
 Self Assessment 

 
Please read each question carefully - plus the explanatory footnotes 

Yes Academic requirements NO – possible way forward 

 I have achieved a standard equivalent to a grade C in the GCSE 
examinations in English, Mathematics and a Science subject1 

Take an equivalency test 

 I have a first degree, (2.2 or above) awarded by a United Kingdom 
higher education institution (or by an institution recognised as 
comparable by NARIC)  

You are NOT eligible for the AO route 

 Secondary. At least 50% of my degree subject matches the subject I 
am currently teaching 

Provide the course tutor with details of your 
degree, plus A levels. The course tutor will 
consider whether or not your subject 
knowledge is adequate 

 I have already passed the professional skills tests 2  or will have 
passed them prior to starting the AO route.3 

Register and take the tests 

 Personal/professional requirements 

 I will be able to provide appropriate identity documents plus original 
academic certificates if invited for interview 

Obtain replacements from either the exam 
board or university 

 My school will be able to confirm through a reference that I have the 
appropriate  qualities, attitudes, ethics and values required by 
teachers 

You are NOT eligible for the AO route 

 My school will be able to confirm that they have conducted health, 
DBS and criminal records checks. 

You are NOT eligible for the AO route 

 I have attended child protection training Undertake training and then apply 
  

                                                           
1 Teachers educated outside England should have their qualifications verified for equivalency by NARIC 
http://ecctis.co.uk/naric/individuals/Compare%20Qualifications/Statement%20of%20Comparability.aspx 
2 http://www.education.gov.uk/sta/professional 
3 Professional skills tests can be practised on line but have to be taken in person in centres located in England and Wales 

http://ecctis.co.uk/naric/individuals/Compare%20Qualifications/Statement%20of%20Comparability.aspx
http://www.education.gov.uk/sta/professional


 Teaching experience 

 I have substantial teaching experience i.e. I have been responsible 
for planning and delivering sequences of lessons and assessing 
student progress.4 
 

Apply once you have sufficient experience 

 I can demonstrate teaching ability across two consecutive age 
ranges 

Apply once you have taught across 2 age 
ranges 

 I teach across the ability range and I can adapt teaching to respond 
to the strengths and needs of all pupils 

Ask your school to provide additional and 
consistent opportunities to teach pupils with 
SEND, EAL and from diverse backgrounds 

 Primary. I have already taught the full range of National Curriculum 
subjects in each of the two age groups that I wish to be assessed in 
for a minimum of two years.5 

Ask your head to adjust your timetable. Once 
you become thoroughly familiar with teaching 
and assessing all NC subjects apply 

 I have already taught in at least two schools Ask your school to arrange a teacher exchange 
for six weeks with a partner school offering 
appropriate age phases and diverse 
experience 

 My teaching in my current post has been graded as good or better 
using the current OFSTED criteria. 
 

Act on advice given, request support and 
training from your school, then apply when your 
gradings are consistently good or better 

  

                                                           
4 The AO route is for experienced teachers not cover supervisors,  individual/private tutors, small group learning support tutors, general 
learning/teaching/educational support assistants,, facilitators of before or after school clubs, holiday clubs etc  
5 Assessment may take place in an independent school, a special school, or in a pupil referral unit (PRU). However, teaching in independent 
schools, special schools or PRUs alone may not always have provided the opportunities necessary for a candidate to meet all the standards for 
QTS across the full age and ability range of assessment. Thus experience in a mainstream state school may be required. 

 



 Supporting evidence 

 Looking over the standards for qualified teacher status 6 I will be 
able to provide a portfolio of evidence that I meet the standards 
including copies of records of lesson observations by senior staff 7 
 
 

Seek help from your school’s professional tutor  
Ask your year leader or members of the school 
management team to observe you 

 My head teacher plus my line manager will be willing to verify that I 
meet the standards for qualified teacher status8 

You are unable to apply – you must have the 
support of your school 

 Assessment period 

 Primary. I will be teaching a representative selection of National 
Curriculum literacy, numeracy and Science during the 12 weeks of 
the assessment process9 

Ask your school to adjust your timetable 

 Secondary. I will be teaching in 2 consecutive key stages during the 
assessment process 

Ask your school to adjust your timetable 

 My school will support my application, provide a mentor to guide me 
through the process, allow university based curriculum tutors to 
observe me teach and if necessary help me to strengthen my 
portfolio of evidence.  

Contact us – we can provide support for 
mentors 

 Application  

 I have the financial resources to pay for my Assessment Only 
Route/my school will pay for my Assessment Only Route 

Discuss you options with the school 

 
Next Step: 
If you think you meet the requirements for this route, complete and return the Expression of Interest form. 

                                                           
6 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/301107/Teachers__Standards.pdf 
7 Lesson observation records are needed for both age ranges. 
8 School verification is needed for both age ranges. Verification for an age range can be acquired from a second school 
9 After a candidate is interviewed a start point is agreed. The assessment process has to be completed with 12 calendar weeks even if some of 
those weeks are school holidays. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/301107/Teachers__Standards.pdf

