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PREFACE

Soctal protection is one of the key suli-themes of the Development Research Centre (DRC) on
Migranon, Globalisation and Poverty at the University of Sussex, Social protection ¢ONCems emerge
at all stages of migration: before departure, in transit, at destination and upon return, 1t impinges on
internal and imternational migramts, weespective of thewr status (regular or srregular) and alse on
members of their families. Quite a few research projects are currently being conducted under the
DRE initiative that cover soeial protection issue in Bangladesh and West Bengal and by other partner
nsttutions in Ghana, Lpypt and Albania,

Refupee and Migratory  Movements Research Unit (RMMRU) of the University of Dhaka,
Bangladesh, a parner of the DRC consortium, organised a two-day workshop on Marginalised
Migrant Workers and Social Protection on 8.0 October 2006 in Dhaka, The workshop mainly
showcased findings or partial findings of DR research projects being conducted, while others

working on the issue were also invited.

The workshop among others attempted 1o address the following issues:

e  What kinds of informal measures do migrants take themselves in secunng social protecoon?
How effectve are these?

¢ How much social protection vulnerable migrant workets and those they leave behind recerve
from the state and ather formal agencies? To what extent those ate accessible?

e Is inteprated {formal and informal) social protecton a feasible proposition? [f so, what role
can varous actors play (povernment, development partners, civil soctety and rugrants’
networks) 1n ensuring an integrated social ptotection strategy for migrants?

Where does the tights discourse fit in pagration aned social protection discussions?

The workshop was attended by academics, cvil sociery activists ineluding migrant support groups
and concerned government and development partnet agencies of Bangladesh and India.

The workshop was also attended by participants from the UK, Pormupal and Egypt. A volume of
selected articles will be published, this publicauon contains the praceedings of the workshop for a

wider dissermination of the issucs discussed,
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workshop bur also the discussions and commen-
tary taking plice over the two days. Finally, a vol-
umie of papers that brought topether research
findings of the imstumnons and individuals
wwelved would be published, Abrar expressed
his pratitude to the exciting network of partia
pants gathered tor whar e hoped swould be o
stmulating few davs of dhiscussion,

Prof. Ann Whitchead, of the Universin of
Sussex and a0 theme Coordinator of  che
Development Research Centre in Migration,
Globalisanon and Poverty highligheed the time-
Iy tarure of the comferenee n terms of the work
of the DR She eoncluded that diseussions k-
g place would prove importane in akinge the
debate forward, and looked foreard o feaitful
and tnteresting dinlogue,

ExrErIENCES OF A Union 0N MIGRATION

M=, Anuradha Talwar
West Beogal  Awricalural Wirkers' Associanon,

lendicr.

Anuradha Talwar began by providing a back-
ground to the substantial ose o the level of
migratoey movements from  India and West
Bengal in recent vears, explaining thar this rise
primarily related w inereasing pauperisation and
the unemplovment of  agnculiural  workers
vccurring in the region. She highlighted in par-
ticular a positive relationship o landlessness in
the area, leading amongst other things 10 suls-
stantial permanent migration, the constant
threat of evieton forcing migrants to leave their
natal villages for pood. The project had there-
fore been able to define movements as deter-
mincd by necessity rather than choice, Ms,
Talwar outlined the sitvanon of bonded labour
that often resulted, whereby migrants, unable o
speak the language, were incapable of paying
back wdvances 1o agencies and became locked in
eveles of debt. She noted tha despite a range
applicable Tegslaton, the poliieal naure of
these eases created reluctance among gowvern-

mients to declire such people bonded, and a lack
of resources prevented them from any torm of
escape. Young picks were Frogquent vicoms,
prcked up in West Bengal and taken 1o Delln
where they lost contaer with family members
and sullered physical and sexual worare, Again
relesvant liws were in esisienes but oever imple

mented, and bivers of burcaoeracy as well as a
neesative ntude on bebalt of embassy officnls
ponwzirels mugrrant labour m the regton turther
hammpered arrempes o repatcanon, Ms Talwar
eaplored 1 number of poliey changes necessan
o precvent such cases, Some of these were strue

tural such as the copnabilioy of the global disen

bution of  resoueces, the ereation of  rural
econplosvinent and the demand for Laod for woork-
ers, While enbers included the implementimos of
speaitic lewishove tonls, She concluded thae
proarer unionisaton of workers, l_‘u'rrq.'nll:l} [rar-
ticubarly Towe i Endia, was necessaey i1 this Hgln
wits to be tken turther.

Discussion
Dr Ben Regaly, Semor Tecturer o Homan
Geography ar the University of Susses, began
by abserving that compulsion is a very impor-
tant issuc in terms of the developing discourse
which celebrates mupranon but neglecrs the
structural issucs mvolved. He was keen o estal-
lish whether, as a urnion, Ms Talwars organisa
non had worked on the inherent wensions thar
can arise when migeant workers interace with the
local labour foree. He was also concerned how
ever that the voluntary registration of workers
suggested n the presentanon (related o che
proposition of adentine cards by some gquarters
m India recently) could in fact ereate further
problems For those working for a limited dura-
tion, The cost in tdme, money, and perhaps stig-
ma, pussibly outweighing expected benetirs.

M, Tabwar explained that although the Wese
Workers'
worked primarily in source arcas where there are

Bengal  Agnculural Assaciation

few mugramt workers, struggles in desanation
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lovanons berwcen noprant workers and  local
populations have been observed, She also
esplamed that the queston of veldunrary regis-
tration was more important in reladon o inter-
stare meves where migranes were especially vul-
nerable (than shorrer eem inner state process-
exl. She added thae the project found withour .
unn presence 1t owas paricularle diffoel
ensure lepislaion was mplemienicd and  this
would be the case for a voluntary repistraton
scheme, In response o comments by Dr kan
Gardner, Ms. Talwar concluded the secriom T
claritving that movement pnimanly concerned
ndividuals, wsually male, eather than howse-
headils, and those lefr behind were ofien hugely
dependent on remittances senr back,

INSECURITY AND PROTECTION OF
BaNGLADESHI DOMESTIC WORKERS [N
DeLnr

Dr. Tasneem Siddiqui
Linnrveesies af [3haka

I .abwsur anel
Bangladesh has become a highly controversial

migration  between  India
sy Focusing on cross horder movements of
peeple between the two countrics D, Tasneem
Siddigui argued that the discourse of security is
vencrated as the deliberate acton of purposetul
acrors framing issues as threats wo the survival of
the people, stare and international communin,
such ‘speech-acts” ercate the justfication for
acnons bevond the bounds of normal polineal
procedures, greater resource allocanon for 1he
issue and militartzation; linking rogether social
threars such as armes, trafficking and terronsm
with the imagre of the immigrant as the nexus of
all fear. The project examined the case of per-
ceived” Bangladeshi domesne workers in Delhi,
cxploring the extent 1o which their migeation
posed a threar wo the national security of the
receiving country and the effect of secunmnsa-

teon on the lves and Bveliboods of these work-

crs, [t found thar the role of intermedianes as a
pull tactor within these streams was significant.
L3r. Siediqui arpued thar these inermediaries
(in this case “Thikedars™ or contractors) had
created an informal social svstem of insotu-

tionalised protection thar sustained migration.

