MA SOCIAL AND POLITICAL THOUGHT 2008/9 SESSION
This handbook provides detailed guidance on the MA programme, but at this stage of the term some details may be subject to change and students will be notified of developments as they arise.

The terms and conditions on which the University makes offers of places on its programmes of study, including those covered in this handbook, may be found in the University of Sussex Postgraduate Prospectus, copies of which can be obtained from the Admissions Office.

Welcome to the Social and Political Thought programme

The Social and Political Thought programme has been one of the most successful and long-standing M.A. programmes at the University of Sussex, and indeed anywhere in the world, and has survived amid great changes. Its strength derives from its being a genuinely interdisciplinary programme that bridges the conventional divides between social theory, political theory and philosophy, the history of social and political thought, and the study of political and social movements. 
Interdisciplinarity is one of the distinctive features of a programme that brings together philosophers, sociologists, historians and political scientists who have an interest in the interactions between the explanatory, the normative and ideological dimensions of social and political thought. The MA programme aims to cover both historical traditions and contemporary developments. Our objective is to provide students with a specialised knowledge of selected areas in contemporary thought and a broad basis in the major historical tradition.
The tutors on this M.A. believe in the intellectual coherence of, and rationale for, a high quality interdisciplinary M.A. in Social and Political Thought, and are committed to its continuing success. In welcoming you to SPT at Sussex we hope that you will join us in this commitment and that you will feel part of the SPT community. Our tutors are dedicated to teaching, and also have significant reputations in their own fields of research. You will find them approachable and supportive, concerned to make their subjects accessible, whilst insisting on the highest standards.
We hope you will find your time here enjoyable, intellectually stimulating  and rewarding.

Gerard Delanty and Gordon Finlayson
Convenors of the Social and Political Thought programme
The Centre for Social and Political Thought

The Centre has a world reputation for excellence in the field of Social and Political Thought, which is reflected in its publications, conferences and research projects.

The MA programme is closely linked to the Centre for Social and Political Thought (previously named the Centre for Critical Social Theory). Although the Centre is formally based in the Department of Sociology, it has a cross-departmental identity that is reflected in the range of core and optional courses offered on the programme. 
The Centre is the editorial home of two journals, the European Journal of Social Theory, a quarterly published by Sage and edited by Gerard Delanty, and Studies in Social and Political Thought.
Studies in Social and Political Thought is an in-house journal which is published by a group of students and faculty from the MA programme and carries articles and reviews by students, ex-students and faculty representatives.  It represent the whole range of interests covered by SPT and provides an ideal opportunity for SPT students to publish their work.  The editorial team always welcome contributions!
We also organise a regular graduate/faculty seminar on alternate Wednesdays at 5pm.
This usually involves a speaker from within or outside the University coming to give a paper followed by discussion. We consider these seminars a central part of the intellectual life and social life of the SPT programme so you are strongly encouraged to attend.  Details of the seminar programme for 2008/9 will be circulated at a later stage.

Between June 1997 and February 1999 the Centre for Critical for Social and Political Thought and the Warwick Social Theory Centre jointly organised a series of six two-day seminars on ‘Social Theory and Major Social Transformations’, funded by the ESRC. The seminars took place alternately at Warwick and Sussex Universities. Papers resulting from the series have been published in three separate volumes by Studies in Social and Political Thought series, edited by Gerard Delanty, and published by Liverpool University Press.  Other conferences were ‘Europe since 1989’, June 19-21 2008.
The Centre’s website can be found as follows:

 www.sussex.ac.uk/cspt
Administration

The Social and Political Thought Programme is administered by the School of Social Sciences and Cultural Studies (SocCul).   

	MA Coordinator:
Jayne Paulin

E mail:

J.E.Paulin@sussex.ac.uk
Telephone:

01273 877686 (internal extension 7686)

Location:

Arts C329




	Student records:
Student Progress and Assessment Office 

E mail:

spaenquiries@sussex.ac.uk
Telephone:

01273 877093
Location:

Sussex House (at the entrance to the campus)



Points to remember
· At present, the MA Coordinator uses your Sussex email address to keep you updated on matters such as assessment deadlines, last minute timetable changes and dissertation supervision arrangements.
· Sussex Direct covers a range of information for you as an individual student, from your teaching timetable through to assessment results.  Depending on the course, a range of course materials is available from Study Direct.
· For help with aspects of IT see : www.sussex.ac.uk/its/student.php
· The MA SPT noticeboard is located outside the Coordinator’s office, giving information on timetables, seminar group allocations and social events so it’s particularly useful during the first few weeks of term.  Also a good source of information on forthcoming research seminars/visiting speakers, including those arranged by departments in related fields in SocCul and the School of Humanities.

