EPISTEMOLOGY AND METAPHYSICS   Year 2  Spring/Summer                 (V7057)

January 12, 2004:   (1)  Perception and Memory
Essential Reading: R. Audi, Epistemology (2nd Edition, Routledge 2003), chs. 1 and 2. [BD 161 Aud]

Useful reading:

 
on theories of perception (read this if you can’t get hold of the Audi): J. Dancy, Introduction to Contemporary (Oxford: Blackwell, 1985), chs. 10 and 11. [BD 161 Dan] 


on perception as belief acquisition: D. M. Armstrong, A Materialist Theory of Mind (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1968, ch. 10)


on memory: Dancy (above), ch. 12.

PERCEPTION

Issues to consider from Audi:

· four elements in perception (p. 16)

· simple perception, perceiving to be, and perceiving that (p. 17 ff.)

· perception as a source of potential beliefs (p. 22 ff.; see also Armstrong extract)

Our main focus will be on theories of perception (Audi, p. 30 ff.; see also Dancy chapters):



— direct realism, indirect realism, phenomenalism

— sense datum theories

— argument from hallucination

— adverbial theories

— the role of causation
FROM DANCY

S indirectly perceives an object X if S perceives X in virtue of (or by way of) perceiving another object, Y.

S directly perceives X if S perceives X, and S does not perceive X in virtue (or by way) of perceiving a distinct object Y.

Perceptual realism is the view that the objects we perceive exist, and have at least some of the properties we perceive them as having, even when they are unperceived.

Direct realism: we directly perceive physical objects; physical objects are mind-independent.
Indirect realism: we only ever indirectly perceive physical objects. The direct objects of perception are mind-dependent.

Phenomenalism: we directly perceive physical objects—but these are mind-dependent objects. 

· direct awareness does not guarantee infallibility; (ii) direct awareness does not require the objects of perception to exist at the same time as the perception.

· infallibility and vanishing content

· Naïve and scientific direct realism — (Locke’s primary and secondary qualities)

· Objections to direct realism: (i) introspection; (ii) time-lag argument; (iii) argument from illusion/hallucination (iv) how is error (misperceiving) possible?

· Phenomenalism and the explanation of perceptual experience (dispositional and categorical properties)

· Indirect realism: relation between what is directly perceived and the physical object. Seems to have a ready made explanation of misperception: mismatch between directly observed object and  physical object. (But does it make knowledge of the physical world impossible?)

· Direct realism: adverbial theory of sensation; perception as a characteristic form of belief (or tendency to believe); the possibility of error (misperception) is explained by positing a mismatch between belief and world.

AUDI — Ch. 2: MEMORY

· Knowledge or belief about the past need not call on memory.

· Memory (and knowledge generally) is factive. 

· Causal basis of memory beliefs.

— possibility of deviant causal chains.

· memory, remembering, recollecting (p. 60).

· analogues of direct and indirect realism, and phenomenalism.

· Question to think about: is direct realism much less plausible in the case of memory??

· Memory as source of knowledge and source of justification (p. 70 ff.): what does Audi mean???

Essay Questions:

1. Is the direct realist view of perception or memory defensible?

2. Assess Armstrong’s account of perception as the acquisition of belief.
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