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University of Sussex

Access Around Campus

The Residences

Brighthelm

One of the newest accommodation areas, it is situated on a hillside and, although there is a driveway, it is on a steep gradient.  Those flats which do not have steps leading up to them are accessible for some wheelchairs, and the doorways and interior plan allow room to manoeuvre.  The bathrooms however, are not designed with wheelchair users in mind, so while good socially, Brighthelm would not be suitable for residential purposes.

East Slope

This accommodation has undergone a great deal of modernisation in recent years.  However, it is situated on a steep hillside, and is not generally accessible to students using wheelchairs.  The East Slope Bar, at the bottom of the slope, is however accessible to wheelchair users, and also has an accessible toilet.

Kent House
Has ramped entrances and a lift to all floors.  Both the lift and all corridors are narrow and there are several sets of double doors between the two entrances, making access for the larger wheelchairs impossible.  There are however, two rooms near the ramped entrance which are accessible for those with some walking ability.

Kulukundis House

Essentially a wing of Kent House, Kulukundis House has specially designed facilities for wheelchair users, although other students also live there.  It was originally intended for students who might need assistance in day to day living and so has Community Service Volunteers on duty.  As there are only four places and students generally stay for a three year period, the availability of places varies. 

Lancaster House

Lancaster House has a ramp to the main entrance.  There is no lift, but most of the ground floor rooms are accessible, including the common room which is often used for meetings by the different clubs and societies.

Lewes Court

There are some flats on the ground floor which were designed with access in mind, and there are wide door and corridors, and some have specially designed bathrooms.  At least half of Lewes Court, which is at the north end of campus, is on a hilly gradient, and the usual problems of access apply.

Norwich House

This accommodation is at the top of the western hillside of campus, above York and Kent Houses.  Due to the length and gradient of the hill, it is not accessible to wheelchair users without assistance, and even then it is difficult.

Park Village

These flats are not appropriate accommodation for wheelchair users as the entrance doors to the houses are narrow with tall thresholds, and there are no lifts or accessible bathroom facilities.   In addition all corridors are narrow with many fire doors and narrow bends.

Swanborough

Swanborough is the name for the three residential blocks next to Refectory Road, opposite Bramber House.  The ground floor of each is accessible step free, and the admin office and porter’s lodge are both located in the central block (Block 2).  There are two flats adapted for wheelchair users, Flats 2 and 29, equipped with semi automatic door openers, walk-in wet room shower areas and adjustable height kitchen facilities.
York House

This building has ramped entrances at the main entrance and the rear of the building facing Lancaster House, and a ramped egress to the west of the main entrance.  This rear entrance leads to the TV room and a 24 hour computing facility.  There are suitable toilet facilities.   This residence also houses 24 hour Reception, several offices and the University’s Security Office.

The Academic Buildings
Arts and Social Sciences
Arts D and E are due for replacement and are currently being demolished.  This has split the Arts and Social Sciences buildings making access between rather difficult.

Various lifts and platform lifts are installed to enable step-free access.  The steps which occur between sections make these buildings awkward for wheelchair users.  This means that there is often only a very circuitous route between two fairly close points.  This aside, the majority of the buildings are accessible by some route or other.
Some doors in the Arts complex are equipped with hold-open devices or semi-automatic push-pad door operators, continuing a rolling programme of installation throughout the University.
Arts A

The ground and first floor levels of Arts A are accessible by different routes.

On the ground floor, the main lecture theatres, A1, A2, A4d, A5, A10-A59 are accessible.  There are wheelchair accessible toilets for male and female users on the ground floor, A39.  Access between floors is possible by a wheelchair lift on the west side of the building.

The Sussex Language Institute, Lecture Theatre A103 and rooms A100-A172, on the first floor, will then be accessible.  There is an accessible toilet at A139.

