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This Briefing Book is intended to aid delegates to the Sixth Review Conference of the 1972 Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) and thus contribute to a constructive and successful outcome. The conference will be held 20 November–
8 December 2006 in Geneva, Switzerland.
This book contains official documents and other texts relating to the biological weapons regime, including:
•

official BWC documents (such as the Final Documents from the previous five Review Conferences);

•

documents from the United Nations, other international organisations and regional organisations;

•

documents from informal instruments and arrangements; and

•

supporting material from various non-governmental organisations (NGOs).

It will also be a useful resource for researchers, non-governmental organisations, journalists and others in civil society with
an interest in the biological weapons regime embodied in the BWC.
This Briefing Book has been prepared by staff at the British American Security Information Council (BASIC), the Harvard
Sussex Program (HSP) and the Verification Research, Training and Information Centre (VERTIC). BASIC, HSP and VERTIC
are grateful to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands for funding the book.

The British American Security Information Council (BASIC) is an independent research and advocacy organisation
based in London and Washington DC. We focus on transatlantic security and arms control issues as a means of creating
a more stable and secure world. www.basicint.org
The Harvard Sussex Program (HSP) is an inter-university collaboration for research, communication and training in support
of informed public policy towards chemical and biological weapons. The Program links research groups at Harvard University in the United States and the University of Sussex in the United Kingdom. It began formally in 1990, building on two
decades of earlier collaboration between its co-directors. HSP seeks to instil the traditions, practice and benefits of scholarship into the formation of public policy on issues involving biological and chemical weapons. University-based research
and publication, other forms of international communication, constructive association with people in policy-shaping and
policy-making circles, and training of young people are the means HSP uses. In addition, HSP maintains national and
international frameworks for discourse, study and consensus-building that bring together scientists and other scholars
with officials of governmental and intergovernmental bodies. www.sussex.ac.uk/Units/spru/hsp/
The Verification Research, Training and Information Centre (VERTIC) promotes effective and efficient verification as a
means of ensuring confidence in the implementation of international agreements and intra-national agreements with inter
national involvement. VERTIC aims to achieve its mission through research, training, dissemination of information, and
interaction with the relevant political, diplomatic, technical, scientific, academic and non-governmental communities.
Founded in 1986, VERTIC is an independent, non-profit-making, non-governmental organization. Its three main programme
areas are: arms control and disarmament, environmental and peace agreements. www.vertic.org
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