UNIVERSITY OF SUSSEX

Teaching, Learning and Assessment: Working with Disabled Students

STUDENTS WITH ACQUIRED BRAIN INJURY 

May be the result of meningitis, brain tumour, stroke, road accident or sports injury.

The highest rate of occurrence is in young men between 15 –24. 

Impairments with particular impact on study may be:

Physical 

· movement, balance and co-ordination may be impaired

· fatigue

· epilepsy 

Cognitive 

· difficulties with attention and concentration 

· impairments in language  

· difficulty in word retrieval

· speech

· speed of processing information 

· memory

· sensory losses may include taste and smell 

Psychological

Loss of confidence and heightened anxiety may be among the psychological effects. There may be emotional and behavioural effects, depending on the nature of an individual’s injury and response to it.

Teaching Strategies 

Adjustments in this area are particularly  difficult to generalize about, given the complex set of neurological  effects students may be dealing with. You may well wish to take advice from SSU/Learning Support at studentsupport@sussex.ac.uk.  However, the following strategies are often appropriate:
· providing outlines, notes and copies of overheads to take account of impaired memory

· checking for understanding

· prioritised reading lists

· reducing background noise as far as possible 

· extended deadlines

(See also sections on SPEECH IMPAIRMENT & MOBILITY.)

Assessment adjustments 

· Exam breaks, to allow for reduced concentration span

Other teaching contexts
Field Work/ Visits / Placements/Year Abroad may present difficulties not encountered on campus. Early planning to assess adjustments and alternatives is likely to be particularly helpful.

Field work:

http://www.chelt.ac.uk/gdn/disabil/overview/index.htm
Placements:

http://www.lifelonglearning.co.uk/placements/index.htm
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/Units/CDU/ciequa.html#disa
http://www.demos.ac.uk/a-summit/ 

OTHER USEFUL LINKS
http://www.headway.org.uk
http://www.dissvcs.uga.edu/whatabi.html
http://www.differentstrokes.co.uk/