The only way to get from Arts A to Arts B or C, or vice-versa, is by the roadside pavement to the west and north of the building (Library Road and Arts Road).
Arts B

The ground floor, Level 1, of Arts B is easily accessible via the main entrance which is reached by a gentle ramp from the road.  This gives access to rooms B117-B173.

The lower ground floor level (rooms B10-B29), first floor (rooms B210-B279) and the second floor (rooms B317-B380) are accessible via a new lift installed at the eastern end of the building.  The second floor is also accessible via the Silverstone Building and the second floor of Arts C.  The double doors in the corridors along this route are held back with a magnetic release system, facilitating easy passage for wheelchair users.

Arts C 
All floors are accessible.  As in the case of Arts B the ground level, Level 1, is easily accessible from the road.  This gives access to rooms C112-C175.  The first floor, Level 2, is accessible only by a very long route using the lift in Silverstone.  The second floor, Level 3, is accessible via the lifts in either Arts B or Silverstone.

Arts D, and Arts E

These buildings are closed for major construction work.

Essex House

This can be accessed via a slope from a small car parking area to the north of the building, off Norwich House Road, which has spaces reserved for students with mobility difficulties.  There is also a sloped ramp providing step free access from the east, i.e. from Bramber House.  Both of these slopes are quite steep, but quite short.

There is a wheelchair accessible toilet on the ground floor.  A large lift, next to the main foyer area, gives access to all floors and is fitted with Braille buttons and voice indicator.  Accessible toilets can be found on both the first and second floors and, on the first floor, there is a shower room which is suitable for wheelchair users.  However, individuals wishing to use the shower room may need some assistance as there are two shallow steps leading up to the room.

Silverstone Building (previously EDB)

This can be reached via a service ramp to the right of one of the main front entrances.  The service ramp gives access to part of the lower ground floor including some seminar rooms, the male accessible toilet and the lift (4’ 6” x 3’ 6”) which gives access to the first and second floors.  The female accessible toilet is directly above the male on the first floor.  Access between the lower ground floor and ground floor is by a new wheelchair platform lift.  The ground floor of Silverstone leads step free to the first floor of Arts C; the first floor leads into the second floor of Arts C (and from there to the second floor of Arts B).

Fulton Building

Fulton Building is a new teaching building, located to the south of Swanborough, on Refectory Road.  It can be accessed step free from north or south.  The building has a lift serving all floors, each of which is equipped with wheelchair accessible toilets.

Friston Building

The Friston building is a two-storey modular building located at the north east corner of the Science Car park (Car Park no. 1).  There is step free access from the car park itself and, to gain access from North South Road, there is a signed step free route starting under the bridge at Chichester I.  The bus service from the residences (which stops at Brighthelm and East Slope, on Refectory Road) will drop you off opposite the Hastings Building at to top of Boiler House Hill.  From here there is step free access across the zebra crossing to Friston.  (Note that there is no bus service back down the hill.)  There is a lift in the building and wheelchair accessible toilets on both floors.

Institute of Development Studies (IDS)

The lower ground floor (including the Common Room and Bar) can be reached by the service entrance opposite Arts B or through the Bar.   The ground floor including the IDS Library can be reached through the door to the Residential Wing at the north of the building.   The ground floor of the octagonal section of the IDS building is accessible through the door to the west of the building.   A passenger lift serves all floors.

Sciences

All have ramped goods entrances and large service lifts, so most areas of the buildings are accessible.