The rescarch concluded by negating many of
the assertions put forwand by securitising actors
as to the threar posed by these migrane. She
alwerved  however thar such migration docs
indecd pose a serious threar o policy: makers,

which 15 not addressed by the discourse,
Migranon in the repion should be de-seeuritised
il human SCCurtiv s o improve and ::a]':u]':uur[uni

ties for 1'l':|_';l]]ﬁl" 1'|‘|il|_{1‘u|'tnr'| :_'_\;ph:n:d_

DiscussION

Prof. Ann Whirchead added that the example
wis particularly imeresting in relanon o the su-
wationn in the Uk and IL{&':HE{T LRSEICS, whiere
speech acts commenly assocate migrants wirth
criminal activioes such as sex work, Women and
children are used within the discourse o raf-
licking to identity nugranon with instabiline and
fear D Aabir Ahmicd questioned the use of the
term social protectors inorelation o the spectfic
case of Tikadars”. He sugpested o broader sense
of the social reltions berween the parnies may
be usetul. In response o a comment by D
Seeley, Drsiddigui noted that 1n most cases the
emplover was matched with the emplivee in

terms of their eelaive status and agreed  that
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mont tnerants wouk! never st the o
destrable posmons. She agreed warh Mao Masan
thar very often a relationsing develiped brmveen
crplower arnd vmphwee thae s P Bxcesan] oonn
specitie caltural Tovalog am! alded dhan i sonmie
eases workers did receve a degree o socud cap
el Eronn el ties, o eelaoons o 130 W Birebead s
vibservaton she pomed o that these spweely
acts create problems of orese thoar - Bengehremed
b b teansient mature of  the vinplovment,
The Jdermrcanon hoerween eradUickione amd nueea
tion s o amd the progect arzues thiat minerants
buve 1o be ler i Jegalle and mechamsms aee 10
b pire wideed 1o mamaee ths Inorelaton 1o th
conceprualisanon of TThkedars” s Soeal
Prevcenors she apread thar i was an importam
s 8L, e comecded thar the vestod mzerest ot
Thibedar” did resub m some explonanon,
M the

SUPLICLes [ widded, Doy 1 ‘ﬁinh!uqull apried that

IO Wurre it ".lrl"-r;-l'.'l.E with

vomeeptuthsanion o Mol Protecnon requirad

avonsd desl o aeeher anals sis

e Ben Rowaly greced thar the ssoe of

imtoreal sectal proteenon necded 1o Be thougdn
abvous eritweally and e fally, and i."\|:'l.':l"\‘~(.'l|. il
cernm ar the use of o daneerousle hengm sound-
g Libvel B vesposse tocgquestion Frosm e R
Jurcudime, e Seddiepn mentoned thae all the
mteeants studhed were mnoereeobie stitus, She
addend i gon ernmem e somanes a difTerem
ters prowided papers 1o the migrams and s
such a woe] deal of corrupson existed. M G
Loy menntoned the simvlann hetweon thase
“Vhikedars" and the muat, where o ek o1 tist-
tutinal suppeort ereated the necessar zap amd
sugpwsted thar the government use the examplh
o “thikedars” voamprose the formal wstaton
al svstene M Tabwar however n“\pn‘wd o
cern that the use abf the erm “socnl protectors

Tas tit'u'rllll. sy Jr l|'li|. conthd be used In LALILAY

erment ofticals o avond the establishmenn of

necessary soctal secunn provisions,

IIEGRES OF SEPARATION: SOC1AL
Promeerion, REIATEDNESS AND
MIGHATION a5 A LIVELINOOD STRATEGY
SorTH Easy Bascranesi

D¢ Katy Gardner
I ooaversaty it Sussos

il

e Zahir Ahmed
Yatlrarrsirmiisir I mmocrsmy, H'.iﬂ_:!!.hlt'\ll.

De. Ahmed began by outliming the nugraton
bisrory of the repon, explonmy thae the distree
b Sylhet s popalacy retereed toas a0l arrelomt’
wea e 1o the lved of eomgraion o the UK,
Uhe suilseaguent coomomiie sucvess ol many )
these ermero tuntlies and the level of remi

sances ivested m the seeon has resuleed o mas

AN '.|'.|:'|'.u.|:|'ul.'ltlr.|| L|l_"u.'|.n]‘ll11r.'|‘-r iy e FLULIO m
Mamy

emplion carctukers amd Tabewrers 1o ook atrer

recent vetars., 1omdoam’ i.‘lﬂl{' PATICES

therr Nelds while they are away resulung 2

powing Jueomred toer Labwwr oy the arca,

Temporary maigeaton 1o Noreh Fast Banglacesh
I theretore been inereasing, dircetly npactng
the thm or

ttermational micrants from e

recton and viee versa,

Dr. Ky Gardner denuled rescarch con-

ducted e Biswanath, ome sueh oo vallage)

ed the extent 1o which

The rescarch mvesay,
the rural poor benetited froe the migraton of
these richer tanulies to the Uk and concluded
thar pracnices which provude the pessr with a

decree of soend proteetiom need o be contesig
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alised within local peographics of power. The
research not only revealed that the extent o
which the help of successtul families could be
called upon depended on how losely they were
related by blood, or if unrelared, the phesical
distance of chete natal village to Biswanath,

Obligation beeame looser as che ‘degrees of

separation’ widened. She highlighred that social
protection has been plossed over by develop-
ment discourse, wirhour critical analvsis of who
receives what and whar for Although these rela-
tionships mav provide some form of cushion in
a broader sense, especially during times of crisis,
power dynamics are nonetheless central and the
patronage involved can he of a highh exploina-
EIve mature,

DiscussioN

Ms. Fahmida Sultana observed thar the prosper-
v of Svlhet has been decreasing rather than
inereasing In recent vears as many Londoni
migrants have moved permanently o the UK,
D Gardner agreed that the boom discussed
related only to pockers, and wider economic
development in the region has nor followed, She
added that the relationship berween the UK and
these villages was inereasingly precarious, with
help often uncertain and those relving on help
remaining in a vulnerable position, DrSiddiqui
argued however that remittance sending to the
rogion was in fact increasing but thar it was
important to distinguish berween  different
forms, remittances were now largely investment
based as opposed o individual.

Dr. Rogaly was keen to know whether there

were costs associated with patronage in terms of

the negotiability of working conditions, Dr.
Gardner observed that all respondents fele
uncomfortable asking for their wiages and [Dr,
Abhmed added that longstanding relationships
heightened these tensions, Significan exploita-

tnon trequently accompanied the provision of

protection. v Whitehead nored that i raised a

number questons abour what 15 10 fact protec-

tive about protecrion and what forms of social-
1y are being discussed. The stare is a form of
the social and many of these themes sit on the
boundary between the market mechanism and
other institutional forms. She stressed the need
for rural employment creation and highlighted
the wider ecconomic context that must nor be
ymored. Ms, Asem noted chat the cthnographic
observations of the studies could be generalised
e other arcas of the country, Dr Shahdeen
Mahk BRAC Universitv and  Chair of
BMMRLU commented thar Svlher was the repion

ol

with the Targest Hindu population post 1947 and
questioned whether caste could be plaving a role
in the practices of exclusion and inclusion.