· Pigeonholes are at the top of the stairs (next to C323 on the second floor of Arts C.)  Council Tax Exemption letters are automatically distributed via pigeonholes in mid October and you’ll also find assessment feedback there later on in the session.  Hard copies of reading lists can be found next to the pigeonholes.

Key faculty contacts 
	Gerard Delanty is, with Andrew Chitty, Director of the Centre for Social and Political Thought and joint Convenor of the SPT programme with Gordon Finlayson.  
His research is currently concerned with cosmopolitanism theory, especially with an application to the European cultural and political heritage.  He has interests in supervising research students in the general area of social and political theory, cultural and political sociology and historical sociology. 

E mail:

G.Delanty@sussex.ac.uk
Telephone:              01273 – 678658 (internal extension 8658)

Office:                     Arts D 321 (Sociology, SocCul.)



	Gordon Finlayson has interests in Kant, post-Kantian German philosophy, Hegel, Critical Theory (especially Adorno and Habermas, ethics and ancient philosophy.)

E mail:                       J.G.Finlayson@sussex.ac.uk
Telephone:                01273 876629 (internal extension 6629)

Office:                        Arts B B340 (Philosopy, School of Humanities.)



	Andrew Chitty’s interests include German Idealism, Hegel, Marx, and contemporary political and legal philosophy.  

E mail:                      A.E.Chitty@sussex.ac.uk
Telephone:               01273 678296 (internal extension 8296)

Office:                       Arts B B241 (Philosophy, School of Humanities.)



Individuals from the two schools of Social Sciences (SocCul) and Humanities have been brought together by their shared intellectual interest in interdisciplinary social and political theory.  
A summary of other key people and their main interests appears overleaf.
Samuel Knafo – psychoanalysis and more specifically the work of Jacques Lacan imperialism, Marxism and Post-structuralism.  
Alana Lentin – race and social theory, especially postcolonial theory.   
Kathryn MacVarish - historiography, philosophy of history and the history of political thought, in particular in relation to revolution; researching the ideas of repetition, anachronism and progress in philosophies of history.  
Darrow Schecter - workers’ democracy, Gramsci, civil society and libertarian socialism.  
Daniel Steuer  - Goethe and Wittgenstein, the notion of 'natural history' in Adorno, Benjamin, Wittgenstein, Sebald and Bernhard. 
Up to date contact details and individual profiles can be found from the relevant section of the university’s website:

www.sussex.ac.uk/people.   
MA Programme Overview and Aims

The MA programme seeks to: 

· Give every student a broad knowledge of the history of social and political thought and contemporary developments in social and political theory. 

· Allow students to obtain specialised knowledge of selected areas of contemporary research, by the pursuit of specific topics in a broad array of possible options.  

· Equip students with the skills required to pursue both theoretical and empirical research programmes in the contemporary social sciences.  

This means that students can:

· Make educated choices in the planning of their MA dissertation and

· Complete an original and imaginative project.  

Teaching is provided to supply knowledge from the basic to the advanced, to cater for MA entrants from a wide variety of backgrounds in the social sciences and the humanities.  Our assumption is that students entering the course need not have decided the area of social and political thought in which they want to specialise.  The interdisciplinary nature of the MA gives students the opportunity to acquire sufficient knowledge to allow them to make intelligent choices about their intellectual future.

Programme Structure

During the autumn term, all students take the core course Text and Critique in Social and Political Thought (30 Credits – code 946M1.) It covers some major traditions in the history of European social and political thought, from Hobbes to Arendt, Aristotle to contemporary feminist and postcolonial thought and is taught by a weekly seminar.  
We have also introduced a new core course for the Autumn term for the 2008/9 session, entitled Theorising the Social.  (30 credits code 949M1)
Students then take two 30-credit options during the spring term (see the section on options later in this handbook.)  There is also a facility to select options from other MA programmes in SOCCUL or the School of Humanities.  Further details on spring choices will be distributed in November but please note that: (a) availability is subject to student numbers and faculty commitments and (b) timetabling is not expected to be finalised until later in the autumn term.

