


 Large reserves of heavy oil have been confirmed in 
the Yasuni National Park, the most biodiverse 
hotspot in the Western Hemisphere, and home of 
two still isolated indigenous cultures.  

 
 The Ecuadorian government presented in 2007 the 

Yasuni-ITT Initiative with UNDP support, aimed to 
keep oil underground in exchange for an 
international fund for sustainability.  
 

 In 2013 the government cancelled the Initiative and 
decided extracting the oil. 

 A civil movement is proposing a national 
referendum with the support of 670.000 citizens. 





 The most diverse area in the Western Hemisphere. 
 One hectare in the park contains as many tree species 

as the United States and Canada together.  
 150 species of amphibians,  121 of reptiles, 593 of 

birds, about 200 of mammals, 500 of fish and 4.000 
plants have been identified in the Yasuni Park. 

 It was a biodiversity refuge during the Pleistocene 
period, when most of the Amazon rainforest became 
grasslands due to glaciations. 

 Home of  two voluntarily isolated and not contacted 
indigenous cultures: the Tagaeri and the Taromenane. 
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 Germany, Italy and Spain. Economic 
support.  

 Regions of Wallonia and Rhone-Alpes. 
 Other European countries. 
 EU. 
 CAN, CAF, OEA, OPEC. 
 5 Nobel price winners, various ex 

presidents, others. 
 National and international civil society. 



 The Initiative was the first proposal to 
keep fossil fuel reserves unexploited, in 
biologically sensitive areas in developing 
countries. 

 It simultaneously addressed the need to 
preserve biodiversity in the Amazon. 

  It preserved the cultural  rights of 
isolated indigenous peoples.  



 Kyoto mitigation failed, and new 
innovative tools are needed. 

 If all fossil fuel reserves are burnt this 
century, global warming will be 
catastrophic. 

 To keep global warming on safe limits (2º 
C) half of world reserves must remain 
unexploited. 





Fuente: Meinshausen et al (2009), Greenhouse emission targets for 
limiting global warming to 2°C, Nature, 458, abril.  
 



 Ecuador has the most biodiverse part of 
the Amazon, but it also has the highest 
deforestation rate in South America. 

 The experiences of Costa Rica, Guyana 
and Brazil demonstrate that effective 
protection is possible. 

 New options are emerging: rights of 
nature, ecocide legislation … 

 Both social mobilization and international  
support are required. 
 



Opisthocomus   Hoazin 



 Oil exploitation inside the Park is 
expanding: Blocks 16, 31 and ITT. 

 Last year, a group of about 14 
Taromenane was killed. 

 The habitat for semi nomadic hunting 
and gathering is vanishing. 

 No effective protection policy exists.  





 Shortly after the cancellation of the Yasuni 
Initiative, widespread street demonstrations took 
place. 

 671,861 Ecuadorian citizens singed a 
constitutional petition for a national  referendum 
on oil extraction in the Park, and a powerful 
social movement,  “Yasunidos”, emerged. 

 The Government rejected the referendum in a 
fraudulent decision. 



 Promoting new international tools for 
keeping fossil fuels underground. 

 Creating and international monitoring 
system for the Yasuni National Park. 

 Supporting resistance to oil extraction in 
the ITT field. 
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