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Our Experience 
University of Sussex is a highly successful and 

popular leader in teacher education with an 

established reputation for quality, creativity and 

innovation. The Department of Education works 

very closely with local school partnerships and 

understands the needs of its teachers and pupils. 

Faculty draw upon their own research to inform 

their teaching and support schools in developing 

their own evidence based practice.  Education at 

Sussex is ranked 11th in the UK for Research and 

Ofsted reports and the Good Teacher Training 

Guide regularly recognise the quality of our 

provision and the success of our trainee teachers.  

We have a long history of innovation and 

pioneered school-based teacher training over 40 

years ago. Since then we have developed a 

strong reputation in different routes including the 

PGCE, GTP and more recently School Direct. All 

our teacher training courses recognise the 

importance of developing strong classroom 

professionals as well as practioners who are 

reflective and intellectually engaged in teaching 

and learning. We are pioneers in curriculum 

design and have extensive experience 

developing Masters courses which are 

professionally relevant and carefully structured 

around the needs of busy practitioners.  

 

 

The PGCE in Pedagogy and Practice is a new 

award designed to provide those with QTS, or 

those studying on a QTS only teacher training 

course, with an opportunity to gain academic 

accreditation for their professional practice and 

engagement with pedagogy. Unlike other PGCE 

awards this course is not linked to a specific 

subject or age phase but explores the core 

expectations of teachers, their ability to plan a 

curriculum and evaluate impact and their 

engagement with the theory which underpins 

successful practice. Typical candidates might 

include those on a School Direct (QTS only) 

training route or those who have previously and 

successfully completed a Graduate Teacher 

Programme. The award could provide a 

progression route to a Masters course in Education 

or the kind of academic recognition required by 

some international education systems.  

All participants register on the Postgraduate 

Certificate in Education and are assessed at 

Masters level. Successful students will obtain a 

Postgraduate Certificate in Education, while 

students who do not obtain enough M-level credits 

have the opportunity to exit with a Professional 

Graduate Certificate in Education. 

 

 

The PGCE Award 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/education/
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Teaching & Learning 

 

The course has been developed to accommodate 

the unique professional context of those training to 

teach on QTS only courses or those engaged in full 

time employment. We have therefore designed a 

course which blends some face to face teaching, 

tutorial support and directed study. Participants 

have access to resources on a dedicated Virtual 

Learning Environment as well as traditional library 

facilities. Individual support is offered through 

personal tutorials which are offered on campus or 

held virtually. The department of education 

provides regular taught seminars and large scale 

lectures with expert practitioners, participants are 

welcome to join these if convenient but may opt to 

study from available audio or textual resources. 

Professional practice in the classroom is recognised 

as an integral part of learning to get better at 

teaching and as such teachers are encouraged to 

reflect and draw upon their experiences throughout 

the course.  

 

The course is divided into three core modules: 

1. Professional Practice. This module provides 

recognition of the practical teaching skills 

you develop in the classroom. 

2. Curriculum Studies. Through school-based 

research, this module encourages teachers to 

develop their own understanding of specific 

pedagogy. 

3. Professional Knowledge for Schools. This 

module is explicitly linked to the Teachers’ 

Standards and examines national priorities in 

UK education and how they inform 

professional identity.  

  

Assessment 
Each module is assessed differently and aims to 

celebrate the growth of professional knowledge 

through a diverse range of assessments 

including a written report on school based 

research, the preparation and presentation of a 

professional portfolio and external assessment 

and recognition of professional practice. As an 

academic award, the PGCE provides 

opportunities to acquire up to 60 Masters-level 

credits through written assignments and the 

presentation of directed tasks in a viva at the 

end of the course.  

Entry Requirements 
In order to qualify for admission to the PGCE in 

Pedagogy and Practice candidates must be 

graduates of an approved institution of Higher 

Education.  

This professionally focused, practice-based 

course is for active teachers or trainee teachers 

working in the UK only. Candidates for the 

PGCE (PP) must either be able to demonstrate 

that they already possess QTS (hold a QTS 

certificate) or be registered on a non award 

bearing course leading to QTS involving a 

period of professional practice of over 120 days. 

Unlike other PGCE courses, applications are not 

submitted via the Graduate Teacher Training 

Registry (GTTR) but direct to the University of 

Sussex via an online application form.  

In addition candidates will need to finance the 

£1925 tuition fee. 
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For more information on this unique academic award 
contact: 
 
Dr Simon Thompson, Director of Initial Teacher Education 
s.j.thompson@sussex.ac.uk (01273 872502) 
 
 
Or visit www.sussex.ac.uk/education/ite to download an 
application form 
 

+ 

 
School of Education and Social 
Work 
Essex House 
University of Sussex 
Brighton 
BN1 9QQ 
01273 877888 
eswequiries@sussex.ac.uk 
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