SocialL PROTECTION BY AND FOR
TEMPORARY WORK MIGRANTS IN
BANGLADESH AND INDIA AND 1T5 IMPACT ON
Epucarion

Dr Janet Secley
University of Fast Anglia,
Dr Ben Rogaly
University of Sussex

and

Mr. Abdur Rafique

[ndependent researcher, West Bengral,

Dr. Janet Seeley mrroduced the research by
explaining that the wim of the project was 1o
explore how ditferent socio-ceconomic and polit-
ical histories of the two Bengals have influenced
the social protection provision of migrants and
familics thar stav behind, The rescarch atempt-
vdl to assess whether or not socal provection had
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been prosaded v the state or by NGO, and in
what wavs, if at all, the polineal remme and
SOCTO-CCONONIC contest might make a ditfee-
enee o che migrant sworker, Criceally, the wam
were mreresiod i social protecion by as well as
for migrant households, and it family members
stived hehind anempred o understand how
they ensured that the Bl survived e the
absenee of the meran,

Dr. Ben Rogaly presented related rescarch
trom Woest Bengal fco-authored by Abdur
Raticque and Decpuma Massev - see j that under
stood ancreasing wemporary labour nugraton in
the reton as a0 ‘reluctant chowe” in the face of
whan can be seen as an over celebraton of work -
g class mugration tor work char s dierv and
often dangerous. The concept, boraowed from
Fioma Samuels, of Sstretched Bfeoworlds' was
used o denote the wlea of e |T'n|(_' livinge beracen
a number of places, often for very shor periods,
and developing social relitions of some form in
each destinanon. In defining socal protecaon
the problems and ambigoities were discussed.
The term ‘mlormal suppornt” was preferred 1o
ntormal socml protecion’,. He expluned thin
the concept represents a policy dilemma because
mn spite of inequalines inherent w patrronage, it
may nevertheless provicde sceurite, The rescarch
cxamines dramanc changes in the paticrns of
mugranon over a period of 6 vears and uses
aralysis of the life course to nerrogsare these
changes, Cheerall the “sedvetons choice’, related 1o
the socml natre of wage emplovment, and
lack of enforceable work-place nights, as well as
the hardship expericnced by those left behind,
Dr. Rogaly concluded that the results highligh
the neghpible effect of carlier emplovment
schernes and pensions, as well as the uneven and
limited benefies from the pubbic distrbuion
seheme, underlining the nead for more emphu-
sis on work-place rights, and an understanding
ol the structural inequalities in source areas,

Abdur Rafique outhned a third relaned
project that aimed 1o shed some light on the

relaionship hetween migravon and educaton,
The research focused on the internal temporary
work migration of  adult males where the
absence of the primary breadwinner had resule

cd moan addinonal load of responsibilities on
these who stved belund including ehildeen. The
research ivestigated an ambiguous relationship;
that the burden of these exern responsibilines
can disrupr the cducation of children while
access o remitances from migration ¢an also
erable famibes o meer the essennal expenditure
involved in acquiring educanon. The study
attemipted o explain how these fBctors operated
across class, pender and levels of schooling, It
tound thar migration had conmbuted w0 a
changing pereeption of the importance of edu
cation as nugrants experienced the problems of
llieeracy, Tt thar the cost of educanon especial-
v the opportumty cost for bovs remamed high.
Ao resalt the dre i out rare fior Bows was higgh-
er than wirls and o many cases the grown up
buovs carmng facilitated the education of grown
upr girls Irwas, on the whole houscholds with
sume land and more than one carmer that expe-
rienced the hencfits of migration as a support-
g factor, strengthening the affordabiling of
relied s,

Discussion

13, Crardner commented on the value of the use
of the life course to ennch such analvsis, and
suggested the use of the houschold life cvcle as
an additional analvtical tool, De Rogalv agrecd
that the two were impormanedy mterowined with
an indiwvidual’s migration  dependent on the
needs of their houschold, Dr Ahmed  ques-
tioned the power of place 1 these movements
and Mr. Ratique explained the movements were
on the whole from the less developed o the
more developed areas, D Wihitehead was steuck
by the comirasts berween these cases and her

expericnees of internal migration in West Africa
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where mewvement is possilly less inteicarcly relat-
cd to landlessness, and migranes cngage much
more in the intormal sector than the wage
emplovment documented  beres Such compar-
soms highlighted the specificite of empicical sit-
watioms and underscored the elasncity and ambi-
puity of the concepr of socil protection. she
questoned 1he precise boundary berween ruel
emplovment, lvelihoods and social proweetion i
the language of cducation and roral develop-
ment are incorporated  within the term, She
nbserved that it is much more difficult o prose-
cute & nighes oo Ivelihood and the coneepr there-
tore needs further unpacking,

smita from the Amencan India Foundation,
arpued for more definitive statisties when talking
abour an ncrease in migranon, and qguestionced
the impressionistic data that micro studies pro-
vide, Dr. Rogaly however quesnoned the value
of such statistical and technical approaches o

the field and Ddr Seeley agreed that a more

azainst easy marget secking so often the outcome
of the Dlunt statistical instrument. Rogaly hinked
the rise, extrapolated from sinular micro stadies,
with the declining rights of workers and their
displacernent in the face of new capital. He
described these dynamics as a global problem
that increased the impormance of social protec-
tion mechanisms. Finally Dr. Gardner argued for
the need to think more theoretically when dis-
cussing the push/pull and choice versus com

pulsion ssues, and saw the concept of ‘reluctant
choice’ as an interesting place to start. She sup-
gested that it would be helpful o find approach-
s that examined structural issues along with
agency, and supgested that without o T Up
with a single reductive definition, the concept of
social protection should be honed down in some

Wiy

THe RoLE oF NGOs 1N THE PROVISION OF
SOCIAL PROTECTION TO [NTERNAL
MIGRANTS 1N BANGLADESH: REFLECTIONS
ON A VILLAGE CASE STUDY

Mr Azmul Kabir, PROYSTITR A
Ms. Mazmun Nahar Lipi
M. Sadia Afrin

and

Dr. Janet Seeley, Universiev of Fast Angha.