During the summer, students undertake individually supervised work towards a dissertation (60 credits - maximum 20,000 words) on a topic which they agree with a supervisor and the programme convenor. Students normally spend the summer vacation completing the dissertation, for submission at the beginning of September.

Part time students

The MA programme is fully integrated with that for full-time students, with all attending the same seminars.  Full attendance is required.

Year One part-time students normally take Text and Critique in Social and Political Thought plus one spring term option.  Under supervision, they can begin background work on their dissertation during the first summer.  
Year Two part time students will be expected to take Theorising the Social plus a further spring term option.  They complete the dissertation over the summer term/vacation of the second year.
 MA Assessment

	Term
	Course
	Teaching
	Mode of Assessment
	Credits

	Autumn
	Text and Critique in SPT
	1 X 2-hour seminar per week


	5,000-word Term Paper


	30 

	Autumn
	Theorising the Social
	1 X 2 hour seminar per week

	5000-word Term Paper
	30 

	Spring
	Option 1
	1 X 2-hour seminar per week


	5,000-word Term Paper
	30 

	Spring
	 Option 2
	1 X 2-hour seminar per week


	5,000-word Term Paper
	30

	Summer
	 Dissertation
	Workshop
Supervision sessions 
	Maximum

20,000 words
	60 


Details on how to submit assessed work and specific deadlines will be are circulated nearer the time, as the Student Progress and Assessment Office makes specific arrangements for this purpose. 
	Assessment information
	www.sussex.ac.uk/soccul/1-2-2.html
www.sussex.ac.uk/academicoffice/1-3-2-2.html
www.sussex.ac.uk/sas/1-3-1-2-3-1.html



Guidelines for Assessment and Submission of Work

Term papers and dissertations should be word processed or typed on one side of paper only.  They should conform to professional standards of punctuation, grammar and academic discourse.  
Clear references to sources and bibliography should be provided and all direct quotations should be clearly marked.   
Please be aware of the following definitions of collusion and plagiarism.

Collusion is the preparation or production of work for assessment jointly with another person or persons unless explicitly permitted by the examiners. An act of collusion in understood to encompass those who actively assist others as well as those who derive benefit from others’ work.  
Plagiarism is the use, without acknowledgement, of the intellectual work of other people, and the act of representing the ideas or discoveries of another as one's own in written work submitted for assessment. To copy sentences, phrases or even striking expressions without acknowledgement of the source (either by inadequate citation or failure to indicate verbatim quotations), is plagiarism; to paraphrase without acknowledgement is likewise plagiarism. Where such copying or paraphrase has occurred the mere mention of the source in the bibliography shall not be deemed sufficient acknowledgement; each such instance must be referred specifically to its source, Verbatim quotations must be either in inverted commas, or indented, and directly acknowledged.



As far as late submissions are concerned, the University policy is to adhere to stated deadlines but to give you the opportunity to submit evidence to the mitigating evidence committee rather than grant extentions.  
If you are planning to submit work on a date other than the published deadline, please take it directly to the Student Progress and Assessment Office in Sussex House.

	· If your work is significantly interrupted for any reason, or if you are considering changing your registration status, make sure that you inform the MA Coordinator or one of the convenors.  
· Depending on the circumstances, you may also consider consulting a Student Advisor (details overleaf.)




Student Advisors are here to help with personal and general academic problems.

You must make an appointment to see a Student Adviser if you want mitigating evidence to be logged for consideration by the Examination Board.   

	Amanda Griffiths (C229)
	A.Griffiths@sussex.ac.uk

	872686

	Martin Kirby (C205)
	M.P.Kirby@sussex.ac.uk

	678303

	Andrew Wilkey (C231)


	A.Wilkey@sussex.ac.uk

	877804


Intermission 

Students can also apply to suspend their registration in appropriate circumstances, subject to approval by the convenor, and it’s also an option that an advisor may talk through with you if you encounter difficulties.  The relevant paperwork is available from the MA Coordinator.
Other sources of information and support include:

