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Speaker 
Angela Little, Emeritus Professor, Institute of Education, 
University of London
presents:
Globalisation, Employment and Education in Sri Lanka: Opportunity and division

____________________________________

In this seminar, Professor Little draws on her recent book (co-written with Professor Siri T.Hettige) charting Sri Lanka’s shift from a predominantly agricultural economy to one dominated by services and manufacturing. The result is a reduction in unemployment; rising educational and occupational levels, expectations and achievements; and a reduction in poverty. There is also a growing role for the private sector and foreign interests in post-secondary education, and a modest growth in private education at primary 
and secondary levels. There are also, however, widening social disparities in terms of access to qualifications, training and skills.

The Sri Lankan experience of – and engagement with – globalisation was previously tempered by the long-running ethnic conflict that hindered 
economic and social development, and also diverted considerable public 
funds into defence and war. Now that the war is ‘won’, the country faces the challenge of how to invest in human resource development and the fulfilment 
of the expectations of youth from all ethnic and social groups.

The challenge requires serious policy analysis, more state-generated revenue, reallocation of existing public resources, and a political commitment to sustained peace and stability.
 
This seminar can be joined remotely by logging on to: 
https://connectpro.sussex.ac.uk/cie_little11nov13
This seminar will also be recorded and available to view 
retrospectively at: www.sussex.ac.uk/education/seminars