Azmul Kabir explained that the aren studicd
wits the Sundargani Upazila of the Catbandha
district in North-west Bangladesh; o parr of the
country where over 3P oot the j‘m|‘rl.||;l.|:in|1 el
past or present involvement in migraton, The
migration was rural-rural, rural-urhban and rural
semit urban, mainly male  (althoueh women
engagre in domestic work intowns) and the oope
of work vaned by destinanion, The research
found that owt of the 449 hoosehalds inthe vil-
fagre, 135 receved some support from NG
but only five of these houscholds were 10 the
exrremcly poor category (of which support was
received from BRAC inall fve cases). The stady
noted thar 3000 of NGO members 10 the village
were wormen (only 27 men in the whole village
had parocipated 10 NGO activines, 17 of these
with their wife) and the 13 migrant houscholds
invalved with NGO were often oliaining loans
throweh the involvement of the family members
left behind in the village, The project also found
that MG were not the main source of loans
and SUpPOTL [nseead relanves, m—i!_-;hhnurx and
better off villagers were particularly important
sources of interest free or low imterest boans, Mr
boaber comcluded thar flexilalin: and access to
small, but often vrgenth needed  funds were

imporkant factors,
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Discusston

Dr Gardner asked whv so few of the extremely
poor were found o borrow [oans and Die Secley
commented that it was ofien extremely difficult
tor the very poor to access such funds, D
Siddigui added that the bottom 14" of the pop-
ulation were tarely touched v NGO eredit,
often only accessed  through welfare pro
grammes due to loan requirements that are
based on some form ol existing collateral, She
underscored the need o challenge such svstemic
falures. Dr. Rogaly noted the role mugraion
itself plavs in this dvnamic, facilitating access o
credit through the improved credin worthiness

migration may bring,

CorING wITH HEALTH BURDEN WHILE
STAYING BEHIND v MiIGranT HOUSEHOLDS:
SEEKING INFORMAL SUPPORT IN WiEST
BENGAL

Ms. Ducptima Masscy

Susses Centre for Migration  Rescarch,

Universite of Susses,

The mim of the project was 1o examine the eRpL-
ricnces of “staving bebind” and the mechamisms
used 1 reduce and manage the hardships of
health burdens including the ‘informal support”
sought and the role of social relations, 11 was
found that the meaning of support vaned at the
individual level and as such the concept of
‘informal support” was used as opposed o social
protection. Massey expliained thar staving
hehind, health problems and secking informal
support were found 10 be closely interrelated.
Migration was seen to continue Irrespective of
waoman's il health and medical trearment formed

a large part of houschold expenses. She con-

cluded that access 1o formal health systems was
limited and women and children required basic
health support, which programmes and policies
Tzl £ail o provide,

Discussion

. Ray Jureidini questioned the role that mar-
riage plaved in such dvnamues, asking whether in
some senses it prowvided cultural legitimanon for
migrration as observed in other contexts, Massey
cxplained that in this case people migrated irre-
spective of marnage, both before and after. In
wis seen as oa responsibility and  whoover
remained was forced to adapt. Dr. Gardner
added thar in Sviher there bad been cases of
men marrving second wives in order o have
somueone 10 look after their parents while they
mugerated nternationally, Dr. Siddiqui noted thar
although the burden borne by women mav be
greater in these contexrs, a previous study con-
ducred by RMMRLU' found thar it many cases
women acouired greater ageney in the absence
of hushands and could be decisive absout health
provision in a way not previously possible, D
Rogaly commented on the need for a thicker
deseripnon of what it is to seck healtheare in
rural West Bengal. In the absence of husbands
women winld undoubtedly esperience grearer
social dependenee, however they would need
more than just a husband o pet o hospital,
Grardner aprecd, and sugpested that an under-
standing of healtheare secking may be enriched
by preater insight into the expected roles of men
and women within the process. Dr. Whirchead
nevted the need For clarification of the exact dif-
ference in experience berween  those with a
migrant hushand and those withour, and

observed that there was guite a lot of mileage in
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a thick desenpoon that included both social aud

ceonomic aspects of  the experience. Asem
noted that the rescarch sugpested a0 survival
stratepy meay be 1o solare the very sick. Massey
explained that in this particular case the migra
tiom embarked upon could not be seen as pur
posetul negleet, 10 mok place regardless of il
ness, not because of i, but the mantenance and
imvestment 10 social relations was complex and
dyvnamic. Dr. Rogaly added thar the specific
response of social relatons wos indmvidualisoe
and could not be generalised, Meanwhile D
Whitchead quesnoned whether these assump-
nons abour dsoluien could e made of the
extreme poor and D Secley agreed that as the
extreme poor are often unable o reaprocate
help it is true thar people are often unwalling o
help them, highlighting the importance of meas-
ures of extreme pewverty that do not just exam-
ine the ccononue. Anjali Borhade questioned the
povernmental health response o this communi-
nand Massev concluded the presentation by
explaining thar only one healtheare cenre was in
esistence which was difficult to ger w, necessi-

tating the reliance by houscholds on home reme-

dies or alternanve ‘quack’ phvsicians.

UsiwrIiTTEN DEBT AND THE VULNERABILITY
OF LaBoUR MIGRANTS

Dr. Ray Jureidini
The Ametican Liniversity in Caire

Dr. Jureidini expliined the purpose if the
study was o conduct o stansocally sigrmificant
survey of forcien female domestic workers in
Lelanem in order thar a more statisticallv reliable
analysis of their demographic profile, working
condions and reatment may be available, The
estimated populaton of  migrant  domestic
workers in Lebanon was thought 1o consist of
LD 11 Lankans, 30000 Filipinas and 30,000
Fhiopians in March 2006 and accordinglv a sam-
ple was chosen from these three population
proups. The research discussed the age, manal
status, religion and educanon of these women
and documented the human rights violations,
such as Li-hour working days, sexual and physi
cal abuse, reported the migrants, for which there
has nen been o single prosceution.

LIVELIHOOD OF INTERNAL MIGRANTS: CASE
STUDIES OF THE DoMESTIC WORKERS AND
THE RIcKsHAW PULLERS OF DHAKA

Dr. Tasneem Siddiqui
University of Dhaka

and

M. Jalal Uddin Sikder
RMMRLU, University of Dhaka

Dr. Tasneem Siddiqui began by explaning the
importance of internal migration as a livelibood
stratery for many Bangladeshis and outlined the
mature of the research, The study concentrated
ot the rural o urban migraton of two groups
of informal workers, the rickshaw pullers and
domestic workers of Dhaka. She explaned thar
at lease half of the 2.4 million howscholds in the
city used the services of domestic workers, and

that rickshaw pulling ereated a livelihood for
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mare thun 4 nullion people, The study underak
en was an arempt e understand the nararee, pat-
tern and impact of the mugranon of these two
proups of workers. The interdependence of
rural and urban liveliboods was a significant
finding of the research. Vach ecomomy was
found 10 be dependent on the other and
migrants were scen making the best of available
lvelibodd epportunities in each.

Jalal Sikder profiled the sample, and che
prmary saurces of social protecnon relied upon
in both eases. He explained that rickshaw pullers
primarily accessed credit and gamed support and
protection from friends, relatives and neirhbors.
Through these networks they were abile pav
the costs of migration, find jobs, rented premis-
s and send remittances bome and having estab-
lished a social relationship with their emplover
found jobs for other family members. Domestic
workers often received some level of social pro-
teetion from employers, during weddings, tuner-
als and sickness. Whether this amoumed o
parronage or social justice was further discussed.
Policy  recommendations penerated  from the
stucly with regards o domesoc workers included
the incorporation of such work within existing
labour laws, the setting of a mimmum age and
minimum wagee as well as unionisation. 1o rela
tion to rickshaw pullers the allocanon of space
within the urban plan was suggested, as well as
the removal of the threat of evicrion and the

prowision of healtheaee services,

DISCUSSION

13, Crardner was keen o Enesy more about the
kinship hinks involved in the recruttment of
domesoe workers as well as the benefits for
emplovers ot recrutting children as young as
tour. Dr. Siddigur explained  that as many
emplovers have parents in villages thev often
tind prospecove workers on visits o family