The Student Support Unit, which offers advice and assistance to prospective and current disabled students and students with additional learning needs.
www.sussex.ac.uk/sas/1-4-3-1.html
Sussex Language Institute, which provides English language tuition and and study skills support for international students.
www.sussex.ac.uk/languages/1-4-1.html
Detailed information on areas including your responsibilities as a student, registration and record-keeping, appeals and complaints plus regulations and policy documents.
www.sussex.ac.uk/studenthandbook
Finally, remember that the Students’ Union is a useful source of information, advice and representation.
www.ussu.info
AUTUMN TERM CORE COURSES

Theorising the Social (949M1)
Convenor: Gerard Delanty
The course introduces students to the major contemporary approaches to theorising social and political reality and examines how they articulate explanatory and normative concerns.  The topics covered concern some of the major contemporary debates on the idea of the social in social and political thought. Consideration is also given to how some of the classical conceptions of the social are challenged by recent developments.

Provisional outline

Week 1 Introduction (G. Delanty)
Week 2  (A. Chitty)

Ratonal choice approaches to the social

Week 3  (A. Chitty)

TBC
Week 4 (K. MacVarish)

Foucault, Biopolitics and the Social
Week 5 (K MacVarish)
TBC
Week 6 (Alana Lentin)

Feminist Critique of Tradition
Week 7 (A. Lentin)

Postcolonalism and Social Theory
Week 8   (G. Delanty)

New Conceptions of the Social: Globalization, Virtuality and‘End of Society’

Week 9 (D. Steuer)

Claims to Community: The Work of Stanley Cavell

Week 10 (D. Steuer)

Biology and the Social

Text and Critique in SPT (946M1)
Convenor: Gordon Finlayson
Introduces you to a number of exemplary texts in social and political thought. The course brings together a variety of material in ancient, early modern, modern, and contemporary social and political thought. The approach taken in the seminars will vary depending on the tutors, and their different interests and disciplines. They will look at some of the following questions

· The origins, nature and purpose of human association. 

· The grounds of the legitimacy of the state. 

· The nature of political obligation. 

· Conceptions of the self. 

The topics are arranged chronologically, usually, though not always linked to the work of an author. They provide a series of snapshots, rather than a development. The course is designed to explore the critical reception and reinterpretation of earlier ideas by later writers. Course literature is divided into essential primary reading (A) and essential reading (B) and further reading (C). Seminar questions are provided. In preparing for the seminars, you should not only answer the seminar questions, but try to formulate at least one question of your own, even if it is only a demand for clarification. (Jot these down on paper, for this helps the thought process.)

Provisional outline
Week 1: Introduction (G. Finlayson)
Week 2: Aristotle (G. Finlayson)







Week 3: Hobbes (A. Chitty)







Week 4: Rousseau (A. Chitty)






Week 5: Hegel (A. Chitty)






Week 6: Marx (A. Chitty)







Week 7: Habermas (G. Finlayson) 






Week 9: Simmel (D. Schecter) 






Week 9: The Critique of Everyday Life (D. Schecter)




Week 10: Biopolitics and the State of Exception (G. Finlayson)
 

Preliminary reading

I. Hampsher-Monk, A History of Modern Political Thought: Major Political Thinkers from Hobbes to Marx (Oxford, 1992)
SPRING TERM OPTIONS 
Please note that the information below is for general guidance only and that the options offered each year vary according to student demand and faculty availability.  More detailed information, including reading lists, will be circulated later in the Autumn term.

The Frankfurt School and Critical Theory (939M1)


Daniel Steuer

The course takes its cue from Adorno’s assessment of philosophy in 1930 as no longer in a position to grasp reality in its entirety. This historical diagnosis sets a limit to post-enlightenment self-confidence, and at the same time marks the melancholic self-confidence of the Frankfurt School variety of critical theory. The programme begins by looking back at some philosophical and theoretical antecedents to the Frankfurt School as well as taking a contrastive look across the Atlantic (A). This is followed by a session on two early lectures by Adorno which contain the early seeds of his later work (B), before we go on to discuss some classic texts in detail (C). The final part (D) establishes links with philosophical and literary works which share fundamental aspects with the Frankfurt School of critical theory. 

Two guiding questions provide a thread that runs through the programme: What is the role of the romantic undercurrent in critical theory?  What is the relationship between the aesthetic and in the political both in the methodology of critical theory and in the objects it investigates?

