Workshop on Independent Child Migrants: Policy debates
| and Dilemmas, 12" September 2007, Central Hall,
| Westminster, London, England.
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Country Profile

K 5.6 million, 49 ethnic groups with four major
ethno-linguistic groups
52.5% of the population Is ethnic Lao, while
the remainder belong to other ethnic

Estimated per capita GDP in 2004 was USD
428

Economic growth does not contribute
substantially to poverty reduction and the
positive effect is largely offset by increases
IREqUAILY,




| Contextual Background

B ° Geographical position of Lao PDR as
| corridor creates favourable

conditions for the areas of trade,
tourism and communication in the
region
LaoPDRjS ecatedinithe centerof a
dynamic and prospering region, and
as such, has the potential to provide
a strategic resource base and land
link to its neighbors — Vietham,
Thailand, Cambodia, Myanmar and
China.




Contextual Background

On average about 25,000 youth (15 - 18
years old) enter the labour market each
year

Limited economic opportunities in the
country are the strongest push factor that
contributes to labour migration abroad

Only 6% of the labour force in the country
Is paid employees. The vast majority of the
labour force Is self-employed.

Therefore many Lao women see more
economic opportunities and jobs in
Thailand and are keen to look for work
there through social and illegal recruitment
hetworks.
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Children Migrant Workers
B In Thailand by Sex
of Khammuane Province.
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LN Children Migrant Workers

Thailand by Sex
avannakhet Province
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Children Migrant Workel
In Thailand by Sex
of Champasack Provinci
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Sample Population

MALE FEMALE

3,000 2,500 2,000 1,500 1,000 500 - 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000

@ Non Migrating Population m Migrating Population @ Non Migrating Population m Migrating Population
 LAOPDR




Main Findings

Migration accelerating
Young children most vulnerable
Contact lost with children: 50%+

Increased trafficking feared




Routes

| = Workers from| Lao migrating into
| hallanad use four channels:
iLlllegalialpourrecruitment REWoIHKS

2. Cresspraer Smugalers
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| Major Outcomes

Reliable data bank of irregular migrant workers
il (out of 300 sample villages) im Thailand.

o | albour migration| patterns:
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Migrating Population
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Migration Pattern: Overview.

ofi total sample population are migrating
populatien

o Among the migratngl pepulation,
under 18, years




| Migration Abroad: Overview.

Among| total migrating population; migrated abroaad.

Compared to totallsample population by Sex,
migrating alroad Comprise of
while: migrating 2oread CoMprise. of

eiftel2lNmigraiing pepLiaien aereaalae
Under 18 yearss
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Migration to Thailand:
Benefits (Remittances)

B Overall; of MW sent remittances to their families,
but the other did' not.

» Among SES groups, of guintile sent
remittances; while enly. o) guintilerdid.

s Amonelchildrens oy of greupy and of
groupseEntremiiiznce:
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A Migration to Thailand: Risks

B - Risks: 3 criteria
' 1. No remittance sent to families
2. Families cannot contact
3. No information on livelihood sent

Overall, groups comprise of total
Viigrating YWorkers ternailzana (IVIVVA:
(O.6°/o: W /- 0.8%: F)
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Internal Migration: Overview.

Only ofi total sample population are internal migrating
population

Compared to total sample population by Sex,
internalimigrating COMpPrise of ,
While internalimigrating COMPIISE Of
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fInternal Migration: Risks

1 Among Internal Migrant Workers,
B Dbetween are at high risk
(average 1.49).

Intermal Vigrani VW orkers,
INerparticular highirsk grotpstiound,
SUIERE are semeskigreups
PEIWEER .
SEIHEUSENBIS HEEESHIEVENIG
iniforariziilon zirlel cogfizicr (0.5%)
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Health Issues

Health Male
Often sick 10%

Did not have 65%
health check up

Don’t know 49%
about HIV/AIDS

Female
9%

67%

44%




Summary

B Survey size first of its kind in LLao PDR
B 39,000 people in nearly 6,000 households

o Dramatic aceeleration infmigration
o Viere than enelnfive migrants UnRder 1.8
s ConacHesiwithinmorehens0yseiechildien
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Children Migrant Workers
in Thailand by Sex

of Khammuane, Savannakhet and Champasack .