members at home and Sikder added tha thev are
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Frequently se voung in order o be mined up
].{T:ItlLl:l]l_\' andd mant are prowided with education
by emphovers, e Whitchead highligheed  the
ditficulty in establishing 2 minimum wage in
cases where the range of practices covered var-
ted so widel She added hewever chae it was an
important dssue e discuss, especiallv as even
where well established, rusting relatinnships
were conceroed  there was very ofien some
exploitation in relanon o wages, Smita agrecd
that the question of a4 minimum wage was
extremely difficulr in the enntext of countries
where labour is so cheap but because there is no
repulavon there 15 much alwse, She noned tha
domesne work has recently been included wath-
mn the category of hazardous child Tabour in
India and despite difficulties with regards 1o
implementation this was indeed a posiove swep,
DirSiddigur observed that similar policy amend-
ments are needed to be pushed in Bangladesh,
My, Smuca emphasized thar unless these issues
were discussed in the language of human nghes
aned kabour kws no progress would be made and
My, Sultana agreed thar gifts and handouats in
times of need did no reduce the social inegual-
iy between emplovers and employees and the
tercus needed w remain on legslaton. However
D, Siddigqu noted thar ir was important 1w
progress cautiously, to create space for dialogue
tirst, in order o ensure that emplovers could be
brought on board. Dr Juraidini agreed thar e
wits not something thar could be done instamly,
MNOGs and

embassies 1 developing the momentum o

work needed to be done wath

mntreduce legislanon, He added thar problems of
policing needed 1o be borne in mind and thar
trade unions were often unsympathetic, relue-
tant w work with migrants who they see as dis-
placing nationals within the labour market. He
concluded that in many countries (those thae
have not signed the UN Convention of the

Rights and Prosection of Migrants and their
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Families) it remains illegal o join unions unless

vesl e a citteen of thiae COuntry.

LIVELIHOOD AND SOCIAL PROTECTION IN
INTERNATIONAL LABOUR MIGRATION: A
Cask STUDY OF BANGLADESH

Ms. Syeda Rozana Rashid
Liniversite of Sussex,

Rozana Rashid began by explaining thar em-
porary labour migration from Bangladesh o the
Crulf and South Fast Asia had been Increasing

19705, and i 20005 2527

since  the 252704 such
migrants were tecorded. As a result in the same
vear Bangladesh recerved remittunees worth 1S
34241.55 million. The rescarch explored the
wpes of soctl protection mechanisms that are
iffered by the state 1o these migranes and their
tarmilies 1o munimise the nsk of migranon, and
whether or nor this assistance has worked, In
cases where it has not, the study atempred
ascertain. how the migrant commuminy copud
with the assoctared visks and vulnerabilities, Ms
Rashid explained that the study defined social
protection as more than just social assistance
and social insurance but as a term that incorpo
rated all measures that involved mitiganng risk
and reducing valnerabiliny and thus prorecring
the livelihood of low-income families. She high-

lighred that although formal social protection

measures exist many are not divrectly mrpeted o
muprants; all are extremely burcaucrane and are
turther limited by resource consteaints and cor-
ruptiont. As a result infoemal social protection 1s
absorbing most of the nsk and providing meost
of the support, in the form of loans from fam-
v and friends, mformal Bnancial support and
smual]l borrowing feom the community, marnage
alliances, local  arbitration  and  mediation
(Wt as well as parronage. Exensive social
networks are also developing abroad, Rashid
comclucded that the benetits of migration were
dependent on the availabilioy of informal social
protection. Successtul migrants were generally
those For whom such suppiort neranrks were
available, as the insurance provided by the state

had pron o bl cijuate,

DiscussioN

Dr. Rogaly began by thanking Rashid for pro-
viding the clearest conceprion of social protec-
ton so far. He emphasized the need o keep
returning to what kinds of social protection
were being addressed by different social protec-
tion mechanisms, expressing comcern at the
inclusion of private providers within the banner
of social proteeton. D Seeley agreed that the
presentation was indeed very clear but she high-
lighted that famulies could net alwayvs rely on kin
a8 had been swgpested. She added thar che issue
of the very poorest accessing belp needed 1o be
turther examined.  IDr. Abrar also wondered
of

emplovers being forced to pive money back by
pleny g e ’ ]

whether any cases had been  recorded
the Yaish or commumey. Mso Rashid revealed
that she had come across such cases, and
explained that as emplovers were within the
society they were accessible ina way they often
were not to the formal legal svstem. She also
agreed with D, Seeley that there were many
loopholes in the provision of VGD (Valnerable

Crroup Development) to those thar were actual-
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v maost vulnerable. Sultana added thae although
it wias true thar migeants were being supported
bw their naal kin evervwhere, the question
remained  as o whar kind  of

support  1his

v dved,

GOOD PAPER, BAD PAPER: INFORMAL SOCIAL
PROTECTION AND LEGAL STATUS AMONG
BaNGIADESHIS 1N LISBON

Mr. Jusé Mapril
Institute of Social Sciences, | niversite of
Lishaon.

Jose Mapril’s paper examined a critical valner-
abiliy experienced by migrants at destination,
their lepal status; levels of legaling, or lack of any
legal status leaving migrants in extremely mar-
ginalized positons, How legal starus 18 managed,
which resources are used w overcome illegaliy
and  hewr these resources  funcrion were
explored, Immigranon policies in Pormgal and
other Buropean countries were reviewed and
ethnographic evidence was used w0 construct
cartography of social networks linking Lishon
tor other Schengen countries, Through these act-
works migrants share information and mohilise
resources, in order to seize legalization DPPOTTU-
mnes in other places. The paper vividly demon-
strated the importance of such nerworks to our
understanding of the valnerability expenienced
by migrants o reems of documentation, the
marginalisation process related o “legalin™. In
the case studied particular immigranen policies
and requirements, suitable for certain cconomic
agents, further reinforced the insecurity of sev-
cral Bangladeshis in Lisbon, leaving them vul-
nerable o emplovers. However Mo Mapril
revealed how one particular interdocutor was
able o unlize his social networks and his per-
somal savingrs and move o another Huropean
country where his papers would provide 2

preater depgree of financial and socal securiy, In

1%

this account socal neoworks worked as a base
trom which to scarch for new CPPOETLINCS,
“hetter papers’, either through the simple circu-
lation o Information or che actual movements
o ceonomie capital, The paper described the
significance of these informal social protection
mechanisms  in supporeing  and sustiaining

migrrants under harsh conditons,

UNSKILLED AND SEMI-SKILLED LABOUR:
Access TO THE UK LABOUR MARKET

Ms. Siobhin McPhee
Research Associare, RMMRU,

Siobhan McPhee outlined che historical rela-
tinnship berween the UK and Bangladesh and
the benefits of migration o both countries, She
also highlighted the lack of existing research
into labour migration in the UK and the need 1w
curh irregular flows through education and
awiateness, The rescarch sought to examine the
opuons open for Bangladesht migrane workers
considering the UK as a destination, and 1o
assess the faules and failures of the current svs-
temy, It also attempred to estabilish how the rela-
rionship between the counrries in erms of
labour migration could be improved. It found
that although labour demand existed 1 the Uk
in number of sectors this information Was nea
made  accessible o potential migrants o
Bangladesh and the current complicated system
was not benefinng either countey, but encourage-
ing fraud and other forms of irregular migra-
tion. She asserted that migration should be open
ey all, withour disenimination and avenues must
le created e meet the labour need. 1n order 1o
do so the Brigsh High Commission could
become a formal source of information on
labour demand in the UK. The UK must recog-
mise the importance of migration as a means to
achieving the MIDGs and allocate funds 1o the

dl."t'ﬂ."tliiﬂ'lt.‘r'ﬂ ot a planned labour migration pal-
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oy 1o address the demaned side of the marken, 4
trrmer Delareral apreement berween the U amd

the Caold was also necessar.