Idea of Europe (993M9)






Gerard Delanty
The aim of the course is to introduce students to the interdisciplinary social scientific, historical and philosophical literature of the idea of Europe that has emerged in recent years.
The idea of Europe is invoked in many debates and documents relating to the EU and more generally with regard to major social change in Europe. There is also a long history of writing on the meaning of Europe and how its cultural and political heritage should be assessed.  In the present day such considerations as to the cultural significance of Europe and whether there is a political identity beyond national identities has become increasingly salient. As the European Union ceases to be exclusively defined in terms of market objectives, cultural considerations have come to the fore, such as those of memory, identity and loyalty. Whether there is an idea that underlies the multiplicities of its forms has perplexed a wide range of scholars. Is European identity defined by reference to an external other? Does post-national political community require an underlying cultural identity? What traditions of political community are relevant today in light of the formation of a European polity that has gone far beyond the earlier designs. These are among the many questions that are now being asked. The approach adopted is largely critical in that contemporary debates on the identity of Europe provide the main interpretations on what are in many cases much older controversies.    

Topics

Week 2.  Introduction: Contested Definitions of Europe

Week 3. Christianity, the Holocaust and Europe
Week 4. Europe and Its Others: Islam in European Civilization

Week 5. European Values: Modernity and the Republican Legacy

Week 6. Varieties of European Modernity: The Multiple Forms of Europe

Week 7. Cultural and Political Identity: The EU and the Construction of a European Identity

Week 8. Nationalism and post-national Europe: Is there a European People?

Week 9. Unity in Diversity: The Europeanization of Identities
Week 10. Europe in a Global Age: Cosmopolitanism and Europe

Marx: Ethics and political philosophy (831V7)

        Andrew Chitty(TBC)
This course focuses on Marx as an ethical and political thinker deeply formed by Rousseau, Kant and especially Hegel. It will look at a range of his works, beginning with his earliest, investigating his ideas of freedom, species-being, alienation, class, capitalism and communism, and asking on what basis he advocates the replacement of capitalism by communism and where he thinks the motivation to bring about this replacement will come from. In a final session we will look a the concept of ‘reification’ adumbrated by Marx and developed by Lukacs.  
Topics:
1.
Letter to his father, Writings from the Rheinische Zeitung
2.
Critique of the modern democratic state
Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right, On the Jewish Question
3. 
Wage-labour and alienation
Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts, Notes on James Mill
4.
Communism and freedom
Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts, Notes on James Mill, Critique of the Gotha Programme
5.
Theory of history
The German Ideology, Letter to Annenkov, 1859 Preface

6.
Commodity, value, and abstract labour
Capital vol. 1 ch. 1
7.
Fetishism
Capital vol. 1 ch. 1, vol. 3 ch. 48

8.
Capital, self-valorisation and subsumption
Capital vol. 1 chs. 2-4, ‘Results of the immediate process of production’, Grundrisse excerpts

9.
Reification
Capital, excerpts, Lukacs ‘Reification and the consciousness of the proletariat’

Political and Legal Philosophy (848V7)


Gordon Finlayson

The term ‘Kantian constructivism’ was introduced by John Rawls to describe a procedure for deriving moral, legal and political standards from the bare idea of what it is to be a person or a rational agent. Versions of this strategy, with or without the name ‘constructivism’, can be discovered not only in Rawls’s derivation of his principles of justice from choices made in an original position, and in Kant’s moral philosophy, but also in O’Neill, Habermas, Scanlon and other recent political and legal philosophers. The course will examine the structure and cogency of various political constructivist arguments.   Topics as follows:
Kant’s Ethics & Kant’s Theory of Right; Rawls I: A Theory of Justice; Rawls II:  Kantian Constructivism in Moral Theory; Sandel’s Communitarian Critique; Rawls II: Political Liberalism;  Habermas’s Discourse Ethics; The Feminist Critique of Moral Theory; Habermas’s Between Facts and Norms; The Habermas-Rawls dispute.

There will be a reading week in week 6.
 

The Politics of the Unconscious (947M1)



Samuel Knafo







This course examines the contribution of psychoanalysis to social and political thought. Since the pioneering work of Freud, at the beginning of the century, psychoanalysis has had a significant influence over various traditions of political theory. Its focus on the way in which individuals relate to broader social structures has offered a distinctive viewpoint on socio-political issues, exploring notably the ways in which people unconsciously relate and take part in social dynamics. The distinctive contribution of Psychoanalysis has thus been to offer rich discussions of the way social dynamics are constructed and experienced from the perspective of people's subjectivity.