However these are service entrances, often giving immediate access to stores and workshops.  While heavy lattice gates are now all replaced with sliding doors and push-button controls, some of the areas have a somewhat ‘industrial’ feel.
John Maynard Smith Building (JMS)
This building is entirely on the eastern side of North-South Road, and there are three routes of entry to the main part of the building.  The first is from the top of the Science Car Park (Car Park no.1) to the north-east of JMS, along the road in front of Ashdown House, turning right opposite the Ashdown House car park then passing down the access road onto the sloping footpath between the CRPC and ancillary buildings.   This takes you to the entrance doors on the fourth floor of the main building,  The door knob is 115cm from the ground and must be turned to gain entry.  Access can only be gained with a fob.  On this floor (Level 4) you will find accessible toilets and the lift.  This lift gives access to floors 2, 3 and 5.  Access is also possible from the loading area off Biology Road, opposite the Medical Research Building.   There is a ramp up to the heavy door which gives access to the building.  Pass through this door and through another set of doors into the corridor, then turn left passing through a set of fire doors to reach the landing (fob needed).   The lift (level 3) is then on the left.   The third accessible entrance is on level 2 from Biology Road.   There is a gentle ramp at the south end of the building next to the main steps which lead to the main entrance.   This has a swing door and then another door opening outwards, operated by a door knob and latch (90cm from the ground).  Turn right to get to the lift (level 2).

JMS Lecture Theatre (BLT)

This room is reached by a different route. Starting from North-South Road, near where the Pevensey Building bridges the road, take the long ramp leading south-east to the glass doors at the top.   The entrance to the back of the lecture theatre is then on the right.

Centre for Research in Perception and Cognition (CRPC)

Access to levels 3 and 4 of the CRPC building is possible via linking bridges from the equivalent levels of JMS Building (fob needed for Level 4).   The fourth floor is accessible from the external ramp (mentioned above in relation to the BLT).   Access to level 5 of the CRPC building is only possible from the top of the Science car park.   Following the aforementioned directions to the main Biology building and then turn left along the path at the top of the CRPC building.   Enter the building over a bridge leading to a fire escape door.   This door is kept locked so it is advisable to make prior arrangement to have someone waiting to open the door for you.

Chichester Buildings

Chichester I is on the west side of North-South Road.  Chichester II and III are on the east side, but the upper floors are joined so that they bridge across the road.  The building can be entered on either side of the road, and there are lifts in both stages which give access to all floors.  There are also toilets on all floors but these are inconvenient for large wheelchairs.  Someone with a small wheelchair would have access to all the toilets.

Chichester I
This can be entered from North-South Road by the loading bay, under the bridge.  Follow the straight ramp in the loading bay through the doors at the top.  The lift is ahead on your left.  To reach the large Chichester Lecture Theatre, take the lift down one level and leave the lift from the other side.  This takes you into a corridor.  The Common Room is then to the left.  Pass through the Common Room to a set of semi-automated doors which give access to the front of the Chichester Lecture Theatre.

Chichester I can also be entered via a gentle ramp on the west side of the building from the main pedestrian spine path through the campus.  Some, but not yet all, corridor doors in the building are semi-automated with push-pad operators.

Chichester II
This is on the other (eastern) side of North-South Road and is reached by a ramp opposite the loading bay.  Follow this ramp and enter by the door at the top.  The lift to all floors is then on your right.

Chichester III
This acts as a link joining Chichester II, Pevensey III and Arundel buildings and, due to a slight difference in floor levels, there are steps between some floors, between buildings.  You can enter Chichester III on two levels.  The first is the entrance to Chichester II, described above.  Follow the corridor and you will come to 2R143, a key seminar room, and Stage 3.  Another seminar room, 2R241, is directly above 2R143.  At the end of this corridor you will come to the lift to all floors.  You can also use the entrance to Arundel at the east of the building from the Science car park.  Arundel levels 2 and 3 are linked to Chichester III.  This is likely to be the most useful route for people coming by car.  There are also toilets adapted for wheelchair users in Chichester III, level 3. 

Arundel Building

Level 1 (Seminar rooms 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, 1E)
All are accessible from the North-South Road via a ramp.

Levels 2, 3 and 4, Seminar room 401

Level 2 contains offices.   Level 3 is Chemistry laboratories.  Level 4 has seminar room 401.  These three levels are connected via a passenger lift (Note: the lift does not serve Level 1) and are accessible from Chichester III (see above) via connecting corridors or from the Science Car Park (Car Park no. 1).  There are several toilets adapted for wheelchair use in Arundel near the entrance from the car park on level 2.

