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Speaker 
Christy Kulz, PhD researcher, Goldsmiths College, 
University of London, presents:
Whose ‘oasis in the desert’?: 
Neoliberal education reform and the remaking of 
hierarchies in urban space

____________________________________

Beaumont Academy opened in London in 2004, a celebrated secondary 
school showcasing New Labour's public-private financed academy 
programme aimed at instilling ambition and replacing a supposed  'poverty of aspiration' in deprived urban boroughs (Adonis 2008). Then-principal, 
Sir Stanton, pronounced that Beaumont’s ‘structure liberates’ ethos would provide an ‘oasis in the desert’ for ‘urban children’, liberating them from their 
unstructured, unhappy home lives. 

While Beaumont has achieved outstanding GCSE results, this seminar will examine the contradictory tensions between the academy mission in policy 
and practice where marketised educational institutions act as engines of gentrification creating a different sort of ‘oasis’.  

Drawing on ethnographic methods and interviews with students, parents and teachers, Ms Kultz explores how academies reorganise urban space, reproducing and reformulating raced and classed hierarchies. While many middle-class parents recognised their innate 'worth' on the education market - and their ability to manipulate it, many working-class and ethnic minority parents endured the weight or threat of discipline in hopes of accessing promised good life fantasies - despite the potential costs (Berlant 2011).
__________________________________

This seminar can be joined remotely by logging on to: 
https://connectpro.sussex.ac.uk/cie_kulz16feb15
This seminar will also be recorded and available to view 
retrospectively at: www.sussex.ac.uk/education/seminars

