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Table 10: Poverty among working-class households, 1899-1937 
 

 

Investigator Date Poverty-line locality 
Poverty 

(percent) 

Rowntree   1899 primary poverty York 15.46 

Bowley & Hurst 1912-13 bare physical efficiency northern 

towns 

5.4-20.4 

Bowley & Hogg 1924 bare physical efficiency  northern 

towns 

3.9-11.3 

Llewelyn-Smith 1929-30 modified Booth London 9.1 

Caradog Jones 1929-30 modified Bowley Merseyside 16.0 

Owen 1931 modified Bowley Sheffield 15.4 

Ford 1931 modified Bowley Southampton 21.3 

Rowntree 1936 human needs (version 2) York 31.1 

Rowntree 1936 primary poverty York 6.8 

Tout 1937 modified Bowley Bristol 6.9 

Tout 1937 George Bristol 10.7 

Source: Gazeley and Newell (2011b) 

 