Shawcross

The only reasonable accessible route into Shawcross is from the main pedestrian spine path through the campus, using the entrance to the IT Services user area on the ground floor of this building.  The route to Lecture Theatre AS1 is through the side door on the right in the IT Services user area, straight across the corridor into the main Shawcross foyer and the entrance to AS1 is immediately on the left.  This route is only accessible during normal working hours.  There is no step free access to Lecture Theatre AS2 which is on the second floor.
Richmond
This building can be reached by two routes.  The first is a ramped access from North-South Road, into the main foyer.  Male and female accessible toilets are available off the foyer.  A wheelchair platform lift gives access to the upper level of the foyer, to access Lecture Theatre AS3 and the lift in the building.  The second is via the stores service ramp opposite the Energy Centre at the bottom of Boiler House Hill.  Continue to the end of the covered way and enter the building by the door on the left.  Turn right through a wooden door into a corridor.  Turning right, the lift is at the end of the corridor and gives access to most floors, including the Departmental Office.  There is no step free access to level 4M which includes the Board Room and Design Studio nor to the upper Level 4, reached by five stairs.  Lecture theatre AS3 on the ground floor has a gently sloping floor, so any part can be reached.  Lecture theatre AS3 is also accessible directly from North-South Road by a ramp and door, which leads into the front of the theatre.  Because it is a fire exit, the door is normally locked, but if you would find it helpful to use this entrance to save time, you should speak to the porter.

TFMRC

This building is situated at the south/east corner of Science Car Park (Car Park no.1).  Access through the front door is on the level, after going up three steps or across the grass.  There is no access to the first floor.
Pevensey
The Pevensey buildings also have three stages, Pevensey I (levels 1 and 2), II (levels 3, 4 and 5), and III (levels 3, 4 and 5).  Pevensey I, II and III, can be reached from North-South Road, giving access to the lifts and making all stages and levels accessible to wheelchair users with the exception of the basement area in Pevensey I.
Pevensey I

(including rooms 1A1, 1A3, 1A6, 1A7, 2A1, 2A2, 2A3, 2A11, 2A12, 2B13, 2C1)

There is an accessible toilet on level 2, near the main entrance (unfortunately, the main entrance is inaccessible, so you will need to make your way to the toilet from the lift).   There are two lecture theatres, 1A6 and 1A7 are both in Stage 1 and therefore accessible.

Access to Lecture Theatre 1A7 (large) and Seminar Rooms 1A1, 1A3, 2A1, 2A2, 2A3, 2A11, 2A12, 2B13, 2C1

Where the building bridges the service road, enter by the set of white doors on the western side of the road.   Follow the corridor passing through several sets of doors and fire doors (at one point the corridor is ramped).  The lecture theatres are signposted, and you will come to a large landing area where access can be had to the back of 1A7 and the above seminar rooms.   From the landing area there is a lift which will give access to level 1 where the computing laboratories and SMS School Office are situated.   Access to the above lift can also be obtained from the north-south footpath through the undercroft to the white entrance door opposite the Meeting House.   This lift is open during normal working hours, 08.00 to 19.00 hrs.

Access to the lower levels of lecture theatres 1A6 and 1A7, and the seminar rooms 1A1 and 1A3 is via a wheelchair platform stairlift on level 1.   Access to the back (upper level) of Lecture Theatre 1A6 (Stage 1)

From North-South Road, enter Pevensey 1 under the bridge, straight on for about twenty metres and take the corridor on the right.  Follow this corridor for another thirty metres and then turn left and then right to take you to the main concourse area.  A wheelchair platform stairlift can then take you either up or down, to the upper mezzanine floor or lower level, where lecture theatres 1A6 and 1A7 are on the right.