DiscussioN

e Coardoer aereed that the new roles were ene
atine a class svstern, adding than these sestems
wore also highly racialised. Interestinghy, mam
Beneal restaurant cnvners have been reporiced in
the Brinsh Bangladeshs pross as compluning
that they cannn emplon Fastern Toropeans
Because they dos nor e the neeessary shells,
highliehnng the gap thar remams in the marker
tor Banghaleshi migranms, She oored thar b
Flewa 1= L'ru'|1|:|'|uir1l|_1_ Bt mesa aecess o the 1k i
primarly anained through mareiage. De Rogals
cominented thar the case ol students was alsao
arvnteresnng dssuce as in breral reems a feeal
tesreny of nugracion bt actually one b pronid

cad o substantal souvee of labesur mioraton o
the l.[N.. and SOMICTIIeS Tht’nll_uh viiredment s
dubitous schoods or collepes, e ageced thae the
[‘IHI:H\ SVRTCIM fave o miuch [Hrser tn L'l'l'.'l"'|||:-

ers bur suggrested thar this was Tirgely relared o
the sponsoeship requirement it involved, e
sennng o siEnifcant incenive amunst sceking
redress trom emplovers, e Ropraly questoned
the suggreston of g failure o recosmse the con-
tribution migrants made o the Ul Fle sugees -
el insreadd that the diseourse circuliarcd o
the contribution of migrants but in o NUTY G

parimentalised and racialised way, wih oan
almuost ruthless cconomic ratonale. In relution
ton the dssue of studenes Mso MePhee aoreed on
the necd for a wrener level of rescarch in the
ared, and added that lots of migeants were S
g they did oo want 1o enrol in duliows col
lﬂ.'lLtl..".'. She added thar who monitored |,_-1115}:,q:_\';-~.':;
presented o signiticant problem. Dy, Jureiding

noted that being able o change employmens

itk a erien] pssoe, there needed o be assor
ances that maernts could soirhdrasw therr Libowr,
M Prosad asked whether wiorl the :|!||.'I~_[r.1|ic:-11
ot counmtnes i the LU empliners preterecd
I uropen worrkers ooothiose feorm othwer ool
ies, Ms AePhe capluned thar Buropeans
were cheaper becanse thes did non require visas,
ared althogh they sl reguired o work ['u_-rmil
they were easier tooaceess, She dded owever
thar people i he U bad arpued thar as the
are Laropean they are more ke fus” DI
:‘;idl.]qu:l andeledd thun w L was prassed Iw rhe
Flovne C0ee mothe Tk STatirng that 1 the case
cof doctors [astemn Fraropeans would boe wnen
'|‘.-I'L'1-L‘1'f.'|:‘a{'l.' sl o r1:'llil;_'*-\.l AT sy cowerors
resulecel She concluded Tse outhaimge the conrra-
et s Uk ['I-:.llfi':l., whie |'L'|.'|:| the Lk woas
eyt to deselop linkages wih the BangladesTs
duspora wihile doing iele o amprove the

aptinns for unskalled and seme skilled NI,

DisTrESs SEasonanL MIGRATION: TTS IMPaCT
O MIGHRANT'™S FAMILIES AND CHILDRENS
EINCCATION,

Ms, Smita

Wmerican i Pocndhaten, Sew [,

M, Smuita bevan |:_l. |‘|:'Hx'id1r‘ll1_': a ]1;[{_‘k_[1|'-!11|11u_i tes

JA

the conerging phenomenon of disoress seasonal
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migration feom the dev lands of [ndin, She

L‘:\|‘|:I'II'IL'I::| thar the complicated  crreulation of

Libwour thun Tas developed is atfeenng all muagor
states ot the countey, whether sendinge’ o

recenving, and mwvoelves oonumber of mdusaad
and agricultural sectors, The impace on tamilices
can e sulstannal as remeved feom their villages
migrts lese enndements o food subsidics,
health care, ceducanion tor children, and amizen
righes They are forced o lve in imboman condi-
tiens, working lome bours with o labour Figrlins
o union protecion. She conphasized che effec
o1 the .\'l'.'h::r-]iﬂg ot children, many of whom

dreo ot

ol schews] e BOUE months o 1he
school vear and often wortking Irenn the aae of
fior T The proqeer works inoa namber of 1he
messt sesereh atfected stares, i both sending

ane recerving arcas, prowiding work snw
schaomalss Triclee schools and hostels as well s
advocacy tor the abolinon o child Libour and
for a stecnpthenioe of sovernmens [PV,
She concluded thar burcaccraric, lewashyve and
pealincal negleers, s well as that of the maedia
ol Bampered prowress i che arca and policy
reratied peared powards seled populations, ful
e oddress the eftecs of this kind of mobiling
Mevalthier migrants were abile o ke their righes
anel enodemenes wieh them when they mesed,
Lie the proworest weere forced wo leave them Behind,
Mok the Interstate Migrane Workman e (19709
outdared and existing legsloon nooimplementad
there was no effecrtive legskation for this kind of

e J]‘-L||:‘L1 WIFY T CITIeT

SEASONAL MIGRANT WORKERS AND SOCIAL
SECURITY: A CASE STUDY OF INTERNAL
LARBOUR MIGRATION IN Nasik, [NDia
Anjali Borhade

[isha Poundanon Nask, Maharashora, [ndi,

e onne of the fastest groaving cities inthe India,
Anjali Borhade began by outhning the vast

merease i the level of migrion v Sk o m
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recent vears, Lrowghn and o lack of |_-111]':|1 W
apprortumties have torced Tandless, Toss Lainded
anel leswer caste proups to et for #00
maonths o the vear workinge o semi and
unskilled comstructien and agriculiure sectors,
I the ciry thaey fare explottation frowm ;_'mpln}':_'rs
el are unable o access basic amenines like
water, sanitanon, healtheare, cducarson for chil-
dren amd sheler, Women make upr A b Hhe
magrant popualaion and sutter addinonal hard
k;'!'IL]'\'.i. They are unalde v comimand Couit] wigres
even where the legslanon essesg amd are very
aften forced 1o relingquish eonrrol ol their
meome to Tasbonds, Borbade bighlighed the
lack of a commonly accepted  defimnon of
s fi] protection ard useel The extstinge 110} det-
muon te underseore the breadth and ambigainy
of the terme The HAYs social proreenon 14
[ased oo rramework which [ wides suuran-
tewd Trasie social support o citizens, including
toenul o ainformal mechanisms, provided thar
the comtrilaatinns to these schemes are net whel-
B deternuned b marker forces, As such the det-
tmnon incorporates an esiremelys wide range of
mechanisms, from group solidarn o govern
mcnt subswdies, and as Als, Borhoele steessed is
noching Bt social securine inthe broadest sense,
The progect has worked with nugrans on a
number of pricmuy issues throwugh pwsreness
radsing and emipowerment and s dnvolved o
advocacy wirth local awthoroes and the st
covernment to impreve condions, e bas
achicved a numbier of successes i the arcas of
toend seeurity, cdueation, skill huilding, health-
care prowision and mothe developmenc of a tran-
sit eampomnanive. However ir has also taced
challenges ncluding o neeative attitade w
mugrants  from burciucrate and povernmem
‘crarsiders” amd additiomal

dup;lrtmums i an

burden” as well as o lack of resources and a
reluctance on the part of NGO oo work with a

tlerting peprelinion,
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SPATIAL STRATEGIES AND 5000 RNER
WORKERS: BUILDING URBAN INFRASTRIC-
TURE IN KERALA