* Sample Village
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l:lMaIe<18years
E:ﬂFemaledsyears

D Province

Population density
1-22 Persons
[ 23 - 47 Persons
B 48 - 103 Persons
# I 109 - 203 Persons
I 204 - 307 Persons

60 0 60 120 180 240 300 Kilometers
e ™ e ™ e ™ e |

Labour Migration Survey 2003




Discussion

 “frafficking In persons”

=» [[he recruitment, transpoertation, transter, harouring or
iecelpt off persons,

=>» by Means of the threat or Use of Or other forms of
. O abduction, of fraud, of . Of the
alpUSE Off peWEN o 6f a position off vulneranility er offthe
@IVIRGI O rECEIVING Gl payMENtS OF IDERETS

10/ 2ChIEVENEICONSENT Ol 2 PESON NEVIRE Conirel eVer
ANeIEr PErSoI;

=>

(Art. 3(a), UN Protocol to Prevent, Supspress and Punish trafficking in Persons,

Especially Women and Children,

upplementing the UN Convention
Against Organized' Crime; 2000).




Discussion

e “migration”
=>» A Process ofi moving, either across an
internatonal border, or within a State.

=> |1 IS 2 populatien mevement, encompassing
any Kind el meyvementi el people; WiialeVeriis

IERging CompPosiionrand causes;

= RCINCES MIGrElCN Ol EIligEES; diSplacEd
PENSEISHURICRIEC PECPIEN 2NE ECONOMIEC
MIGIERiS

(International Migration Law, Glossary on Migration, IOM,
2004)







Discussion

» The presence of coercion, force
and/or deception for the purpose of
exploitation is the key in determining
whether or not a person has been

trafficked, and that distinguishes
trafficking from migrant smuggling
and other forms of irregular
migration.

(An/Information’ Guide. Preventing Discrimination,
Exploitation/andiAbuse off Women Migrant Workers, ILO;
2003)




Discussion

B ° Trafficking in persons is a modern
g form of slavery. Traffickers use
threats, intimidation and violence to
subject victims to involuntary
servitude, peonage, debt bondage,
and forced marriages, to engage in

forced prostitution or to labour under
conditionsicomparable to  slavery: for
the traffickers’ financial gain
(essentially treating people as
commodities).

- (ibid)




| Trends in Out-migration

B . Lao migrants totaled 181,614
| people (of whom more than half,
some 100,633 were female)

Thal employers demanded a
total of 45,357 Lao domestic
workers (30.54%)

Registered domestic workers
from Lao 72.86% of the total
employer demand




| Problems Lao Women Migrant
= _\\orkers=RcoLnieh

B During pre-departure phase
§ - Poverty in the families and

drawbacks in the education system
have pushed them to leave school
at early ages to help their families
to work and to generate income. In
many cases, large families could
not afford to further the education
of their children combined with the
gender bias, girls have to suffer.




| Problems Lao Women Migrant
_—\/\/o ke ISu=l CRIIRIEH

| During the process of migration
- Due to the expensive charges of the
legal recruitment agencies and the

dangers involved in illegal migration
through illegal recruitment networks,

increasing number of migrant
workers are shifting towards the use
of personal connections through
family members, relatives and friends
that are currently working in Thailand
In traveling and finding jobs in
hanana:




B Problems Lao Women Migrant
S Workers«=couRies

B At destination

«  Young girls'and women migrant workers
being In the irregular status in Thailand
makes them more vulnerable to abuses,
including restriction of movement and
communication (being locked in the
factories or houses and not allowed to
use telephones), forced to work for long
hours without rests, being hit and
tortured in inhuman mannetrs, working in
dangerous conditions, deductions and
Withholdingroisalany:




Problems Lao Women Migrant
WorkersL=hcolnRiesk

Upon return

Irregular migrant workers have high risks of being
caught by the immigration police upon return.
There are many reported cases of irregular
migrant workers caught and put in detention
centre and are subjected to heavy fines.

Irregular migrants® hard earning money will be
confiscated by the police andi they will'be
deported acress the borderwithout money.-

In the worst cases, in some provinces on the Lao
border, these irregular migrant workers are also
subjected to heavy fines by the immigration police
andithe viliageautherties:




Summary

- Under the Thai and Lao labour law,
domestic work has not been fully protected
as a form of labour

Have not as yet been recognized and
approved officially as a work sector for
recruitment and sending under the MOU

Though there is high demand for the Lao
migrant workers to work: in Thailand, the
process of recruitment, approval and job
offers had been very slow and it has not
met the pace of demand by employers.




Way Forward

» Cooperation among social partners
as well as with migrant workers is
especially important to the
development of sound labour

migration policies and programmes
and their effective implementation in
a way that respects the rights of
migrant workers and members of
their families.