Pevensey II

Entrance, giving access to Pevensey III (5C11)
The entrance to Pevensey II is under the bridge on the eastern side of North South Road.   Opposite the entrance to Pevensey I there is a covered area which leads to a lift at the end.   The lift will give access to Pevensey II, levels 3, 4 and 5.  From Pevensey II level 3, access can be obtained for Pevensey III level 3 via a ramp, and levels 4 and 5 via wheelchair platform stairlifts.  There is a toilet adapted for wheelchair use on level 3 of Pevensey II near the porters’ lodge.

Pevensey III 5C11
Pevensey II and Pevensey III can also be accessed via a ramp (although steep) at the west (lower) side of Science Car Park (Car Park no. 1).  Turn right at the bottom of this ramp, and there is a semi-automated door into the building.
Seminar Rooms 5A17 and 5A19 can be accessed via a lift, although doors into these rooms are cumbersome (old lab doors).

BSMS Medical School
The Medical School is located south of JMS, at the corner of Southern Ring Road and Biology Road.  Step free access is gained by a ramp from Biology Road, and one door in each set to get in is semi automated with push button control.

1. Lift on RHS of lobby – key will need to be obtained from porter or school office. Contact details and telephones on table in front of lift and PC kiosk on the LHS of the lobby

2. Access to PC suite via RHS of the café

3. Access to LT – first door on RHS, past lift

4. Disabled WC on ground floor past LT door on LHS

5. Access to rear of building up slight slope off biology road (past palladins) takes you to school office and level 2 seminar rooms.

6. Step free access to Medical school past JMS LT
BSMS Medical Research

Medical Research
1. Off Biology Road

2. Through automated door

3. Meeting through door on RHS

4. Access to upper floors via ‘lift lobby’ (need to press the intercom to be buzzed in) this leads to lift to all levels.

5. All levels have disabled WCs
Mantell Building
This building is on the eastern side of the site, the opposite side from the Arts buildings, half-way up the steep Boiler House Hill.  This road is probably too steep for a wheelchair user to manage without assistance.  However, the building is accessible at level 2 from the Science Car Park (Car Park no.1) on the opposite side of the road, or from Mantell Car Park (Car Park no. 6).  The building is in two stages, A and B, stage B being further up the hill.  Level 2 allows access to corridors 2A and 2B.  There is no lift in this building.

IT Services
IT Services main user area is on the west side of Shawcross and is accessible from the main pedestrian spine path through the campus to the west of the building.

IT Services have PC cluster rooms located throughout the campus, of which a number offer 24-hour access.  Out of hours 24-hour access is mostly through coded keypads although the PC cluster room in York House is open access.
Physical access to the cluster rooms varies, but is generally good.  Many are located on the ground floor or within easy access of a lift.  Out of hours access may be limited for wheelchair users.

Disability Adviser

IT Services provide a variety of assistive technologies, and have a Disability Adviser, Liz Davis.  Liz can be contacted by telephone on extension 3131 or email e.a.davis@sussex.ac.uk.
Specialised Equipment

IT Services have ten adapted PCs for users who require assistive technology.  All are accessible to wheelchair users and are available 24-hours a day, apart from those in the Library which are subject to Library opening hours.  Four adapted PCs are located in the IT Services Shawcross user area and are close to other services such as IT Services Enquiries and Help Desk, printers and disabled access toilet.  A further four are located in the Library, three on the top floor and one in a single study room on the first floor.  Step free access to the Library is... 

There are a further two adapted PCs, one in York House PC cluster room and one in JMS PC cluster room.  The adapted PCs can only be used by those registered with Liz Davis.

Other Facilities

The availability of facilities close to PC cluster rooms such as disabled toilets and cafes vary from building to building.