Myihri Prasad
Conre for Developmens soudios, levala, Soerh

[t

Mythri Prasad outlined rescarch thin e the
muthing of urlan public infrastructaee o Keraly
b fowusinge o the oo construction sites ol
the rulo maoenad company Pong-Llovd Lad. The
paper understood the subconreacting thae tikes
place, m relation o the procurement of uh
materils and labour, as a0 spanal serarepn
emlowed by capinal moirs process of accumula
e [ anadvsed the role of caste and kinship i
the recruwitment prowess, asar all levels (froen the
role of comteactors 1o villwe recruiers, and
these that nuegornate on behalt of workers; el
g, geowraphic, caste and cultural oes coeure
ks and  determne hierarehy, Gendered
COOEMMIs o SPace Prevent women trom P
tcpating i such movemenrs, remaining in vil-
lagres 1o ensure subsistence and the reproducoon
aof labowr prower, As Prasad demailed aceoanes
from the workers that highlight the ondape ere-
ated by a recruitment process ingraned with
vested interests and inadequate informanon peo-

VISHIML

Dhscussion

De. Rogaly expressed concern regarding Sima’s
presemiatiom that related oo problems ereated
when peneralizing about the narure of migraton
across the whole of Indin He was uncomitiort-
able with the picture presented of vienims with-
ot aprency, anoamage that has in the past worked

ALNSE migram popularions. Fle was inreresred

levacver a turther Liq_*-d_"l"ll‘l[Hl[': v b edlucation
mrervenrors coaried o, s Ao s mded
P cnplamig thae the preojeet worked muamly in
e walligees, semming up ewdee sl or when
children returned o thewr villages in o rhe summer
menths Phee Suddwpai wis inrerested i e Jis-
amd L

elmerved that i West Hengal manspost beracen

ruption of votng nehirs Rosraly
sillagees and migrant destioiton arcas had been
:rr_:_'.it‘llzl.'d 11 careder e e werkers Tack v e
village oo venes Smua comimented thar these
schemes were onle feasibile for shorr disranee
migeants rather than meer stare mwowes. L
svelen lughheboed the challenee mvalved in car
CVITTE 4L such | LERTIRY & LRTEATRIN L|:|'.m|;r|iﬂu L
ernments. S deseribed the severee probleones
the preogeet bad cxpenenced when oo o bring
the seoncernmwent o board. Tewas onle very prad
ey, after an extensive poericd ot gme and gen-
He TSRS Tl thinges Began to chanwe argd
she explamned thar media conerape wis an
mprortant part of this process. s a0 eesult the
AN hawe pradually been able o mvodve all ot
the stare wenernments in the three states within
which they works as well as onber stues owside
their otticn] renue.

D3, Jureiding nested that baoth the project of
S and that of Prasad discuss the thisplace-
mcnt of local Tabwour T migrant propralations, he
wis interested 1o hear whether there had been
resistance o thise Ms Prasiad explained that i
the case of the keralan rood construction see-
toor, all local workers are hiehly wmoniecd and
currently pud significantly more than migrant
workers, As a result they are concerned alwour o
fall in wages with the influs of migrant Libour
and have begun pushing for an increasing in

migrant wages 0 oeder o ersare agiinse ths,
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avademes and activises s g siemificant coneribu
tean, and emphasieed the neh nputs moned
tronny colleazues o the fekl Gl hehalt ol
IRYRYIHI

sl this wealth of expenence,

he warmle thanked ol nvvolved o

Dr. Janet Seeley conmnued by retlecning i
more detal on the conceprual delate highliph
v she craphastecd thar the debare was sill ver
minch o wesrk [T Tauer thar it baad Deen
very helptul v hear aovanery of ditteren weas,
She thanked e Rogalv for peoviding a usctul
backeround i outhning the World Bank deton
test, close o thar follosved By 1LY weliach

rer sl

describes soctl protection as el
o schemes, the atconment of productive
assets, crplivmens prowision as well as Tabour
nurker regulanon. She mennoned thar he had

alsocbrennbueed g tden thar Mossey drew 1o our

attention toowhen talkimg abour social “support’
s the holdimg up’ of people whe st bebined
ard aclded b Die, Goaradner and e, Ahmed hadd
meade wn important contmbution in emphasizing
the deeree toowhich social [rorection necded 140
e comtestalizcd, She noted thae posaer dyvnam

s owere somethimge thar bad been msed bwoa
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number of people, and that social protection
was not something that could be taken for grant-
ed as benign. The client- patron relationship had
been widely discussed, often COMTILOE A A Cost, 48
pour people meet different obligations to their
patron in return for social SUpPOLT.

Dr. Seeley commented that in spelling out a
number of different arcas Rashid highlighted
the need o look bevond formal svstems of
social assistance and social insurance, and thar
her list rang true for internal migrants as well as
international, The point that social protection
needed 1o be viewed very carefully was an
important one. Protection is not necessanly
social and as a result of the strings attached ir
can even be detrimental. Dr. Seeley also encour-
aged caution in what was called for in terms of
policy change. While informal social protection
can be held up as flexible and responsive and a
model that governments should build upon, the
regularization of such systems might also be the
best way to kil them.

In outlining some of those key policy issues,
Ms. Victaria Redeclift noted that this caution
needed to be borne in mind. She began howev-
et by signaling the discourse of rights as an area
of particular significance within the workshop,
having been bought out on a number of levels
over both days, and including in particular the
lack of enforceable work place rights. She noted
that while the problems in the implementation
of such legislation had been made apparent in
more than one presentation, the importance of
a union presence in ensuring the implementa-
tion of legal frameworks was also discussed. A
related issue highlighted had been the accounta-
bility of both employers and recruiters and the
question of how the diverse and complex
migrant business could be more effectively
monitored. In discussion of the interface
between international and internal migration
streams the role of the sending countries or
sending states in insuring the enforcement of
these rights at destination was another critica)
issue that emphasized the overlap in the issues
relevant to both flows, Equally, the creation of
transparent channels for regular migration had

