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‘Sustainability’ is a pivotal theme for bridging concerns of rural lives with biodiversity - especially 
in the extreme case of Madagascar. Dr Wright has spent the last 30 years leading conservation 

efforts on the island’s shifting ecological landscapes, transgressing modern bounds of 
education, sustainable development, global health, and lemur science. A distinguished 

anthropologist, she established Ranomafana National Park’s Centre ValBio research hub, 
as well as its host, the Institute for the Conservation of Tropical Environments (ICTE). 

She continues to work tirelessly for Madagascar’s human and non-human lives.  
 

The 2015 Sustainable Development Goals set a tone for approaching inclusion at a nexus of 
social and biological. But what will that mean? With its aspirations for inclusion, Centre ValBio 
has been placing student teachers in hard-to-reach rural schools for after-school adventures in 

sustainability. The model reimagines the relationship of conservation as a resource, and its 
success has seen the number of participating schools double to 20 in its third year.

 
Over the same period, social leaders in Madagascar - working with Sussex alumni - have 

developed new forms of capacity and infrastructure for sustainable inclusion that integrate 
global and local ways of being and thinking about complex lives and landscapes at the forest 

edge. In this seminar Dr Wright will encourage thinking about inclusive infrastructure for 
sustainability, sharing the challenges of making parks work for people and animals, as well as 

the synergies in contextualizing the Sustainable Development Goals through research 
and education innovation. 

__________________________________

Join this event remotely at:
https://adobeconnect.sussex.ac.uk/madagascar