See http://www.sussex.ac.uk/its for further information on IT Services facilities and http://www.sussex.ac.uk/its/helpdesk/browse1 for FAQs on accessibility and queries about facilities and services for students with disabilities or specific learning needs.
Library

Please note that the Library is undergoing significant refurbishment in 2010.  Building works are being phased through the building and so the situation changes sometimes daily.  All facilities in the Library are being maintained through this period.  If you have any particular requirements, please raise the issue with a member of Library staff, who will be pleased to help you.
The Library is located between Falmer House and Arts A on the western side of the campus.  The main entrance may be unsuitable for users with restricted mobility as it has a long and imposing flight of steps from Fulton Court (Library Square).  There is an alternative, step free entrance located at the north end of the building next to IDS.  (Where this is not indicated, follow the signs to IDS.)  This allows entry, via a phone link, to the ground floor.  Push the button once for access.

There is a lift in the southwest corner of the Library, near the group study rooms, which can  be used between the ground and second floors.  This lift can be used to return to the ground floor and nearby emergency exit in the event of a fire.

Access to the North Basement may be difficult for users with mobility and/or visual impairments.  Ask at the Information Hub for items to be fetched for you or contact Library membership, library.membership@sussex.ac.uk  Please allow 48 hours notice.

There are wheelchair accessible toilets on each floor.

There are four PCs in the Library specially adapted with assistive technology.  These are available to registered users only.  One is located in the Assistive Technology room on the first floor.  This room may be booked for a maximum of 3 hours at a time from the Information Hub on the ground floor.  The other adapted PCs do not have to be booked.  They are located in the computer cluster on the top floor of the library.

Please contact Library Membership, library.membership@sussex.ac.uk, for further information or to make an appointment to discuss any special requirements.

Leisure and Social Facilities

Falmer House

Falmer House, which accommodates the Students’ Union, Falmer Bar and the nightclub, is largely accessible to wheelchair users, following installation of a passenger lift from the main entrance foyer and a wheelchair lift between first and second floors in the north east corner.  Accessible toilets are available on first and second floors.  The Islamic Students’ Prayer Rooms are located opposite the main entrance on the ground floor.
Meeting House

A flight of steps leads up to the main entrance of the Meeting House where the Chaplaincy is located but a step-free concrete bridge lies over a moat surrounding the building, enabling wheelchair users to enter on the north west side of the building.  This entrance will bring you into the Quiet Room from which you can enter the foyer, gaining access to the Chaplaincy offices and accessible toilet facilities.  The Chapel, however, is not currently accessible by wheelchair.

Bramber House

Bramber House has a coffee shop, restaurants, bookshop, supermarket, newsagent, launderette, post office, insurers and a bank, all of which are accessible.  It also has three toilets adapted for disabled use.

Sport Service

Sport Service facilities are located on two sites on the campus.  The Sport Service welcomes students with disabilities and staff are happy to provide assistance wherever possible.

The Sport Centre is accessible, with wheelchair stairlifts giving access between split ground floor levels and up to the viewing area of Hall 1.  Wheelchair accessible toilets are available.
The Falmer Sports Complex fitness room is on two floors and the ground floor is easily accessible in the wheelchair.  Bar and catering facilities are accessible as are the all weather pitch, tennis and netball courts.  However, difficulty may be found in getting to the Falmer Sports Complex from residences because of the gradient involved.  

Attenborough Centre for the Creative Arts (previously Gardner Arts Centre)
The Gardner Arts Centre is currently closed.  Plans are currently being developed for a major refurbishment and re-opening the building, as the Attenborough Centre for the Creative Arts.  These plans include many exciting new features and facilities, and full accessibility, available in time for the University’s fiftieth anniversary celebrations in 2011.
Administration
Sussex House

This is the main administrative building.  All three floors are accessible at different points.  The bottom entrance is straightforward and opens onto a wide reception area with a lift large enough for wheelchair usage (with some manoeuvring).  An accessible toilets are available at this level.  The Admissions Office, on the ground floor, poses the only difficulty as it means with two sets of doors in a wind lobby only 1.5 m wide.  This building also accommodates the Student Progress and Assessment Office (where you hand in your work) on the top floor.  This is accessible up a short, relatively steep ramp but can also be reached internally by lift.

No description yet prepared for:

Freeman Centre

Innovation Centre
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