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Research location
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The study
• `Social Protection By and For Temporary Work 

Migrants’ which focused on Bengali speaking 
temporary work migrants and their families from 
rural areas in Murshidabad in West Bengal and 
Gaibandha in North Western Bangladesh. 

• The research, involving fieldwork with sending 
communities of migrants, explored how families 
left behind respond to the absence of the 
temporary worker and how migrants in their 
temporary workplaces and as they travel, cope 
with the risks and hazards they face.
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Sample

• 20 households were selected for in-depth 
study.  
– We first took a census of the whole village 

(total of 444 households) 
– 83 households found to be actively involved in 

migration at the time of the study.
– Study households chosen to represent 

different types of household, migration 
experience and wealth rank. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The team then visited all 83 households and collected information to select households for case study.  Out of these 83 households, 44 households where selected as being of particular interest because of the level of migrant activity and willing to take part in the study.  Out of these 36 households were from wealth category three, five from wealth category four, two from wealth category two and one from wealth category one.  Twenty households were then chosen purposively from this list to represent different types of migrant, wealth rank and family situation.  In two households two migrants were identified for follow-up, so the total number of migrants was 22 in 20 households 
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Formal social protection in the 
village

• Six NGOs had active programmes in the 
village. 
– BRAC, ASA, Grameen Bank, Samokal and 

TMSS provided micro-credit.
• Government support available through 

Vulnerable Group Development cards 
(VGD), Vulnerable Group Fund cards 
(VGF), old age allowances and relief for 
crisis periods

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Shalish has a role in protecting families left behind when a temporary worker migrates and, for example, defaults on sending money home. During fieldwork we learnt of cases where the shalish had set a minimum amount of monthly payment to migrants for their families left behind because of failures to pay in the past.

 

In the village Hindu and Muslim live side by side in harmony. Both Hindu and Muslim businessmen gave donations at Hindu festivals. 

The Eid-ul-fitar, the biggest religious festival of the Muslim year was held on 4th November 2005. It was Monga time during Ramadan and Eid. 

Before Eid the local authorities gave 20 kg of rice under VGF cards to some people. Some other people got ration cards with which they could buy six kg rice at the cost of 24/- (18 pence). However, many people got neither ration card nor VGF card, so they had difficulty celebrating Eid. 

Many households have been affected in the past by river erosion and have become landless. While the village is outside the embankment and protected to some extent from the river, some people living in the village have come from the other side of the embankment and they have had to shift their homestead several times. Flooding, tornados, hailstorm and downpours are the common natural disasters in the village. 
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Gender and migration

• The majority of migrants were men -- few 
female migrants in the village.  

• Four women had migrated in the past.
• Three women (including two in case study 

households) were present migrants at the 
time of the study. 
– Most of those who were left at home to 

manage the family were women.
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Occupations of migrants

• Agricultural workers
• Rickshaw and van pullers
• Carpenters
• Housemaids
• Beggars

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most of people living in this village are poor.  There is a concentration of the poorest people on the embankment and on the north-east side of the village which is close to river Tista and prone to flooding.

Only 24 of the 444 household heads had gone beyond primary school.  All 24 were men.  The majority of female household heads were non-literate.  Among the 83 migrants in the village 66 were non-literate (or could only sign their name).  Only two had received education beyond primary level (both were included in our case study households).  One migrant who had passed Senior Secondary School was pulling a rickshaw – his story was one of a series of failures to find better work or improve his land and home.



One man, who is mentally unstable begs.
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Destinations (and distance)

• Agricultural workers migrate to Bogra, 
Comilla, Dinajpur and Feni (50-250km 
away).  

• Rickshaw pullers migrate to Dhaka, Feni 
and Rangpur (100-250km away). 

• Carpenters, to the nearby district although  
some go to Dhaka (up to 100km away.

• Housemaids (the two women) go to Feni 
(250km away).
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Variation in livelihood outcomes

• Carpenters and some of the rickshaw 
pullers seemed to be able to make a 
reasonable living. 

• Agricultural labourers struggled to make a 
decent wage.   
– Agricultural labourers only migrated for a few 

months a year. 
– Majority of rickshaw pullers were away most 

of the year. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The families that were the worst off were – one who was struggling to make up for losses that he had suffered due to river erosion and another who was disadvantaged by poverty from birth who begs for a living.  But all of the lower paid migrants, such as the agricultural labourers and some of the rickshaw pullers struggled to make ends meet.
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Perceptions of migration in the 
village

• “Migration is bad, because one cannot keep his 
prestige intact, if he works as a labourer outside 
his village. Sometimes lower class people 
migrate under the compulsion of earning, and 
then it is tolerable and can be accepted. But 
those middle class persons, if they migrate, 
people do not like that and tell bad things about 
them everywhere, if not in front of them. Those 
who are poor can migrate because of scarcity 
but even so they must keep their prestige up.” 
(comment made during a group discussion)
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Sustaining the family while the 
migrant was away

• Maintaining good relationships with 
neighbours and family;

• Taking on additional work to maintain 
animals and crops;
– Caring for cattle
– Tending crops, including work on fields away 

from the homestead.
• Stretching the available food and money.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kin and social networks

Living close to kin

Taking loans of cash or kind from neighbours or kin

Relationships with rich and influential households

Government schemes and NGOs
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Scarcity of food and money
• At present there is scarcity of food at Ajij’s home. 

His wife cannot get a further loan for buying food 
and on the other side; lenders are continuously 
giving her pressure for repayment of loans she 
had taken already. Under such circumstances, 
she wanted to inform Ajij over the mobile phone. 
However, she does not have money for paying 
the mobile phone charge. She went to the 
mobile phone shop in the village to phone on 
credit. However, she was not allowed to use the 
phone.
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Loan repayment

• Families left behind can face pressure to 
repay money or goods that have been 
borrowed from individuals or NGOs;
– While the membership of multiple NGOs may 

provide access to different funds, allowing a 
family to borrow from one to pay off the other, 
the need to keep up the payments can be a 
considerable burden.
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Conclusion

• When we asked why he migrated one man told 
us that `migration helps one to take regular 
meals and improve one’s dwelling house’.
– That is the case for those who are successful

• Lack of alternative sources of employment for 
those with little land and few other assets so 
temporary work migration will continue to be an 
important part of livelihoods despite the 
hardships some families and migrants face.
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