:  Working with Disabled Students

STUDENTS WITH SPEECH AND COMMUNICATION IMPAIRMENTS

Introduction.

Speech and communication impairments can include:

· Total speech loss

· Distortion in speech

· Stammering

· Problems in articulating

· Difficulty in locating and articulating particular words – in, for example, aphasia following brain trauma

· Hoarseness

· Difficulties of projection and volume

· Needing to speak from the oesophagus or with the aid of voice synthesis

Impairment may be a result of  a longstanding condition such as cerebral palsy or be  the  result of stroke, or trauma following surgery/other medical intervention.  For some students the impairment will be of recent onset. 

A speech impaired student’s confidence and self esteem may be vulnerable.  Dysfluency in speech is often exacerbated by anxiety. Speaking in unfamiliar settings, to new people and in groups may be particular sources of stress.

Teaching strategies and possible adjustments:

· Be patient.

· Maintain eye contact.

· Allow time for the student to speak.

· Do not complete sentences for them - it may be your embarrassment that is thus being relieved.  

· Where a student is exceptionally, painfully embarrassed, be prepared to intervene, without interrupting, and discuss what might be helpful with the student in private later. 

· Do not alter your own speech.

· Do not confuse speed of speech with speed of thought.

· Consult with the student and set communication ground rules for groups.

· Consider safe ways of giving students the opportunity to speak, without forcing the issue.  This might include giving the student an opportunity to choose and practice beforehand material to be read out in class, or rehearsing in advance a question the student is going to ask during a seminar.

· You might agree for a student to give a presentation in a 1 to 1 situation with you rather than in front of the whole group. 

· Discuss with groups and project teams working independently of you how they will work together. 

· Additional time may be needed for oral tasks, or alternatives may be found for oral assessments.

Further resources.

Helpful guidance on talking with someone who stammers can be found at

http://www.stammering.org/conversation.html
