
D E PA R T M E N T  O F  E D U C AT I O N

Subject Knowledge Enhancement Courses (SKE)

Mathematics
O V E R V I E W

The Department of Education, within the School of Education and Social Work at the University of Sussex, offers a Subject Knowledge 
Enhancement (SKE) course for mathematics. SKE courses are funded by the Government’s Department for Education and are therefore 

free to take for students. Eligible SKE trainees are entitled to a tax-free bursary of £175 per week (full-time study / 25 hrs p/w) 
dependent on progression at the required rate.

The mathematics SKE course can be taken in 8, 12, 16 and 20 week durations and will enable you to feel confident teaching 
up to A level standard before you start your ITE course, ie. PGCE, School Direct (Training ) and School Direct (Salaried).

M I N I M U M  E L I G I B I L I T Y  R E Q U I R E M E N T S
• A passion for mathematics

• A strong GCSE pass in mathematics
• An A/AS level in mathematics for 16 wk SKE or an A Level in mathematics for 12 wk SKE

• Those without an A/AS level equivalent will be considered on an individual basis
• A confired place on an Initial Teacher Education course.

C o u r s e  S t r u c t u r e Te a c h i n g  &  A s s e s s m e n t
20 Week SKE (full-time): 1 April - 20 Aug 2021
*study break during May half term
Students must have a good GSCSE grade (or above) in mathematics.
Teaching is delivered via online platforms such as Zoom, and we expect to 
teach synchronously four days per week for up to two hours per day. There 
will be no face-to-face contact during August. Once successfully completed, 
this course will enable you to teach from KS3 through to A-Level. Includes 
virtual attendance to The Association of Teachers of Mathematics’ 2021 
Annual Conference (6-8 April).

16 Week SKE (full-time): 26 April - 20 Aug 2021 
*study break during May half term
Students must have an AS Level (or above) in mathematics.
Teaching is delivered via online platforms such as Zoom, and we expect to 
teach synchronously four days per week for up to two hours per day. There 
will be no face-to-face contact during August. Once successfully completed, 
this course will enable you to teach from KS3 through to A-Level. 

12 Week SKE (full-time): 31 May - 20 Aug 2021
Students must have an A Level (or above) in mathematics.
Your first week of study will be via distance learning covering some of the 
basics of KS3 mathematics. Afterwards, teaching is delivered via online 
platforms such as Zoom, and we expect to teach synchronously four days 
per week for up to two hours per day. There will be no face-to-face contact 
during August. Once successfully completed, this course will enable you to 
teach from GCSE through to A-Level. 

8 Week SKE (full-time): 28 June - 20 Aug 2021
Students must have a good A Level in mathematics.
Teaching is delivered via online platforms such as Zoom, and we expect to 
teach synchronously four days per week for up to two hours per day. There 
will be no face-to-face contact during August. Once successfully completed, 
this course will enable you to teach from GCSE through to A-Level. 

This course is designed to investigate mathematical concepts at a deeper 
level, and to see beyond the ‘rules’ and conventions we have become 
comfortable with, giving a different perspective on the learning of
mathematics. 

Taught by experienced practitioners demonstrating techniques and sharing 
resources that can be used in the classroom, you will leave the course 
feeling well prepared for starting your Initial Teacher Training. 

You will learn key concepts, deepen your understanding of the subject, and 
improve your maths skills alongside like-minded people. 

Assessed through a number of different methods, including a subject 
knowledge audit and an individual portfolio of your own subject knowledge 
development.

Eligibility for DfE funding
To be eligible for DfE funding, you must:
• have been recommended for an SKE course by your ITE provider as a 

condition of your ITE place (written evidence required).
• NOT have previously attended any other DfE-funded SKE course.
• have a degree of 2:2 or above.
• have not been awarded your mathematics degree within the last  

five years.

C o s t s / b u r s a r y A p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  e n q u i r i e s
SKE students* receive a tax-free bursary of £175 per week, dependent on 
regular attendance and progress.
*with a first degree of 2.2 or above

There are no fees payable by students for SKE courses.

The SKE bursary will stop in September when your ITE bursary commences.

See www.sussex.ac.uk/education/ite/ske/maths for more information - 
including dates of current courses - and an application form.
SKE Mathematics Course Leader: Karen Gladwin
Email: k.a.gladwin@sussex.ac.uk 
Admissions Coordinator
Tel: (01273) 877163 
Email: ske@sussex.ac.uk

DISCLAIMER: 
The University of Sussex makes every effort to ensure 
that the information provided about programmes and 
courses is accurate at the time of printing. 
We reserve the right to change or discontinue any 
course without notice.
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