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Teaching, Learning and Assessment:   Working with Disabled Students

Field Trips
Field trips can pose complex problems.  As ever, however, we are not required to compromise educational standards or objectives, but to make all possible reasonable adjustments so that field work courses are inclusive and offer the same learning opportunities to all students. 

Perhaps the most immediately obvious issue is physical access to a site.  However problems are equally likely to arise elsewhere.  Common issues include:  

· Meeting the needs of students with impaired motor skills  

· Supporting students with medical conditions impairing stamina  

· Access within a site  

· Considering social activities as well as learning tasks  

· Timetabling

Whilst there can be no hard and fast rules for managing field courses for people with disability, useful initial strategies at a planning stage are to:
· Audit the accessibility of the sites and locations used, including consideration of transport and accommodation 

· Audit the field trip learning outcomes and tasks

· Consider whether students are likely to be inadvertently excluded from social activities

· Plan early 

· Give  students another chance to disclose disability 

· Ask the students what they need 

· Liaise with the Student Support Unit 

It may be necessary to undertake a fairly comprehensive review of the field work course’s learning outcomes.  These may well include learning outcomes such as demonstrating competence in:

· practical techniques

· observational and reporting skills

· independent learning

· team working

· problem solving in a complex, uncontrolled environment

The course may well also give student the opportunity to:

· develop levels of understanding that could not be achieved in the classroom or laboratory

· allow concentrated study of a topic not usually possible within the normal timetable

· build working relations between students and their peers and between students and staff

It may be possible for such learning outcomes and areas of student development to be achieved in a variety of ways.  Useful forms of reasonable adjustment to existing activities include:

· Providing written details beforehand for hearing impaired students

· Providing materials in advance for slow readers or visually impaired students to enable them to prepare and cope better on the trip 

· Providing  alternative accommodation / transport , e.g. allowing a student to use their own adapted transport


· Using a student’s Disabled Student’s Allowance to pay for a helper during the trip 

· Negotiating different hours 

· Allowing a student to direct or observe particular investigations, to demonstrate understanding of a process 

· Providing alternative activities 

· Examining assessment to identify problems which might arise for students with specific disabilities and the scope for providing alternative measures.

Virtual fieldwork 

An excellent example of virtual fieldwork has been developed at Sussex. COASTVIEW is a  series of cd-roms of course material designed for a third year geography course on Coastal Processes and Coastal Management.  The course materials support flexible modes of student learning and promote the effective use of ICT. 

Further Resources:

The Geography Discipline Network (GDN) has produced a comprehensive guide on “Providing Learning Support for Disabled Students Undertaking Fieldwork and Related Activities” which is available at:

http://www.chelt.ac.uk/gdn/disabil/overview/index.htm
Further guides produced by the same team include ones on providing learning support for fieldwork and related activities being undertaken by students with the following needs:

· Mobility impairments

http://www.chelt.ac.uk/gdn/disabil/mobility/index.htm
· Blind or Visually impaired

http://www.chelt.ac.uk/gdn/disabil/blind/index.htm
· d/Deaf or hearing impaired http://www.chelt.ac.uk/gdn/disabil/deaf/index.htm
· Mental Health difficulties  http://www.chelt.ac.uk/gdn/disabil/mental/index.htm
· Hidden disabilities and dyslexia  http://www.chelt.ac.uk/gdn/disabil/hidden/index.htm
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