[
1k

been consistently called for and there was a need
for this debate to be taken further. Finally much
of the discussion and commentary had under-
scored the structural inequalitics at source and
drew attention o the wider economic picture
that policy needed to address. Examples includ-
ed the expansion of rural emploviment opportu-
nities as well as the mability of the most vulner-
able to access funds with the need for credir
tacilities 1o be made available to the very poor.
Dr. Ray Jureidini added thar in relation to
the implementation of legislation the prosecu-
tion of violators of rights was crical. If this
was done with a high enough media profile it
could serve an educative funcdon o the public
as whole, Dr. Tasneem Siddiqui reinforced the
insecunty of marginal migrants and reiterated
the necessity of de-securitisation as a policy rec-
ommendation. Ms. Smita reiterated this mar-
ginality in relation to seasonal migrants in partic-
ular, 3 group of people who became external to
both their home district and their destination
and Prof. Whitehead cchoed the need 1o de-
localise entitlernenes, Ms Smita added that the
ngidity of policy planning, hased on administra-
tive districts and budgers that are dghtly fixed, is
hugely problematic and the policy paradigm
necded to be altered to take into account these
maobile populations. Ms. Barhade showed that
certain initiatives i certain states can be used as
a guideline for others in terms of extending and
accessing rights for mobile people and discussed
the jaining up of programmes at source and
destination, Dr. Rogaly agreed that these were
important issues and interesting also in the con-
text of International Migration where debates
about rights across borders have been increas-
ing, He commented that the workshop has made
that connection well and noted thar a lot of
progress made on the internal side could be
learnt from in the international context. In rela-
tion to the prosecution of violators he agreed it
was important but cautioned thar it could also
lead to too great a focus on individuals rather
than on the way in which capitalism works in
different places to produce patterns of employ-
ment abuse. He drew attention to the UK where
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within a governmental policy of flexible labour
markets  the de-regulavion of capital was
enabling certain kinds of labour relations o
exist and exploitation to be perpetuated. He
added that in understanding such processes it
was impormant o examine particular sectors
individually, as Ms. Prasad had done as
opposed to secking wavs of knowing which
leads to large-seale generalizanons,

Ms. Rashid menvoned the need 1o make
rovernment more accountable and Ms. Prasad
introduced the idea of individual accountability,
She drew anention to the relatonship berween
urban restructuring projects and labour me whiliey
and argued thar there was a need o be erinieal
about the way our cities were changing, and our
individual responsibility for encouraging a kind
of distress migranon. Dr. Rogaly took these
comments further by relating them to the more
general issue of consumption and individual
responsibility in terms of the way migrant
labour is emploved in different countnies of the
world, Dr. Gardner cchoed these comments
highlighting the problem of those that might be
displaced by these new forms of production and
CoONsumMpLon patterns.

Ms. Massey questioned the interface
between the formal and informal in terms of
social protection, asking whether one was always
drawn on because the other was not present and
Dr. Whitehead emphasized the context speci-
ficity of that precise interface and the need o be
sensitive to difference in the way in which it is
discussed. Dr. Jureidini suggested that these
discussions reflected a problem with the univer-
salism of policy statements in general. Dr.
Ahmed however noted that as no migration was
homogenous a more diversified migraton poli-
cv had to be called for. Dr. Whitehead conclud
ed that although the contestation would not dis-
appear a step towards the resolution of such
1ssues could be found in sensitivity to different
policy arenas or audiences.

In his address as the Chief Guest Dr. Q K
Ahmad, President of the Bangladesh Feonomic

Associanon and the Bangladesh Development
Council spoke about social protection more
generally in the context of development policy.
He deseribed the need for protection on the part
of people who cannot participate in mainstream
sucial and cconomic processes, acknowledging
the work of Amartya Sen in explaning that peo-
ple move because where they are unable to have
their rights and freedoms protected, He reflect-
ed on a gross failure by government to protect
the people of Bangladesh, adding thar a free
market works when the government provides
protection and there has to be regulatory system
in place that is implemented. He thanked the
workshop for addreessing the real lives of the
people that needed safeguarding.

The Chair of the session, Prof. Ann
Whitehead concluded by thanking evervone on
the behalf of the DRC. She thanked RMMRU
for organising a workshop that everyone agreed
had been an outstanding success. She empha-
sized that she had personally gained from the

wealth of empincal matenal exchanged, and as

others had menooned, concluded that the con-
ceptual and policy agendas had both been taken
torward and the workshop would be the begin-
ning of conversations about these issues that
would certainly continue,
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ORGANISERS

Development Research Centre on Migration, Globalisation and Poverty
University of Sussex

The DRC on Migration, Globalisation and Poverty is a multi-country initative carrying out pro-
grammes of research, training and capacity building that look at the links between migration, pover-
tv and development in order to provide the strong evidential and conceprual base needed for the cre-
aton of new policy approaches. The DRC is funded by the Department for International
Development (DID), UK. The Cenere and its partners tackle specific areas of research that have pol-
icy consequences for IMID and other development agencies in the context of the Millennium
Development Goals,

The Migration DRC is coordinated in the UK by the Sussex Centre for Migrarion Research ar the
University of Sussex and also has partners in the following countries; Albania, Centre for Feonomic
and Sacial Studies (CESS); Banpladesh, Refugee and Migratory Movements Research Unit (RMMRUY;
Egyvpt, Forced Migration and Refugee Swdies (FMRS); Ghana, Institute for Statistical, Social and
Economic Rescarch (1SSER) and the Regional Institute for Population Studies (RIPS): UK, School of
Development Studics, University of East Anglia and the Institute of Development Studics (125)

Focussing on both internal and snternational fle wws, and a covering a continuum of movements
from ‘forced” to voluntary', the Migration DRC seeks to:
¢ Provide an opportunity for a coalition of partners o develop sustained and in-depth research an
the key themes. Strengthening the capacity of all six partners through mutual learning,
¢ Contribute new insights and critical understanding of the relationship through new empirical stud-
fes as well as synthesis of existing research.

*  Promote dialogue berween research institutions and actors in both *South’ and *Naorth’

Refugee and Migratory Movements Research Unit (RMMRL)
University of Dhaka

RMMRU, an affiliate of the University of Dhaka, has been functioning as a research, training and pol-
1wy advocacy insttution since 1996, The primary focus of the Units activitics is on population move-
menis, free and forced, as well as governance issues, Over the years, RMMRU has conducted a num-
ber of studies on international and forced migration. We believe that reliable and thorough research
is essential to 1nform policy decisions, With this purpose RMMRU organises consultations and dia-
logues with government functionarics and members of civil society organisations, RMMRU’s effort,
in linking research to policy, has been well received and has led o subsequent policy changes.
Training has also been an important part of RMMRUs activities. The Young Researchers’ Forum
of RMMRU has been set up to create opportunitics for young faculty members and students of
Dhaka University to engage in empirical research, The South Asian Migration Research Nerwork
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(3AMReN) was set up with the objective of facilitating information sharing among scholars and other
migration stake-holders. As part of this scheme fellowships have been offered o academics in each
of the participating South Asian countries. Several regional conferences and workshops have also
been organised,

The partnership between RMMRU and the Migration DRC began over four years ago, RMMRU
has received valuable support and encouragement from many distinguished experts, and funding from
vatious universites, the British Council, Ford Foundation, DEID,UK, UNHCR, 10M, 1L0O and the
Ministry of Expatriates Welfare and Overseas Employment.
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