The seminar addresses more specifically the relationship between subjectivity, identity and the unconscious tracing the ways in which power is exerted and experienced at this level. To do so, the seminar will introduce and examines the work of major thinkers within or related to the tradition of psychoanalysis such as Freud, Fromm, Marcuse, Castoriadis, Lacan, Zizek, Lasch and Butler.                             
Race Critical Theory (948M1)





Alana Lentin

Race Critical Theory is based on the premise that the conceptualisation of race from a political perspective is vital for a more nuanced understanding of the complexities of the politics of states and the nature of sociality in the modern era. The course will therefore be grounded in a political sociological, theoretical and historical sociological reading of race, racism and the responses to them from the outset of modernity to the present day. It will interest students committed to a furthering of their understanding of the social and political theory of modernity, as well as those with a specific interest in themes related to race such as migration, (post)colonialism, multiculturalism, human rights, “terrorism”, identity politics etc.  
Topics:
1. Why race?

2. The Racial State

3. Europe, Race & Nation

4. The Lived-Experience of Race

5. Responding to Racism – Race and culture

6. Racism and Human Rights

7. The End of Race?

8. Race and the Idea of “Human Security”

9. Take a case

10. Seeing a future without race?

Recent Social Theory (805L3)


 


Gerard Delanty
This course covers some of the major developments in social theory over the past twenty to thirty years.   The aim of the course is to provide a reasonably comprehensive introduction to recent social theory if you have not studied it before, and an opportunity, if you have, to read further.  It is complementary to the SPT courses Text and Critique and Theorizing the Social. 

Topics:
1.  Introduction: Postmodernism and PostMarxism

2. Critical Theory of Modernity: Jürgen Habermas, Axel Honneth

3. Theories of Modernity: Bauman

4. Institutional Analysis: Luhmann, Giddens and Neo-Institutionalism

5. The Radical Imaginary: Castoriadis and Heller 

6. Critical and Pragmatic Theory: Bourdieu, Bolstanski & Thevenot, Rorty

7. Globalization and Social Movements: Castells and Touraine

8. Actor Network Theory and the End of the Social: Latour, Urry

9. Multiple Modernities and Civilizational Analysis: Eisenstadt, Arnason

10. Cosmopolitanism and Social Theory: Arendt, Turner, Beck

Science, Technology and Society (810L3)



John Abraham

This course begins by examining the institutionalisation of science. The professionalisation of scientists in various Western countries is discussed, as is the distribution of scientists across industry, academia and government, drawing on Merton, Sklair and Gieryn. The course then relates this to the norms and values of different kinds of scientists and how these affect the production of scientific knowledge. Can and should science be politically neutral? Can science be objective and what philosophies of science are presupposed by the possibility of an objective science? 
We will discuss the role of scientific expertise in democratic societies and examine the case for technocracy - a society in which major social and political decisions are taken by technical experts. 
This will be followed by focussing on the social impact of various technologies on different aspects of society. We will consider the implications of reproductive technologies for women and gender relations, the safety of food additives, food irradiation and pesticides in food for consumers, the socio-cultural impact of information technologies on labour, work and skills, the implications of pharmaceuticals and medicine for patients and the environment, and the implications of military technology for government expenditure and the prospects of world peace.

SPT in the Long Twentieth Century  (945M1)  
 

Darrow Schecter

This is an optional course designed to carry on the work begun in the core course Text and Critique in Social and Political Thought in the first term. Thinkers and topics include Nietzsche, classical sociology (Weber, Simmel), Marxism (Gramsci), Freud, "ontological politics" (Benjamin, Arendt, Heidegger), and Foucault. We will be looking at the ways in which Marxists like Gramsci and philosopher-sociologists like Simmel, Freud, Heidegger and Foucault offer critiques of ideology, power, metaphysics and humanism. The course examines questions related to the ideas of political experience, the relation between liberalism and legality, and the political implications indicated by theoretical attempts to create more legitimate political forms than those suggested by liberalism. The course builds on the work in the first term by asking to what extent Nietzsche, Simmel, Weber, Gramsci, Freud, etc. successfully advance theory in relation to 1) the idealism of Kant and Hegel and 2) the critique of legality sketched in Marx's early writings. Students from other MA programmes who have not taken Text and Critique will be able to follow this course, and are welcome to join it.

