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Introduction
On 20 November 2006 States Parties to the 1972 Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) will
reconvene in the Palais des Nations in Geneva for the treaty’s Sixth Review Conference. In an
attempt to facilitate and stimulate active participation in the Conference by government
delegations, BASIC, HSP and VERTIC have developed this comprehensive BWC Briefing
Book. It contains official documents and other texts relating to the biological weapons
regime, including: official BWC documents (including the Final Documents from the
previous five Review Conferences); documents from the United Nations, other international
and regional organisations; documents from informal arrangements; and supporting
material from various non-governmental organisations (NGOs). Although designed
primarily for Review Conference delegates, BASIC, HSP and VERTIC hope this Briefing
Book will also be a useful resource for researchers, NGOs, journalists and others in civil
society with an interest in the biological weapons regime embodied in the BWC.
Each of our three organizations has been a longstanding supporter of the BWC and of efforts
to strengthen it. The BWC is a landmark treaty in international efforts to tackle threats to
international peace and security as it was the first treaty to comprehensively ban an entire
category of weapons of mass destruction. While the BWC itself may have been through trials
and tribulations over its almost 35-year lifespan, it reflects a fundamental norm of the
international community – that the hostile use of disease is indeed “repugnant to the
conscience of mankind.” We view the Sixth Review Conference as an opportunity to
consolidate the past achievements of the BWC and to plan for its future. We believe that the
norm embodied in the BWC is strong and that the Review Conference can take practical
steps to improve the universality and implementation of the Convention.

Background to the Briefing Book
This Briefing Book has been a long time in design and preparation. Initial discussions took
place at a workshop of the Pugwash Study Group on the Implementation of the CBW
Conventions in April 2005 in the Netherlands, and a more refined outline of the book’s
structure was presented at a subsequent Pugwash CBW workshop in Geneva. However, it
was only with the generous granting of funds by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Netherlands that the book became more than just another “good idea” that never gets
realised. As such, the authors are extremely grateful to the officials of the Security Policy
Department of the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs for their support.
The primary idea behind the Briefing Book is to assist delegates to the Sixth Review
Conference of the BWC in their work and thus to contribute to a successful and constructive
outcome to the Conference. By collecting together as many of the key relevant documents as
possible, the authors hope to provide a convenient reference source for use during the
Review Conference, and beyond. Having attended many previous BWC meetings, as well as
other international diplomatic meetings, we felt it would be advantageous to have as many
of the relevant documents as possible collected into one publication. We also hope that the
Briefing Book will raise awareness of the BWC both with states that have not yet joined the
Convention, and with researchers, academics, journalists and the general public who have an
interest in issues relating to it. In producing this Briefing Book, we also hoped to
demonstrate the constructive input which civil society can make to international meetings
such as the Sixth Review Conference. All of the authoring organizations are longstanding
supporters of the BWC and see this Briefing Book as one of our contributions to nurturing
and strengthening the Convention.

The concept of a reference compilation of documents for a Review Conference did not
originate with this publication. The authors wish to acknowledge the University of
Southampton Mountbatten Centre for International Studies’ (MCIS) NPT Briefing Book, first
published in 1990, which served as a model for this Briefing Book (see www.mcis.
soton.ac.uk/publications/towards2005npt.html) There seemed to be no obvious reason why
something which was clearly useful and well-received by delegates to NPT Review
Conferences would not also be seen in the same way by delegates to BWC Review
Conferences. The authors would like to express their thanks to the MCIS staff for their
encouragement and support in producing this Briefing Book.
This Briefing Book is seen as being complementary to the Key Points for the Sixth Review
Conference volume produced by the Department of Peace Studies at the University of
Bradford (see www.brad.ac.uk/acad/sbtwc/key6rev/contents.htm). The authors would
like to thank the editors of the Key Points for their encouragement and support.

Selection of Documents
In preparing a compilation of reference documents, we necessarily had to make decisions
about which documents, or portions of them, to include or exclude. We realise that questions
may be asked about our selection criteria, such as why we included one particular document
and not another, and why we did not include many documents from the years prior to 2001.
One easy answer to these questions relates to space; this Briefing Book is already quite a
bulky volume and including more documents would have meant an even heavier book, and
one that our target audience would be less likely to use. This factor mitigated against
including lengthy documents in their entirety, except where they were essential or where
extracting sections would have lessened their usefulness. Where we have included extracts
from long documents we provide a reference to the original text (most are accessible in full
on the internet).
In order to include those documents of most relevance to the Sixth Review Conference, we
have mostly restricted our source materials to those published since the first session of the
Fifth Review Conference in 2001. The main exception to this has been documents from
previous Review Conferences and other BWC meetings. For practical reasons the selection is
also limited to English language documents. However, most of the BWC documents have
been produced in all six official UN languages, so Arabic, Chinese, French, Russian and
Spanish versions should be available from the websites referenced throughout the Briefing
Book (although Arabic did not become an official UN language until later). In addition, we
have refrained from including any documents of the Sixth Review Conference itself
(including its Preparatory Committee) that have been released in advance because they will
be distributed at the Review Conference anyway and because more are being released all the
time, making any selection we include out of date.
We are also aware of the excellent resource that is www.opbw.org, where hundreds, if not
thousands, of BWC documents from the First Review Conference in 1980 onwards are
available. And, during the preparation of this Briefing Book, the BWC Meetings Secretariat
launched a BWC website which also includes copies of many key BWC documents,
particularly those issued for the Sixth Review Conference itself. The website
(www.unog.ch/bwc) also contains much useful information on the Sixth Review Conference
itself, including advance copies of papers and information for States Parties, NGOs and the

media. While aware of these electronic resources and keen to avoid duplication, we were
also intent on producing something that was useful to delegates in the conference room and
when away from computers. Having said that, we will post the Briefing Book on our
websites, so that people can download it if they wish.
While we have tried to be as comprehensive as possible, it is likely that we have missed some
useful documents or that people will take issue with our selection policy. We therefore
welcome comments on this Briefing Book, including suggestions of additional documents
that may be included in a future edition. A feedback form is included at the end of the
Briefing Book for this purpose.

Outcomes
A successful outcome of the Sixth Review Conference is vital to avoid the risk that the BWC
may be seriously undermined at a time when biological weapons are recognised as a
growing threat to international security. BASIC, HSP and VERTIC believe that the BWC
remains the cornerstone of global efforts to prohibit and prevent biological weapons. For it to
be truly effective, the Convention requires continued and renewed support. The baseline
objective for a successful outcome at the Review Conference, therefore, should be for States
Parties to identify, develop and promote initiatives for strengthening the BWC in the
framework of a further series of annual meetings between the Sixth and Seventh Review
Conferences, as has been suggested by a number of States Parties. There is no shortage of
pragmatic recommendations for strengthening the BW prohibition regime; what is needed is
innovative thinking and political will. It is clear that there is no one single solution to a
problem as complex as the threat posed by biological weapons. What is required is the
involvement of a wide range of stakeholders at all levels from the individual to the
international. In this regard, this Briefing Book will help to demonstrate the range of
organizations, initiatives and arrangements that are already engaged in this process and
contributes positively to promoting interactions and constructive collaborations.
Michael Crowley (VERTIC)
Ian Davis (BASIC)
Daniel Feakes (HSP)
Caitríona McLeish (HSP)
Angela Woodward (VERTIC)
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