Topics:

Week 2: Nietzsche, The Genealogy of Morals, Beyond Good and Evil

Week 3: Simmel, The Philosophy of Money, How is Society Possible, Fashion
Week 4: Weber, Politics as a Vocation
Week 5: Gramsci, Selections form the Prison Notebooks
Week 6: Freud, Civilisation and its Discontents, Totem and Taboo
Week 7: Benjamin, Surrealism, The Critique of Violence, Theses on the Philosophy of History
Week 8: Heidegger, Being and Time, Kant and the Problem Of Metaphysics
Week 9: Arendt, The Human Condition, On Revolution
Week 10: Foucault, Discipline and Punish

Summer Term - The MA Dissertation

The MA Dissertation or thesis is the culmination of the MA programmes at Sussex.  

An indication of the timescale appears below.
	Indication of subject area

(To be submitted to G. Delanty)

	27th February

	Supervisors allocated

Guidelines issued


	End of March

Easter

	Workshops


	Week of 11th May  to be confirmed

	Outline and title submitted
(To be submitted to supervisor)
	15th May

	Supervision sessions
	Summer term (April to June)

	Dissertation submitted


	Start of September


Please remember that the title and accompanying outline must be approved by your supervisor and signed off by the convenor(s) and any subsequent changes to the title may require separate approval.  

The outline should include (i) a description of the general topic (ii) an outline of the research programme within the topic and (iii) the provisional bibliography.  You will also be asked to demonstrate that there is no significant overlap between the subject content of the dissertation and your term papers. This must be submitted to the allocated supervisor  by 15th May.
Students are required to present a draft outline for discussion at a workshop during May.   University regulations require MA students to be in attendance at Sussex during the summer term, so if you are planning to be away please inform the Convenors.
MA students can expect four supervision sessions (30 minutes each) during the summer term. Please take advantage of your supervision sessions, as we cannot guarantee faculty availability once the summer vacation begins.  
Also – note that full/chapter drafts will not normally be read and commented upon by the supervisor.
Feedback and representation

We ask for nominations from each of the MA programmes to represent their peers.  The duties are not onerous, but the role is important as it gives you a voice on the Departmental Committee and keeps you informed of any important or interesting developments.   

Committee meetings usually take place once a term, usually on a Wednesday afternoon.  Nominations will be invited by email at the start of the Autumn term, but for further information contact the MA Coordinator.
We encourage our student representatives to make contacts with other student reps and the Student Union, who provide information and training for student representatives.   

Finally, Student Evaluation Questionnaires (SEQs) are distributed each term to enable students to evaluate individual courses on an anonymous basis.  SEQs cover course content, as well as teaching quality and feed into the Department’s annual monitoring reports.  SEQs are extremely important and we welcome your comments as part of this process.

Life after the MA
In recent years other graduates from the MA programme have gone on to be professional researchers or to work in teaching, the media and for NGOs.  

Supervision of MPhil and DPhil students in Social and Political Thought is one of the many activities of the Centre for SPT.  Research degrees may be pursued on either a full or part-time basis and may take the form of a more limited M.Phil or the full D.Phil.. 

As a member of the thriving graduate culture at Sussex you will be encouraged to further your research and possibly enter one of the many DPhil programmes at Sussex.  The research programme in Social and Political Thought allows students to pursue individual research in social theory, political theory, political philosophy, the history of social and political thought, and the study of social and political and social ideologies and movements, and especially to cross the traditional disciplinary boundaries between these subjects.  Almost all SPT students belong to SocCul, although a few research students are located in the School of Humanities.   

The University has also created the MSc in Comparative and Cross Cultural Research Methods to meet ESRC requirements for social science training. 
For further information please contact Chloe Manhire (C.V.Manhire@sussex.ac.uk)
Appendix - term dates

	Term


	From 
	To

	Autumn 


	6 October 2008
	12 December 2008

	Spring 


	12 January 2009
	20 March 2009

	Summer


	20 April 2009
	26 June 2009


Closure days

	Christmas


	25 December 2008 to 2 January 2009 inclusive

	Easter


	9 April 2009 to 14 April 2009 inclusive

	Bank holidays


	4 May and 25 May 2009

31 August 2009




For up to date information see:

www.sussex.ac.uk/governance/1-3-6.html
JEP/GD 180808
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